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“ : : 
STATEMENT OF ISSUE UNIVERSITY of CALIFOR 
The City of Huntington Beach has recently assumed responsibility for operation of the 
State Beach area north of the City Pier. As part of the City's new responsibility for 
operation of the State Beach, the State Department of Parks and Recreation requires that 
a number of documents be prepared and submitted to them for approval. Those 
documents are: (1) General plan; (2) Environmental Impact Element; (3) Resources 
Summary; and (4) Resource Inventory. In order to prepare the above documents, the City 

Se has retained the services of Barrett Consulting Group. 


tA 


RECOMMENDATION: 


Plenning Commission Action on September 15, 1987: 


ON MOTION BY LIVENGOOD, SECOND BY PIERCE, THE STATE BEACH GENERAL 


PLAN WAS APPROVED FOR RECOMMENDATION WITH MODIFICATIONS, BY THE 
FOLLOWING VOTE: 


“ane Gobet Silva, Schumacher, Higgins, Pierce, Leipzig, Summerell, Livengood 
NOES: None Pe 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 


Planning Commission Recommendation: 


Approve the State Beach General Plan with the facility recommendations identified in 


Resoiution A, (Attachment 1), and recommend adoption to the California State Parks and 
Recreation Commission. ; ‘ 


k aoe oy ee Y hate eta Te Z 
<crre-dhiits sv: Pe oan eee ere, Psat oo wee ee eihee PON Meee Wace etter a : 
. aa 5 ey Sea gra Sr Apne aphr g hs rete d ft Se, AIS 
oe Ro Pee ee i Ke ee ¥3 eae 
“ - sf . - ee 4. ‘1 
4 e “ «po 
i : } . " 


As an alternative to the Planning Commission's ey staff recommends 
approval of the State Beach General Plan by adopting the Resolution B (Attachment 2). 
The outline below is an analysis and comparison of the two recommendations. 


ANALYSIS: 


The draft State Beach General Plan, as it has been prepared for adoption, is essentially an 
extension of the bluff top park from the pier northward to the developed portion of Bolsa 
Chica State Beach. The intent is to interconnect the entire beachfront area, (Huntington 
State Beach to Bolsa Chica State Beach), as a unified and complimentary recreational 
whole. For planning purposes, the subject beach area has been divided into three 
subareas. Area I extends from the Municipal Pier to 7th Street, Area I] extends from 7th 
Street to Goldenwest Street, and Area II] extends northward from Goldenwest Street. The 


draft General Plan with proposed modifications proposes the following uses in each of the 
three areas: 


Area 1]: 


Construct a multi-level parking structure on the existing parking lot site 
consistent with the Esthetic Resources policy. This structure will not 
extend above the elevation of Pacific Coast Highway or beyond the 
existing bicycle path and will be designed to enhance view opportunities 
and to the greatest extent possible maintain existing scenic views of the 
ocean and shoreline from Pacific Coast Highway. 

(Planning Commission and staff agree -- scenic views sentence was 

suggested by State after Planning Commission review). 


7 . Provide for passive (surf museum) and active (volleyball, basketball, etc.) 


recreation both within and on top of the parking structure, respectively. 
If necessary, prepare a feasibility assessment for the surf museum 
according to Department of Parks and Recreation Standards. 
(Planning Commission and staff agree with active recreation uses — 
Planning Commission does not agree with surf museum). 


Provide for a commercial (food) pad on top of ‘or within parking structure. 
" (Pianning Commission does not agree). 


Remove existing concession stand from Eanes area and relocate as part 
of parking structure at beach level. 
(Planning Commission and staff agree). 


Install permanent restrooms within parking structure. 
(Planning Commission and staff agree). 


Expand the decking area on the northside of the pier to accommodate 
new food concessions. 


ates Commission and staff agree). 


nal Place utility lines underground. - 
: Rane Commission and staff ry 


a - “Allow for ene development of beach safety facilities. (T his item is not 


ay. 


=»? part of the list reviewed by the Planning Commission. Inclusion of this _ 


.¥._ provision will require an addition to the e supplemental document and the 4 
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. Place utility lines underground. 
(Planning Commission and staff agree). 


Provide for viewing areas and seating benches. 
(Planning Commission and staff agree). 


Investigate extending City Beach into boundary of developed unit of the Bolsa Chica 
to provide for enhancement and preservation of shorebird habitat area. 
(Planning Commission and staff agree). 


*Items recommended by the Planning Commission and incorporated into the staff 
recommendation. 


As indicated above, the majority of the proposed improvements are recreational in nature 
and entirely consistent with the existing zoning and general plan. The parking components 
are intended to replace on-street parking on Pacific Coast Highway which will be lost 
when the street is re—-striped and will in no way impact any portion of the existing bluff 
area. The remainder of the proposed improvements are landscaping and concession 
oriented. It should be noted that consistent with the nature of General Plans, the 
proposed improvements are at this time only conceptual in nature. By including them in 


the General Plan, the City can pursue the detail design and entitlements necessary to 
implement the plan. 


At their September 15, 1987 meeting, the Planning Commission approved the draft State 
Beach General Pian with a number of modifications. The principle change directed by the 
Planning Commission was that the restaurant be deleted from the parking structure in 
Area 1, and that no structures be constructed on top of the parking structure other than 
park related uses. The Planning Commission also directed that undergrounding of utilities 
be added to the list of improvements. These changes, as well as other minor wording 
changes, are contained in the Planning Commission's recommended resolution. All of the 
minor wording changes have also been added to staff's recommended resolution B, with 
the exception of the deletion of the restaurant in Area I. 


On October 20, 1987, staff transmitted to the Planning Commission a copy of all written 
correspondence, including a response to these comments and supplemental documents 
requested by the Planning Commission along with a copy of their adopted resolution 
regarding facility recommendations. The Planning Commission then voted to direct staff 
to inform the Council that they had received that information. They also directed staff 
to indicate which components in the staff recommendation were recommended by them. 
These are the asterisked items in the analysis section of this report. The Planning > 


Commission then voted to reaffirm their resolution for approval of the State Beach 
General Plan. 


As a result of the Planning Commission public hearing, as well as the 30-day CEQA 
review period, staff has received many comments from the public, the Planning 
Commission and State Agencies. In order to address those comments, a supplemental 
report has been prepared for adoption with the State Beach General Plan. This 
supplemental document was prepared with the partial assistance of the State Parks and 
Recreation Department staff. Staff recommends that the document be approved in 
conjunction with the State Beach General Plan. The document will supplement and amend 
»._ the draft General Plan as recommended by the various comments received. It should be. 
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noted that staff has not incorporated all of the State's original suggestions into the 
supplement. State staff is presently reviewing the supplemental document. The City 
Council may review all of the written comments and responses and direct staff to 
incorporate additional items into the supplement. 


Upon City Council action on the Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan Amendment, it 
will be forwarded to the State Parks Commission for final adoption. The State Parks 
Commission has scheduled a public hearing for adoption of the plan on December 1, 1987 
at 10:30 AM. The hearing will be held in the Huntington Beach City Council Chambers in 
order to ensure convenient input from interested community citizens. 


ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION: 


Pursuant to Section 5002.2(a) of the Public Resources Code, the State Beach General Plan 
has been prepared in conjunction with an Environmental Impact Element. The draft EIE is 
incorporated in the document entitled State Beach General Plan. The State Clearinghouse 
has advertised the EIE for a 30-day review period which expired on September 21, 1987. 

All comments which were received have been responded to and are attached to this report. 


FUNDING SOURCE: 
No funds required. 


ALTE IVE ACTION: 


The City Council may add to or delete any of the components of the State Beach General 
Plan as they deem desirable. 


ATTACHMENTS: 


Resolution A — Planning Commission Recommendation 
Resolution B - Staff Recommendation 

Supplemental Documents to State Beach General Plan (Requested Revisions and 
Supplemental Graphics) 

Written comments and responses 

Fiscal Impact Analysis 

Planning Commission staff report dated September 15, 1987 
State Beach General Plan and Environmental Impact Element 
Resource Element 

Resource Summary 

Resource Inventory 
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RESOLUTION NO. _5822 


INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF STUDIES LiBRapy 
HUNTINGTON BEACH RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF THE 
BOLSA CHICA STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT FEB 9 4999 


WHEREAS, the City of Huntington Beach has assumed CVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
Sibility for operation of Bolsa Chica State Beach north of the 
Municipal Pier; and 

The California Public Resources Code requires that a General 
Plan Amendment be prepared for the Bolsa Chica State Beach area for 
approval by the State Park and Recreation Commission; and 

The City of Huntington Beach is the responsible agency for 
preparation of the State Beach General Plan Amendment; and 

The components listed in Exhibit 1 are recommended for inclu- 
Sion in the State Beach General Plan Amendment; and 

The State Beach General Plan Amendment and all of its recom- 
mended components are consistent with the City of Huntington Beach 
Zoning Code and General Plan; and 

A public hearing on approval of the State Beach General Plan 
Amendment was held by the Planning Commission on September 15, 
1987, in accordance with provisions of the State Government Code; 
and 

A public hearing on the State Beach General Plan Amendment was 
held by the State Park and Recreation Commission on October 9, 
L987 and 

A public hearing on approval of the State Beach General Plan 
Amendment was held by the City Council on November 2, 1987, in 
accordance with provisions of the State Government Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the 
City of Huntington Beach hereby approves said State Beach General 
Plan Amendment. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said State Beach General Plan is 
recommended for approval by the State Park and Recreation 


Commission. 


PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE City Council of the Cay Lor 


Huntington Beach at a regular meeting thereof held on the 2nd 


of November, 1987. 


ALLA 


Cast Vane Lerk 


REVIEWED AND APPROVED: 
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City Administrator 
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EAHIBIT I 


Area I: 


Construct a tri-level parking structure at the existing parking 
lot site on the north side of the Municipal Pier. (This 
structure will not extend above the elevation of Pacific Coast 
Highway or beyond the existing bicycle path.) 


Provide for passive (surf museum) and active (volleyball, 
basketball, etc.) recreation both within and on top of the 
parking structure, respectively. 


Provide for a commercial (food) pad on top of parking structure. 


Remove existing concession stand from beach area and relocate 


aS part of parking structure at beach level. 
Install permanent restrooms with parking structure. 


Expand the decking area on the northside of the pier to 
accommodate new food concessions. 


Place utility lines underground. 
Provide for lifeguard facilities. 


aT. 


Area : 


Install permanent restrooms at points of access. 

Install outdoor shower facilities. 

Install parking spaces along service road. 

Provide for vehicular access to service road (and proposed 
parking stalls) from Pacific Coast Highway at Goldenwest Street 
and itn. Street. 


Provide for fast-food, take out concessions (the concessions 
shall not provide for interior seating). 


Place utility lines underground. 

Provide for screening of oil facilities in area. 

Provide for separation of vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
where feasible. Investigate the feasibility of a pedestrian 


overpass at both Goldenwest and llth. Street. 


Provide for lifeguard facilities. 


Area IIT: 


: Realign and improve (landscaping) bicycle/pedestrian path. 


Provide off-street parking. 


Provide landscape/fence buffer between proposed parking lots 
and Pacific Coast Highway. 


Provide a buffer area between bluff edge and bicycle/pedestrian 
path. 


Install protective railing in the proposed buffer area. 
Install permanent restroom facilities at selected locations. 


Install access facilities (stairs or roadway) at strategic 
locations. 


Place utility lines underground. 

Provide for viewing areas and seating benches. 

Provide for lifeguard facilities. 

Investigate extending City Beach into boundary of developed 


unit of the Bolsa Chica to provide for enhancement and 
preservation of shorebird habitat area. 
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Res. No. 5822 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ORANGE ) 88: 
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH ) 


I, ALICIA M. WENTWORTH, the duly elected, qualified City 


Clerk of the City of Huntington Beach, and ex-officio Clerk of the 

City Council of said City, do hereby certify that the whole number of 
members of the City Council of the City of Huntington Beach is seven; 
that the foregoing resolution was passed and adopted by the affirmative 


vote of more than a majority of all the members of said City Council 


at a regular meeting thereof held on the énd day 
of | November LG. , by the following vote: 
AYES: Councilmen: 


Mays, Kelly, Erskine, Banni 


NOES: Councilmen: 
Wichell, Finley, Green 


ABSENT: Councilmen: 
None 


City Clerk and ex-officio Clerk 
Of the Citys Counclijoferthes City 
of Huntington Beach, California 


RESOURCE SUMMARY FOR THE 
STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN 


SUBMITTED TO THE 


@ S CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 


JULY 30, 1987 


sees Barrett Consulting Group Inc. 


COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA 
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INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this Resource Summary is to consolidate the 
information contained within the Resource Inventory into a brief, 
concise format. Additionally, the Resource Summary will be 
utilized for the Resource Element that will establish long range 
management objectives and policies necessary to maintain the 
resource values of the unit. California Public Resources Code 
SECctionimoU02 a sa statesiicthatr "prior, to!) the micilassifieationy or 
neclassigucation fof; assunit of thes;state opark «system. 352 an 
inventory of the unit's scenic, natural, and cultural features, 
including, but not limited to, ecological, archaeological, 
historical and geologic features ..." shall be established. The 
Resource Summary satisfies, in part, this legislation. 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


The project is known as the State Beach - City of Huntington 
Beach. It was formerly a portion of the Bolsa Chica State 
Beach. The unit is located between the Huntington Beach 
Municipal Pier and the City of Huntington Beach northerly 
municipal boundaries. It is between Pacific Coast Highway and 
the Pacific Ocean. It is approximately 2.3 miles in length and 
encompasses approximately 100 acres. 

The unit is within the County of Orange and lies between the 
Bolsa Chica State Beach and the City of Huntington Beach 
Municipal Beach. Nearby communities include Fountain Valley, 
Newport Beach, Westminster and Seal Beach. The most prominent 
geographical entity is the Pacific Ocean that is southerly and 
easterly adjacent to the unit. 


Another prominent landmark is the Bolsa Chica Wetlands that are 
located to the northeast of the subject unit. The wetlands have 
been the subject of thorough analyses, development alternatives 
and state legislation. The unit is located within the Coastal 
Strip landscape province, and specifically in a zone designated 
aS an area between the Mexico border and Point Concepcion. The 
unit has direct access to and from Pacific Coast Highway along 
its entire length. Pacific Coast Highway has on-street parking 
along the oceanward side. Additional parking lots are located 
near the municipal pier between the beach and Pacific Coast 
Highway. There are a series of major arterials that terminate 
into Pacific Coast Highway which directly facilitate traffic from 


population areas to the unit. These arterials include Warner 
Avenue, Goldenwest Street and Beach Boulevard. The nearest 
freeway is the San Diego Freeway (SSRs 405) which is 


approximately five (5) miles from the unit. 
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The unit is adjacent to the large population centers of Orange 
County and is approximately 30 to 40 minutes of driving time away 
from the Los Angeles area. Pacific Coast Highway is served by 
the Orange County Transit District (OCTD) and has several bus 
stops adjacent to the unit. Primarily, the unit is “served by 
OCTD Routes No. 25 and 29. The nearest airport is the John Wayne 
Airport which is located approximately 10 miles to _ the 
southwest. The Los Angeles International Airport is located 
approximately 40 miles to the north. 


The City of Huntington Beach has assumed responsibility of this 
area from the State of California which has resulted in the 
reclassification of the unit. In assuming this responsibility, 
the City plans to continue its recreational improvements from 
Goldenwest Street to the northerly municipal boundary. 


INVENTORY STUDY AREA 


As previously mentioned, the unit is relatively small (100 acres) 
and has a long, narrow configuration. It is primarily composed 
of a beach area and a bluff area. At the southerly end of the 
unit, the beach area occupies the majority of the unit. As the 
unit extends northward, the beach area diminishes and the bluff 
area increases in width. The unit is occupied by a pier side 
parking area, a multiple family development, a concession stand, 
a series of oil pumps and a bluff top park between the municipal 
pier and Goldenwest Street. From Goldenwest Street to the 
northerly municipal boundary, the unit is void of improvements 
with the exception of some oil pumps’) and an asphalt bicycle/ 
pedestrian path. 


Figures l and 2 depict the unit area (base map) and its location 
in a regional context, respectively. 
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FIGURE 1 


PROJECT BASE MAP 
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FIGURE 2 
UNIT LOCATION (REGIONAL) 
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NATURAL RESOURCES 


TOPOGRA PHY 


The site of the 100-acre unit is near the southwestern onshore 
termination of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone. The unit's 
area extends from Pacific Coast Highway oceanward to the Ordinary 
High Water Mark. The local features affecting the topography of 
the park area are the Santa Ana Gap, Huntington Beach Mesa, the 
Bolsa Gap, and the shoreface itself. Elevations range between 
sea level and a maximum of 12 meters (40 feet) above sea level. 
The steepest elevations are encountered in the bluff area at the 


northwest end of the unit. Slopes range from 0 percent to nearly 
vertical. 


METEOROLOGY 


The unit experiences a Mediterranean semi arid steppe climate. 
Additionally, the unit's area is strongly influenced by the 
moderating effects of the ocean. The temperature regime is 
moderate. The average summer temperature is 21°C (67°F). The 
average winter temperature is 17°C (55°F). 


Precipitation averages 28.7 cm (11.4 inches) per year. The rainy 
season extends from November to April, when greater than 90 
percent of the annual rainfall occurs. 


The presence of the marine layer results in moist air near the 
land surface along the coast. Over the ocean, the cool moist air 
results in a fog layer which recedes seaward during late morning 
and afternoon and moves onshore during late afternoon and 
evening. The fog encroaches onto the land more frequently in 
spring and summer months due to greater temperature variations 
between the ocean and land. 


HYDROLOGY 


The primary watershed affecting the unit is the Santa Ana River 
which currently discharges into the Pacific Ocean south of the 
unit. The Santa Ana River has water primarily between November 
and April. 


The unit lies within the northeastern portion of the Orange 
County groundwater basin, where groundwater is contained in a 
series of pressured aquifers. These aquifers include’ the 
following: 


° a semi perched zone; 

° The Bolsa Aquifer; 

° The Talbert Aquifer; 

° The Upper Pleistocene Semi-Perched Zone; 
° The Alpha Aquifer; 
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The Beta Aquifer; 

The Lamdba Aquifer; 

The Meadowlark Aquifer; 

The Main Aquifer; 

The Lower Zone; and 

The Upper Pliocene Deposits. 


© oo 8 8 8 


The primary source of water for the unit is derived from the Main 
Aquifer. This Aquifer ranges from 150 to 250 feet in thickness 
and its base reaches a maximum elevation of 350 feet below mean 
sea level. 


GEOLOGY 


The subject unit lies near the northwestern flank of the 
Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province of southern California. 
The Peninsular Ranges’ province includes the Los’ Angeles 
structural basin, the offshore area known as the Continental 
Borderland, the Santa Ana Mountains and the rest of the 
Peninsular Ranges to the south, and extends from near latitude 
34° North in the Los Angeles basin to the tip of the Baja 
California peninsula. Characterized by elongated northwest- 
trending mountain ridges separated by straight-sided sediment- 
floored valleys, the province has been uplifted, tilted seaward 
and sliced longitudinally into subparallel blocks by young, 
steeply dipping faults. These northwest to west-northwest 
trending fault zones separate large elongate blocks of different 
structural elevation which are terminated at their northwestern 
margin by the east-west trending structures of the Transverse 
Ranges province. The major faults appear to be late Cenozoic in 
age, and many are seismically active. The Newport-Inglewood 
structural zone is one of the major northwest trending structural 
elements of the northern portion of the Peninsular Ranges 
province. The onshore extent of the zone runs from the mouth of 
the Santa Ana River, just south of the subject unit, northwest to 
Beverly Hills. 


The unit lies within the regional structural trough known as the 
Los Angeles’ basin. Non-marine to bathyal marine upper 
Cretaceous, Tertiary and Quaternary sediments deposited on 
crystalline rocks of both oceanic and continental basement 
compose the stratigraphic sequence of the basin. Strata consist 
primarily of conglomerates, sandstones, sands, shales, and 


mudstones. Sediments were derived from the north and east except 


during middle Miocene time when oceanic highlands are thought to 
have shed clastics from the south. The basin, which is bounded 
on the north by the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains, on 
the south by the Pacific Ocean, and on the west and the east by 
the Santa Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills, is approximately 
45 miles wide by 65 miles long. Geophysical studies show the 
total depth of the basin to be over 30,000 feet. 


The oldest geologic formation is known as the Catalina Schist 
which ia a foliated metamorphic crystalline rock found at depths 
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of up to 15,000 feet. The Miocene Topanga Formation overlies the 
Catalina Schist. It consists of an alternating sequence of gray, 
medium-to coarse grain sandstone interbedded with gray siltstone 
and sandy siltstone. The next series is the Puente Formation 
which consists of sands, silts and clays of late Miocene Age. 
The Fernando Formation (informally known as the Repetto and Pico 
formations) overlies the Puente Formation. It is Pliocene age 
Strata that consists of greenish-gray micaceous siltstone, sandy 
siltstone, fine grained sandstone and varying amounts of inter- 
edded gray medium- to coarse-grained sandstone. The San Pedro 
Formation is composed of shallow marine deposits. It is composed 
of silt, clay sand and gravel and is exposed in limited outcrops 
at the margins of the mesa area that is southeast of the unit. 
The Lakewood Formation consists of shallow marine, intertidal and 
continental deposits. It is exposed at the surface on the 
Huntington Beach Mesa which is easterly of the unit. Recent 
deposits within the unit include alluvial gravels, sands, silts, 
marsh deposits, and beach sands. Recent beach deposits form 
narrow strips fringing wave-cut sea cliffs of the relatively soft 
Pleistocene sediments of the coastal mesa. 


There are several fault zones which could (and do) affect the 
unit. The primary fault is the Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone. 
The zone is characterized by lateral strike slip movement which 
dips steeply to the southwest beneath the ocean. 


The unit is within a geological active area due to faulting and 
folding, continental tectonics, and wave and tidal erosion. 


SOILS 


There are essentially three soil types found within the unit. 
They are all classified within the Myford Association. The soil 
types, as classified by the U. S. Department of Agriculture Soil 
Conservation Service and. Forest Service, are Beaches, Marina 
Loamy Sand - 0 to 2 percent slope, and Marina Loamy Sand - 
2 to 9 percent slope. The erosion hazard ranges from slight to 
moderate assuming bare soil. Erosion occurs as a result of wave 
and tidal activity, pedestrian traffic and periodic precipi- 
tation. 


PLANT LIFE 


Approximately 25 species of plants representing 9 families have 
been identified within the unit. Twelve of these species are 


non-native to the area. The existing community is a mix of 
introduced species and remnant species of the native coastal 
strand community. It appears that most of the existing 


vegetation was planted for slope stabilization purposes and for 
esthetic effect. 


No rare or endangered plants have been found in the unit. 


72100ResSm ~-7]- (Draft 7/29/87) 


ANIMAL LIFE 


The amount of animal life within the unit is severly limited due 
to its configuration, size and intensive recreational use. — The 
primary mammal within the unit is the California ground squirrel 
(Spermophilus beecheyi). The side-blotched lizard (Uta 
stansiburiana) is the only noticeable reptile observed within the 
ina t. 


There are a variety of shorebirds and gulls that migrate through 
the area. However, the unit does not contain nesting or 
prominent feeding areas. There are two endangered species, as 
listed by the U. S. Fish and Wildflife Service, which migrate 
through the unit. They are the California Least Tern (Sterna 
atillarum browni) and the California brown pelican (Pelecanus 
occidentalis californicus). 


MARINE LIFE 


The unit's nearshore marine habitat is not distinguished by 
lagoons, kelp beds, bays, or river months. It is exposed and 
directly affected by open surf. The fish community includes surf 
oriented species ranging from Jacksmelt (Atherminoosis 
californiensis) to California Halibut (Paralicthys californicus). 
The invetebrate population is a seasonal community that range 
Purple striped jellyfish (Pelagia noctiluca) to the Pismo clam 
(Tivela stultorum). 


Phytoplankton occurs near the surface zone in neritic biotic 
communities. It is well documented that phytoplankton is a basic 
unit in earth's life support system. Phytoplankton provides for 
most of the atmospheric oxygen and serves as a basis of most 
marine food webs. 


ECOLOGY 


The unit is within the coastal strip ecological region as 
designated by the Public Resources Code. Site conditions of 
close proximity to the ocean, moderate climate and intensive 
human use are all influential on the local ecosystem. 


Due to the extensive disturbance and surrounding urbanization, 


the ecosystem of the unit has been greatly simplified. The 
existing vegetation provides food and nest material for the 
resident population of ground dwelling mammals. Reptiles and 


birds feed on insects which are attracted to the local plant 
species. Gulls, shorebirds and common birds of urban areas feed 
on refuse left on the beach by human visitors and or local 
vegetation. Additionally, the unit's size does not allow it to 
be classified as an ecological entity. It does not contain a 
wetland or marine system. The Pacific Ocean is westerly and 
southerly adjacent to the unit. There are no unique features 
(e.g., bays, coves, lagoons, reefs, etc.) which would provide an 
area of study or interest. 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 


There are no known archaeological sites within the unit. This is 


probably due, in part, to natural erosion activity and intensive 
industrial and recreational use. 


STANDING STRUCTURES 


The primary structure adjacent to the unit is the municipal 
pier. Although, the pier is technically outside of the unit's 
boundaries, it has a significant visual and functional effect on 
the unit. Originally constructed in 1904, it was reconstructed 
in 1914 and currently exists as 1800 foot structure. 


ETHNOGRAPHIC AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Southern California cultural traditions prior to 5000 B.C.E. are 
not well defined for Orange County and the specific unit. 


By about 5,000 B.C., it appears that a relatively uniform 
cultural tradition existed on the coast from Santa Barbara south 
to San Diego. Most archaeologists call this subsistence pattern 
the Millingstone Horizon. This era centered around the 
collection of small, wild seeds and shellfish. The additive 
Campbell Tradition developed out of the Millingstone Horizon by 
about 3,000 B.C. in Santa Barbara, a little later in the Ventura 
area, and still later in parts of Los Angeles and Orange 
Counties. The Millingstone Tradition seems to have continued 
until 500-700 A.D. along the Orange and San Diego County coasts, 
when it was replaced by a cultural tradition identified by 
archaeologists as the last prehistoric time period. 


The Millingstone Horizon is identified in part by large 
projectile points, the use of milling stones (mano/metate), and 
largely undifferentiated chip stone tool assemblage. The late 
prehistoric tradition has two tool phases. The early phase is 
marked by the introduction of small, triangular projectile points 
(desert side-notched points), addition of the mortar and pestle 
to the milling assemblage, shell beads, shellfish fish hooks, 
varied bone tools, so-called donut stones (use of which is not 
positively known), and a much broader array of ornamentation than 
the earlier Millingstone Horizon. The principal "late" prehis- 
toric artifact addition is the manufacture and use of pottery. 
Both of these late traditions continue up to Hispanic contact in 
the latter part of the 17th and early part of the 18th centuries. 


The primary people were of the Shoshonean linguistic group. The 


Gabrielinos were part of the Shoshonean group which inhabited the 
area. 
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Much of the information regarding the settlements and traditions 
of the Gabrielinos was recorded by Father Geronimo Boscana of the 
San Gabriel Mission. Although Cabrillo and Vizcaino noted smoke 
from numerous fires, they never landed their ships along the 
southern California coastline in this area. Instead, they sought 
refuge at Santa Catalina Island and the Channel Islands. Gaspar 
de Portola led his expedition through the general region in 1769, 
which introducted the first serious and long-term settlement of 
Euroamericans characterized by the missions. 


It is estimated that approximately 5,000 Gabrielinos lived within 
the aforementioned territory at the time Portola arrived. The 
prominent village of the Gabrielinos was termed Puvunga which was 
located approximately 8 to 10 miles northwesterly of the unit. 
This site is now located within what is known as the Bixby Ranch 
in Long Beach. 


The Gabrielinos had a fairly complex society with a diversified 
economy. Subsitence wasS characterized by exploitation of 
maritime resources including deep sea fish species and mammals. 
Additionally, Gabrielinos acted as significant traders between 
the groups which occupied the islands and inland regions. The 
Gabrielinos had an extensive religious and social fabric that 
essentially focused on a single diety--Chungichnish. Rites 
included dancing, fasting, animal sacrifice and week long 
observances. Father Boscana recorded the common practice of 
cremation which may explain, in part, the lack of a traditional 
necropolis--areas that normally yield detailed archaeological 
finds. 


The Gabrielinos were passive in nature and accepted the European 
(missions) infiltration. The primary focus was the Mission San 
Gabriel located approximately 30 miles north of the unit. 
Johnston records that the Gabrielinos were devasted by European 
diseases due the lack of immunity. 


Although, the Gabrielinos did not completely vanish, their 
numbers were severly reduced. The remaining Gabrielinos settled 
near Mission San Gabriel and became a functional part of the 
Mission's economy. 


The historic use of the unit began with the land grant of Rancho 
Las Bolsas to Manuel Perez Nieto in 1784 by the Spanish Governor 


Pedro Fages. This grant covered 21 square miles and was used for 
cattle grazing. 


Nieto died in 1804 and thirty years later, his grant was divided 
among heirs. In 1834, Mexican Governor Jose Figueroa granted the 
general area to Catarina Ruiz. In 1841, an area consisting of 
six square miles was termed Bolsa Chica and _ granted to 
Joaquin Ruiz. 
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Don Abel Stearns who had resided in Los Angeles since 1833 
obtained ownership of Bolsa Chica and Las Bolsas in the mid 
1850's. This acquisition allowed Stearns to become, the largest 
owner of land and cattle in southern California. Stearns died in 


1877 and Stearns' successor, the Stearns Rancho Trust began to 
sell portions of the property. 


The unit was part of an area called "Shell Beach" due to the 
large amount of bean clams. This beach included an area that 
rose sharply into bluffs that were subject to wave and tidal 
erosion. This area is essentially the subject unit. Inland from 


the bluffs was a mesa that was purchased by Colonel Robert 
Northam, a manager of the Stearns Rancho Trust. 


In 1901, Philip Stanton formed a local syndicate and bought 1,500 
acres of Rancho Las Bolsas from Robert Northam for the sum of 
$100,000. The syndicate organized the West Coast Land and Water 
Company and on a mesa above Shell Beach laid out streets and lots 
LieeteeLOLey, Scve, tract. In drilling a well for domestic water, 
considerable gas came out of the hole, much to the annoyance of 
the promoters. In August 1901, the first lots were placed on the 
market with prices ranging from $100, to $200, each. A number 
was given away to persons who would agree to build some kind of 
structure immediately. In 1902, Philip Stanton sold his interest 
in Pacific City to the Vail-Gates Group of Los Angeles. 


Henry E. Huntington, who owned the Pacific Electric Railroad and 
waS a principal stock holder in the Southern Pacific Lines, 
became interested in Pacific City. His "red cars" were already 
running to Long Beach and the Southern Pacific owned the rails 
extending to Newport Beach. Buying an interest in the West Coast 
Land and Water Co., he extended his red car line along the ocean 
front from Long Beach and electrified the old railroad line to 
Newport Beach. A wooden pier was built into the ocean and on the 
bluff a two-story frame hotel, the Huntington Inn, was erected. 
An extensive advertising campaign drew attention to Huntington 
Beach and a real estate boom. developed. Lots that had ‘sold -for 
$200 a year before sky-rocketed to $43,000. More land was added 
to the original townsite. The Huntington Beach Company, com- 
prised mostly of Angelenos, had acquired the remaining holdings. 
The company's first president, J. V. Vickers, had been a director 
of the West Coast Land and Water Co., when Stanton headed the 
syndicate. 


The City of Huntington Beach was incorporated February 17, 1909, 
with Ed Manning as the first Mayor. The original townsite 
consisted of 3.57 square miles, with a population of 915. There 
were 542 registered voters. 


From 1910 to 1920 the City maintained a slow growth rate. The 
Huntington Beach Co. operated a ranch raising food grains on some 
of 1,400 acres they owned. In 1918, they held public land 
auctions to stay out of debt. 
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In 1919, Standard Oil Company leased 500 acres of land from the 
Huntington Beach Co. The first oil well was drilled in what was 
then the northwest area of the City. This well was known as A-1l 
and was brought in during August, 1920, producing 91 barrels of 
oil a day. They continued to drill more wells on their lease and 
multitude of others moved in with hopes of finding a profitable 
oil well. Wells sprang up and in less than a month the town grew 
Brom: 141500 toeS;, 000 "people. 


Ons November 6 ,0519207 ‘Standard O1l- Co“"brought “in” a signitreant 
well known as Bolsa Chica No. l. An estimated 4,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas and 1742 barrels of oil were produced per day by this 
well alone. Standard Oil Co. shipped several hundred men from 
other fields into Huntington Beach to help contain the overflow 
offs oils. Bolsa- No.) /boprovedethat the “Huntington Beach ’o1lfseld 
was the most significant discovery and soon the population was 
over 7,000 persons. Areas as small as a City lot were leased and 
used for organizing oil corporations. Scores of them were formed 
and their stock put on the market. The old established oil com- 
panies continued to drill more wells. 


In 1926, the area between 8th Street and 23rd Street, known as 
the town lot field, produced a second oil boom. The profits from 
oil were now available to the owners of these lots. Houses and 
other structures were moved for the purpose of obtaining oil. 


In 1930, oil was discovered and produced from the tideland ocean 
pool utilizing the whipstock method. The development of this 
idea proved that oil from a known ocean pool lying off shore 
could be drilled form the upland by slant drilling, and in the 
process, preserve the beach and public recreation = area. 
Currently, close to 500 whipstock wells produce approximately 10 
miblionmsbarrels sof of], annually: (19805. The wells within the 
unit are a part of this system. 


The unit's other primarly utilization is recreation. Pamrric 
Coast Highway was completed in 1925 and provided direct access to 
Ehe wri tis Other than further public improvements and the con- 
struction of an apartment complex along the north side of the 
pier, the unit has remained unchanged. The City of Huntington 
Beach has placed some riprap along the bluffs from Goldenwest 
Street to Bolsa Chica in order to prevent wave and tidal erosion. 
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ESTHETICS RESOURCES 


The unit is a scenic resource comprised of several elements. The 
entire unit provides a panoramic perspective of the Pacific 
Ocean. Santa Catalina Island is located approximately 30 miles 
offshore and is visible much of the time. The unit's area 


between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street is relatively 
flat with ample access to the water edge. 


The area between Goldenwest Street and the unit's northerly 
boundary is characterized by bluffs with difficult access to the 


beach. This bluff area is not improved with any recreation 
facilities except with an asphalt path that is adjacent to 
Pacific Coast Highway. However, these bluffs provide vista 


points towards the ocean and along the coastline. 


The ocean meterological characteristics provide a variety of 


scenic attributes. The surface is often calm and reflective. 
However, northern winter storms create an impetus for large surf 
during winter months. Sunsets along the unit's area are 


picturesgue when the northerly coastline and Santa Catalina 
Island is silhouetted. 


The bluffs that are within the unit have been subjected to tidal 
and wave erosion. The unit's area between Goldenwest Street and 
the northerly boundary has large amounts of riprap and concrete 
Slabs placed between the water and the bluff. Reinforced steel 
bars, rusted pipes and miscellaneous concrete material is highly 
visible. This area of the unit has bluffs that are not improved 
for recreation purposes. The* top of the bluffs are: void of 
vegetation and evidence of erosion and soil breakdown is 
apparent. There are a series of oil pumps within fenced areas. 
Some of these areas have had pumps removed, yet the fencing and 
ancillary equipment remains. There iS a service road that has an 
asphalt base that connects these oil pumps. 


The unit area between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street 
has an improved bluff top park. However, there is a series of 
Oil pumps between the bluff and the beach area. A service road 
connects these pumps. There is a concrete wall that retains the 
bluff. This wall has been the object of graffiti. The surface 
of the wall has cracks and is in need of painting. There are 
overhead utility lines throughout this area. Additionally, there 
are portable toilets scattered along the service road. 


72100ResSm eB (Dratt 7/29/7387) 


RECREATION RESOURCES 


The unit serves a local and regional recreation need. The unit 
has historically provided an area for recreation because of its 
accessibility. Access to the beach area at the northerly end of 
the unit is predicated upon the tide. At high tide the water 
reaches the bottom of the bluffs precluding any use of the beach 
area. The remaining of the unit's beaches have ample access. 


Historically and currently, the unit has been utilized for 
general beach activities including swimming, surfing, fishing and 
other recreational activities. The City of Huntington Beach has 
installed a bluff top park from the pier to approximately Golden- 
west Street. This park has not only enhanced the streetscape 
along Pacific Coast Highway, but has provided for safe bicycle 
and pedestrian circulation away from vehicular traffic. 


The unit's activity can be characterized as destination oriented. 
That is, it is utilized for a series of recreational purposes 
because of the sand, water, and its general location. Both 
passive and active types of recreation characterize its usage. 
Essentially, it can (and does) accommodate large groups of people 
for a variety of purposes. The unit experiences intense activity 
and use during the summer months, specifically on weekends. The 
activity level drops noticeably during the autumn and winter 
seasons. 


The unit has ample and direct access to Pacific Coast Highway and 
adjacent neighborhoods. There is on-street parking along all 
areas within the unit. This is further facilitated by pedestrian 
Stairways between the pier and Goldenwest Street. There are no 
stairways between Goldenwest Street and the northerly boundary of 
the unit. 


There are possible hazards associated with storm surf, primarily 
during the autumn and winter months. Riptides and undertows 
present a constant concern for swimmers and surfers. As* pre- 
viously mentioned, there is a degree of hazard associated with 
access down the bluff areas between Goldenwest Street and the 
northerly boundary of the unit. 
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RESOURCE INVENTORY 


INTRODUCTION 
STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN 
(City of Huntington Beach) 
OULYy 219.87. 


by 


Barrett Consulting Group Inc. 


PURPOSE 


In January OF (1987. the ,€itys efi Huntingtons “Beach: assumed 
responsibility for a section of beach area from the State of 
California. Thiss schenge: “ein. ivesponsibiblity constituted’ sa 


keelassification of an-unit.of the.State Department. of Parks) and 
Recreation. 


Pursuant s to =iPubdde -~Resources -<Code Section:..5002, 14 laexeealn) 
inventory of “the unlt!'s scenic, naturaljicand cultural feattures, 
including, but not limited to, ecological,  archacolgical, 
historical, and geological features..." shall be,completed prior 
to the reclassificaiton of a unit within the state park system. 
The inventory has been prepared for the formal review and 
approval by the State Park and Recreation Commission. 


It. should be noted .that).the -init'’s size sand configuration,, and 
exposure to industrial development for approximately 70 years 
severely restricted the discovery and analysis of unique natural 
and archaeological elements. However, the unit was thoroughly 
researched through personal interviews, field reconnaissance and 
literature searches in order to provide a comprehensive resource 
document. It is further understood that this resource inventory 
Will serve as base data for: 


= for~publac information, 
- for the development of resource management policy: 


- for the development of resource management and protection 
programs; 


- to serve as a reference for the clarification and solution 
of resource problems; 


- to serve as background information for planning facilities 
in the park system; 


- for assessment of environmental impacts; 
- for development of interpretive programs; and 


- to serve as background information for maintenance and 
operation 


Additionally, this inventory was developed in a flexible format 
so that revision and periodic updating may be facilitated. 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


Currently, the,wpreject. is. Known was ‘the State ;Beach = City of 
Huntington Beach. It was formerly a portion of the Bolsa Chica 
State Beach. The unit is located between the Huntington Beach 
Municipal Pier and «the, City,,of Huntington-. Beach, northerly 
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municipal boundaries. It is between Pacific Coast Highway and 
the Pacific Ocean. It is approximately 2.3 miles in length and 
encompasses approximately 100 acres. 


The junit -is® within ‘the County ‘of Orange and’ lies between) the 
BolSa Chica’ State” ‘Beach'~and° the “City. of ‘Huntimgton’ ‘Beach 
Municipal Beach. Nearby communities include Fountain Valley, 
Newport Beach, Westminster and Seal Beach. The most prominent 
geographical entity is the Pacific Ocean that is southerly and 
- easterly adjacent to the unit. 


Another prominent landmark is the Bolsa Chica Wetlands that are 
located to the northeast of the subject unit. The wetlands have 
been the subject of thorough analyses, development alternatives 
and state legislation. The unit is located within the Coastal 
Strip landscape province, and specifically in the zone designated 
for the area between the Mexico border and Point Concepcion. 
Figures I-l, I-2, and I-3 illustrate the unit's state wide, re- 
gional and specific locations, respectively. The unit has direct 
aecess to’ and. “from Pacifie’~ Coast “Highway along "its ~ entire 
length. Pacific Coast Highway has on-street parking along the 
oceanward side. Additional parking lots are located near the 
municipal pier between the beach and Pacific Coast Highway. 
There are a series of major arterials that terminate into Pacific 
Coast Highway which directly facilitate traffic from population 
areas to the unit. These arterials include Warner Avenue, 
Goldenwest Street and Beach Boulevard. The nearest freeway is 
the San Diego Freeway (S.R. 405) which is approximately five (5) 
miles from the unit. 


The unit is adjacent to the large population centers of Orange 
County and is approximately 30 to 40 minutes of driving time away 
from the Los Angeles area. Pacific Coast Highway is served by 
the Orange County Transit District (OCTD) and has several bus 
stops adjacent to the unit. Primarily, the unit is served by 
OCTD* Routes ~No. 25 -ad'29.° "The nearest airport is the’ John Wayne 
Airport (Orange County) which is located approximately 10 miles 
to the southwest. The Long Beach Airport is located approxi- 
mately 15 miles northerly of the unit. The Los Angeles Inter- 
national Airport is located approximately 40 miles to the north. 


INVENTORY STUDY AREA 


As previously mentioned, the unit is relatively small (100 acres) 
and has a long, narrow configuration. Tt is primarily composed 
of a beach area and a bluff area. At'’the southerly end’ of the 
unit, the beach area occupies the majority of the unit. As the 
unit extends northward, the beach area diminishes and the bluff 
area increases in width. The unit is occupied by a pier side 
parking area, a multiple family development, a concession stand, 
a series of oil pumps and a bluff top park between the municipal 
plier and Goldenwest Street. From Goldenwest Street to the 
northerly municipal boundary, the unit is void of improvements 


with the exception of some Oil pumps and an asph 
bicycle/pedestrian path. misery 
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The following sections of the inventory often incorporate a much 
larger geographical context than that area limited to the unit. 
Again, the unit's size and configuration precludes a focused 


analysis. Figure 1-4 depicts the unit's boundaries and serves as 
a project base map. 
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UNIT LOCATION 


FIGURE I-14 
UNIT LOCATION (STATE) 
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UNIT LOCATION (SPECIFIC) 
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TOPOGRAPHY 


INTRODUCTION 


Topographic information on the project area was obtained from a 
brief field reconnaissance of the site; U.S. Geological ‘Survey 
Seal Beach and Newport Beach 7.5 min quadrangle maps; aerial 
photography at 100-foot and 40-foot scale (March, 1987); and a 
City of Huntington Beach, Department of Public Works survey of 


the Ordinary High Water Mark, from Main Street’to a point 2.3 
miles to the northwest. 


REGIONAL SETTING 


A variety of physiographic features comprise the coastal plain 
region of which the unit is a part (Figure T-l). These features 
include the bordering highlands of the Santa Ana Mountains, San 
Joaquin Hills, Puente Hills and Coyote Hills. The Santa Ana 
Mountains contain the highest peak fringing the coastal plain, 
Santiago Peak, which rises approximately 5,680 feet above sea 
level. The highlands areas are structural in origin, moderate to 
bold in relief and generally of mature form. The Coyote Hills, 
which border the coastal plain on the north, are inland foothills 
of moderate relief, locally planed and covered with a thin layer 
of alluvium. Alluvial fans, aggradational slopes of mild relief, 
have developed adjacent to the highlands and foothills. The most 
prominent fan system in the Orange County area abuts the Santa 
Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills and is called the Tustin 
Plain. The central lowland which comprises the area between the 
Newport-Inglewood zone and the Coyote Hills has been named the 
Downey Plain or Central Plain and is composed of the recent 
alluvial sediments. 


A major feature controlling land forms in: the, coastal plain is 
the Newport-Inglewood structural zone, which consists of a series 
of interrelated faults and folds. The Newport-Inglewood struc- 
tural zone is marked by a series of low northwest trending hills 
and uplifted plains which extend from the Santa Monica Mountains 
southeast to the unit area, where the trend heads offshore. The 
SionalkehillMwUpbhitt,~sLandings Hill, “Bolsa -ChicanMesayernunt ngten 
Beach Mesa, and Newport Mesa are features attributed to folding 
along the structural zone. The hills and mesas of the Newport- 
Inglewood belt are separated by several gaps. The most signi- 
ficant for the purposes of this study are the 1.6-mile wide Bolsa 
Gap, situated northwest of the Huntington Beach Mesa, and Santa 
Ana Gap between the Huntington Beach and Newport Mesas, which has 
avewidath of. 24 miles. Figure T-2 is a topographic map of the 
area showing the relative relief of the gaps and mesas. 


(72100-Topo ) Teel (DRAPT-7/729/87 } 


118°30’ 


SAN FERNANOO ‘SS 


118°00° 
VALLEY 


eour 
sentnes, 


4s' 


117°37'307 
SAN GAGRIEL MOUNTAINS 
g NyeROUGO a 


SANTA 
MONICA 


/ 
MOUNTAINS eA - 


& setetee 
7 i et pears ; ‘8 
a ees 
SAN GABRIEL o's 


quads 
v 
a’ 


) 
MOT CY) 


F ee vauceyf/ 
rs eigsign Ce 1: 
|, Beverly “His 
- Hills 


peetee® 
~ 


yin 


pT. 
Beeson ee Fanittier 7 
de ih SCO 
34°00" 


4 
ys Hulls 
4000 


Dominguez’4,: \ 
Hill 


woh em “Sin, c 
Ce 


SANTA ANA 
45’ 


MOUNTAINS 


Huntington \ 
Beach 


10 MILES 
from Yerkes and others, 1965 


33°30" 


EXPLANATION 


WHITTIER 


Fault or fault zone 


Dashed where approximately located, 
queried where doubtful 


——-+- 
Syncline 
Dashed where approximately located 


FIGURE T-1 
4—-——-—4+— 
Anticline 


LOS ANGELES BASIN 
Secret acs sheave vr PHYSIOGRAPHIC FEATURES 
A A' 


<= 
Topographic Profile 
Figure T-2 


BARRETT CONSULTING GROUP INC 


° e 
3184-K Awway Avenue Coste Mesa, CA 92626 714/545-4335 Telex No. 314583 


SITE DESCRIPTION 


The site of the 100-acre beach park is near the southwestern 
onshore termination of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone. 
The park area extends from Pacific Coast Highway oceanward to the 
Ordinary High Water Mark. The local features affecting the 
topography of the park area are the Santa Ana Gap, Huntington 
Beach Mesa, the Bolsa Gap, and the shoreface itself. Elevations 
range between sea level and a maximum of 40 feet above sea 
level. The steepest elevations are encountered in the bluff area 
at the northwest end of the site (Figure T-2). Slopes range from 
0 percent to nearly vertical. Figure T#+3 is a topographic 
profile of Huntington Beach Mesa illustrating the relative 
changes in slope present in the unit area. 


Bolsa Gap 


The 1.6-mile wide Bolsa Gap lies northwest of the Huntington 
Beach Mesa. It is an ancient beheaded stream channel eroded 
across the Huntington Beach anticline and partially backfilled by 
basal sand and gravel deposits and overlain by alluvial, lagoonal 
and tidal marsh deposits. The general area is locally known for 
its peat beds and historic artesian wells and springs. The 
Original .Late Pleistocene surface of the Huntington Beach 
anticline was eroded to a depth of 210 feet below the crest of 
Huntington Beach Mesa, or about 70 feet below: the present mean 
sea level, creating the gap. The channel and its associated 
sediments extend northestward approximately 6 miles’. before 
terminating near the City of Westminster where it is cut off by 
the western flank of the deeper trench of the Santa Ana Gap. The 
Bolsa Gap is believed to be the topographic expression of an 
earlier channel position of the Santa Ana River. 


Huntington Beach Mesa 


The Huntington Beach Mesa is a roughly rectangular elevated plain 
as illustrated on the topographic map of the Seal Beach 7.5 min. 
guad. The mesa extends inland approximately 4 miles and runs 
about 2.5 miles along the coast. Its southwestern edge faces the 
beach and is al sea cLif£et 30; to 40 feet high}; it 1s borderedy on 
the northwest and southwest by stream-cut bluffs of 70 and 45 
feet, respectively. These bluffs diminish in size away from the 
coastline. The surface of the mesa consists of three inland dip- 
ping segments of distinct altitude and the northeastern margin of 
the mesa slopes beneath the Downey Plain. The segment of the 
mesa which borders the coast extends inland approximately 0.5 
mile and terminates in a succession of small undrained 
depressions aligned parallel to the coast. Its surface is nearly 
horizontal and ranges between 30 and 40 feet above mean sea 
level. The central segment of the mesa begins approximately 1 to 
1.25 miles inland from the coast; it is the highest segment and 
contains three small hills, the tallest of which stands 130 feet 
above mean sea level. The landward segment of the mesa slopes 
northeastward from an altitude of 75 feet above mean sea level to 
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about 25 feet and extends for 2.5 miles. This segment is 
dissected by several long gullies, the most extensive of which is 
2 miles in length. The mesa is the surface expression of the 
Huntington Beach anticline, a series of folded Strata thought to 
have been deformed by pressures along the Newport-Inglewood fault 
zone during Tertiary time. 


Shoreface 


The shoreface is an environment within which depositional 
Processes are controlled by wave energy. The shoreface is 
Subject to modification by storm processes. During a storm high 
amplitude waves can scour the bottom, suspending and then 


redepositing sand farther seaward as the storm wanes. Winter 
storms often result in a narrowing and lowering of the beach 
area. The foreshore or intertidal zone of the shoreface is 


usually marked by a change in Slope, this is the zone affected by 
the swash runup occurring with each wave Surge and backwash 
runoff between surges. The backshore environment, located 
landward of the intertidal zone, is characterized by subaerial, 
wind-generated deposits. The seaward limit of the backshore is 
indicated by the foreshore change in slope. This backshore area 
ranges from 0 to 800 feet in width within the project unit: 
Landward of the berm area, sand dunes may be developed and inland 
of the dunes naturally Occurring lagoons and marshes may exist; 
however, the bluffs of the uplifted Huntington Beach Mesa prevent 
sand dune and marsh development within the PrOJveCce unit. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


ahe. anit! $size and configuration does not afford detailed 
Studies or boundary Surveys. The area has been well documented 


and there appears to be no further need for future studies with 
respect to the City's long-range plans. 


(72100-Topo) E=6 (DRAFT-7/29/87) 


REFERENCES 


California Department of Water Resources. 1980. 
Near-Surface Water, 
Quadrangles. 


Isobath Map of 
Seal Beach and Newport Beach 7.5 min. 


Orange County Water District.. 1983. Investigation of Seawater 
Intrusion Between Huntington Beach Mesa and the San Gabriel 
River. 


Poland, J.F. et al. 1956. Groundwater Geology of the Coastal 


Zone, Long Beach-Santa Ana Area, California. U.S. Geological 
survey Water-Supply Paper 1109; 1-161. 


U.S. Geological Survey. Newport Bech 7.5 min. Quadrangle 


U.S. Geological Survey. 


Seal Beach 7.5 min. Quadrangle 


Yerkes, R.F. et al. 1965. Geology of the Los Angeles Basin 


California--An Introduction. U.S. Geological Survey 
Professional Paper 420-A: AI1-A58. 


(72100-REF4 ) (Draft) = 97729787) 


RESOURCE INVENTORY 


METEOROLOGY 
STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN 
(CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH) 
JULY, L987 


by 
Laurel K Vedder 
Staf£ Geologist 


Barrett Consulting Group Inc. 


METEOROLOGY 


INTRODUCTION 


Information On the meteorology of the unit area was obtained 
primarily from Keith (1980). The profile of the South Coast Air 
Basin presented by Keith (1980) is a collection of data on 
several meteorological traits of the area including temperature, 


precipitation, relative humidity, wind, fog, insolation and air 
quality. 


CLIMATE 


General Description 


The climate of this portion of the. southern California coastline 
has been classified as Mediterranean, typical of coastal strips 
along the western shores of continents at lower latitudes. It is 
characterized by sparse rainfall, occurring predominantly in the 
winter months, and hot summers cooled locally by sea breezes. 

Southern California lies in the semi-permanent high pressure zone 
@£ the eastern Pacific ..Ocean. Despite occasionally heavy 


rainfall, the overall climate of the area is dry, 90 percent of 
the days being rain free each year. 


During spring and summer, the predominant wind flow in coastal 
waters is from the northwest. The ocean flow resulting from this 
wind pattern is a drift of warm surface water seaward to the 
southwest. The surface water is then replaced by cold waters 
from below in a process termed "upwelling." The cold ocean 
surface produced as .a result of upwelling underlies warm 
descending air on the eastern side of the high pressure system 
and produces, by cooling and turbulent mixing, a persistent layer 
of marine air based at the ocean surface. The top of the marine 
layer defines the base of a temperature inversion above which the 
air is warm and dry. This layering of warm air over cool air 
hinders the normal dispersal of pollutants produced in the area, 
and. 1S ‘a.major .cantributor to the’ air quality problems: of 
southern California. Temperature inversions are characteristic 
of the study area and usually dissipate by midday when the cooler 
marine air has been heated by the sun. 


Temperature 


Yearly average temperatures show little variation along the coast 
and range from 61°F to 65°F. The monthly mean maximum 
temperatures along the coast are only 12° higher during August 
than in January, and warm days occur in all seasons. The Pacific 
Ocean provides a moderating influence resulting in a cooler 
average summer temperature (67°F) and warmer average winter 
temperature (S5°F) than inland areas. Table M-l lists 
temperature data for Orange County. 
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TABLE M-1 
ORANGE COUNTY 
CLIMATOLOGICAL TEMPERATURE DATA 


eee nnn 


Average 
Temperature 
In Degrees F. ¢ 
By Month El Toro Laguna Beach Los Alamitos Newport Beach Santa Ana_ Tustin Yorba Linda 
Ea Se ee er ae eee, ee ae Pe ee es ee eed 2 Bn eh es 
Years of Record 14 27 12 29 43 46 44 
OE RETO ea ea a Saal Na cA ee A lt AS Matt ie) iL BS 
Jan. Max 63 64 64 63 68 66 66 
Min 44 44 42 45 39 40 41 
Feb. Max 65 65 65 63 68 67 68 
Min 45 45 4a 47 42 42 42 
Mar. Max 67 66 66 65 71 70 71 
Min 46 46 46 49 44 43 43 
Apr Max 69 68 68 66 73 72 73 
Min 50 50 50 52 48 47 47 
May Max 72 71 70 68 76 75 "fF 
Min 53 53 53 55 SI a 50 
June Max 76 73 73 70 79 80 82 
Min 56 56 57 58 55 55 54 
July Max 81 76 79 74 84 84 88 
Min 61 60 61 61 59 58 58 
Aug Max 81 77 79 74 85 85 88 
Min 60 60 61 62 59 58 58 
Sept Max 81 77 80 74 84 84 87 
Min 59 58 59 60 56 58 55 
Oct Max 76 73 75 71 79 79 80 
Min 55 54 54 56 51 50 51 
Nov Max 72 70 71 68 75 75 75 
Min 50 48 47 50 44 43 47 
Dec Ma x 66 66 67 65 69 68 69 
Min 46 45 43 46 41 40 43 
Annual Max 72 70 71 68 76 75 77 
Min 52 52 51 33 49 49 49 
Average 62 61 61 61 63 62 63 
Record Max 107 106 108 106 112 111 114 


Record Min 25 21 28 29 22 18 23 


Average monthly ocean surface water temperatures range from 59°F 
to -6s54r. Substantially lower sea surface temperatures exist in 


areas of upwelling compared to similar locations on the eastern 
shores of continents. 


Fog 


The presence of the marine layer results in moist air near the 
land surface along the coast. Over the ocean, the cool moist air 
results in a fog layer which recedes seaward during late morning 
and afternoon and moves onshore during late afternoon and 
evening. The fog encroaches onto the land more freguently in 


spring and summer months due to greater temperature variations 
between the ocean and land. 


Relative Humidity 


Relative humidy is a percentage reflecting the ratio between the 
amount of water existing in the air and the total water vapor the 
air could hold at a given temperature and pressure. Relative 


humidity in the coastal area fluctuates considerably as shown on 


Precipitation 


Rainfall in the coastal region is characterized by annual and 
seasonal variability; however, the rainy and dry seasons are 
constant. The rainy season extends from November through April, 
when greater than 90 percent of the annual rainfall occurs. 
Average rainfall as recorded at John Wayne Airport in Orange 
County is 11.41 inches per year. Table M-3 shows annual and 
averge monthly precipitation for stations in Orange County. 


The southern California coast is located in the southern portion 
of the temperate zone and its winter storms are usually the 
result of southward movement of the storm track that normally 
follows the strong mid-latitude westerlies. Steady winter rains 
occur when low pressure systems move southward and stagnate off 
the coast. Thunderstorms are not an uncommon component of these 
winter storms and are initiated as a result of cold unstable air 
moving across the comparatively warm ocean surface. Inteng#e 
rains also occur in association with southwesterly flows from the 
tropics that feed moist unstable air into the region. 


Summer rainfall is the result of a southeasterly flow from the 
Gulf of Mexico which moves clockwise around a stationary high 
pressure system centered over Texas and New Mexico. During most 
of the summer period, the Pacific high pressure system dominates 
the weather pattern and blocks the westward movement of the Gulf 


of Mexico system. Moist tropical air from a source region off 
the Baja California coast of Mexico is known to produce cyclones 
in the late summer months. Cyclone occurrences which track 


northward may eventually affect southern California. 
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TABLE M-2 


MONTHLY AND ANNUAL MEAN RELATIVE HUMIDITIES 


Mean Relative Humidities in Percent 


Station 
Month Annual 
J F M A M J J A S O N D 
Los Angeles Intl. Airport 63 67 69 70 74 a7; 76 pT 15 71 67 64 wee 
Long Beach Municipal Airport 63 65 65 65 68 69 68 67. 68 66 66 66 66 
Santa Ana 73 Pah tag a 74 5 TE VT 76 76 71 16. 76 
Los Alamitos 76 a2 74 74 qs 76 76 Le, 76 tS 70 a2 74 
El Toro 69 67 70 73 ye! 73 is 75 iw 71 62 63 70 


TABLE M-3 


AVERAGE RAINFALL - ORANGE COUNTY 


Deen eee nnn 


PRD) J F M A M J zs A S 0 N D AV MAx®) MIN 
Brea 10 42.06. C2280". 9S Ba 46: 43% “O..08% ~0k.02> “ONO” O..56-r. C128 Wale ein a 1.5Ge en cie 4ae | ete 
El Modena (Orange) 10 0.00 2.15) “re Bom E69 eon 2s Sou.03? -0n02? .ofoar 6.07 029" Tole A ies) is aloe pe 24 ens. 2 
Fullerton 20 30% 2218 2B. B22. 00.25 0.03 “0.03 OL0e 0.04 0.34 Ede 22528 2495 24038 5.75 
Laguna Beach 30 Quack Ona ME, oie Bee OL7K Tob Oey SET O07 Owl - 0.55. Fo ~ 20s S Pores es iskas) 2.45 
Newport 30 2.27) 2.58. RT ok. he oO. Ze Gr. 08? .00T Som oFror Ol454 Won S27, “We eee aio.es “3456 
Santa Ana 53 22.49; 22.83 3.510" Leen 0.35  O..03 “OLOT 050% 0.17 0.58. Tete W267 Ww Ws s67e 2Sass, 4.89 
Tustin 84 iG -DLCOr 2.1200. ¥..0, Oh 40 PO | T ONO Orel 0455 ks. 05% (2208 Se noses® “oo teere at a7 
Yorba Linda 47 25.88 0G 2.31 B22 637 “GOR LOO “OWOT 0.27) 0.625 Tos mesh Sides ie es23yes oSt 1s 


a) Annual Averages are Calendar Years 
b) Period of Record " 
c) Reported Maximum and Minimum may not include entire period of record 


d) Trace--less than 0.01 inches 


Wind 


During the rainy season, the region is. subjected’ to winds 
associated with storms moving through the area from the 
northwest. During the dry season a patterned wind flow exists, 
characterized by daytime sea breezes and night land breezes. 
This daily reversal in wind flow is evident in other seasons, but 
is most persistent in summer., The wind flows ‘are created) by the 
pressure differences between the relatively cold ocean and the 


unevenly heated land surfce. Annual average wind speed and 
percentage direction for several sites in Orange County are shown 
on Table M-4. Extreme annual wind speeds for the Los Angeles 


basin are shown on Table M-5. ; 


Santa Ana Winds. Five to ten times a year the region is 
subjected to strong winds locally termed "Santa Ana Winds." 
Santa Ana winds are downslope flows that are warmed by compres-— 
sion as they descend from the surrounding highland areas. - The 
Santa Ana winds occur when a large high pressure system builds up 
over Nevada and Utah and spreads southward over the Mojave 
Desert. The clockwise wind circulation results in air being 
pushed southward over the San Gabriel and San _ Bernardino 
Mountains. Some of the strongest winds which occur each year are 
a result of Santa Ana conditions. 


Catalina Eddy. A local wind that-affects the unit and occurs 
more frequently than the Santa Ana winds is the "Catalina Eddy," 
a low level cyclonic flow centered over Santa Catalina Island. 
The island deflects northerly winds around its northern point, 
resulting in a counter-clockwise flow over the ocean to the 
southeast. On spring and summer days, some evidence of the eddy 
is apparent along the coast, especially in morning hours when the 
breeze is southerly from San Pedro southeastward along the Orange 


County coast. Often, afternoon westerly sea breezes overwhelm 
the eddy flow, however, strong eddies have been known to last for 
several days. These strong eddies usually form ahead of an 


approaching weak cold front and cause southerly sea breezes, the 
effect of which is noticeable as far south as San Diego. 


Insolation 


The Los Angeles area receives seventy-three percent of possible 
sunshine. This is approximately midway between the fifty percent 
received along the rainy northwest coast of California and the 
ninety-one percent received in the Mojave Desert at Yuma, 
Arizona. The percentage (of) cloud cover during daylight “hours 
varies from forty-seven percent at Los Angeles’ International 
Airport to thirty-five percent in the mountain areas. The number 
of clear days increases with distance from the coast. The region 
receives less sunshine in the first six months of the year than 
in the latter six months due to a winter rainy season and a 
greater incidence of marine layers and thus an increase in fog 
during the spring. 
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TABLE M-4 


ANNUAL AVERAGE WIND SPEED AND PERCENTAGE OF DIRECTION 


ELeloOre La Habra Los Alamitos Santa Ana 
Av. Av. Av . Av. 
Dir. % Speed % Speed % Speed % Speed 
No 3555 1 6 4.6 43 0 225 
NNE 1D 2.0 32:0 4.5 0.8 
NE 6. 9.6 5.6 4.8 6.2 ao 
ENE Deis an] ; 4.4 6.4 5.2 Bs 
E 9.8 DatS 16.5 Lo3 6.6 0 Ses) Pagid 31 
ESE 5.6 SIL) 28 254 3S eT ag ate) 
SE Ost 6.4 5) Denk 4.0 4.8 aye) 2.6 
SSE 4.9 Yaw Lis: 9 Signe 3.4 S) ane asl 
S 6.2 tae 9.4 So 8.3 tl coin al Sree) 
SSW 335 thas Dent Dee Ma Bs 6 9, 0 6.8 
SW 3.8 6.7 Lote 2 Bel 16.8 6 13.9 wee 
WSW S615 ait they 5.6 a5 8.5 8.8 sew) 
W 19.9 7.6 Se 4.1 6.0 3 10.6 Se 
WNW HOPO ge SGcaaes #2009. wedi 5.4 0 1, 5q ae3. 1 
NW 4.6 5.4 ile i 6 6.8 6 cr 2-6 
NNW Zane 4.7 Cas PAE Cy) 4.8 0.6 Laut. 
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TABLE M-5 


EXTREME ANNUAL WIND SPEEDS 


Years 
of Peak Gusts?) Fastest Mile?) 
Station Record Low High Average©? Low High Average 
El for6 30 4] 81 58 
Los Alamitos 21% 40 62 49 
Los Angeles (LAX) 5 36 62 50 
Long Beach 18 18 44 34 
Los Angeles (Downtown) 36 -- 49 —— 
Los Angeles (LAX) 25 She 62 4.6 


fe ee ee ee SS 


a) Miles Per Hour 


b) The daily fastest speed, in miles per hour, 
Of Fanye mile") of wind: 


c) Average of highest gust each year for the period 
of record 


Percentage of cloudiness and sunshine recorded at three stations 
within the Los Angeles basin is shown on Table M-6. 


Climatic Record 


Many of the original temperature observation stations in the 
region were initiated as a service to citrus growers. Other 
recording stations were established at airports. Stations with 
the longest periods of record in Orange County include El Toro, 
Laguna Beach, Los Alamitos, Newport Beach, Santa Ana, Tustin and 


Yorba Linda. Of these stations, the Newport Beach Station is 
Closest to-the sunit locations 


MICROC LIMATE 


s 


Stretches of barren sand and sea bluffs may alter breezes and 
temperatures within the unit. Bluffs may protect the backshore 
from night land breezes, but also serve to channel day time land 


breezes along their fronts. Reflection from sand may cause 
increased temperatures during sunny days along the backshore 
reaches of the beach. Thé siz@ and contiguration.Gg& the unit 


does not lend itself to a detailed microclimate evaluation. 
Air Quality 


The unit is located within the South Coast Air Basins This basin 
consists of the metropolitan areas of Los Angeles, Orange, San 
Bernardino, and Riverside Counties. On most days the net wind 
flow is from west to east, which produces the effect of having 


source aréas néar the coast ifipatting réceptor aréas inlard to 
the €asts 


The South Coast Air Basin comes under the jurisdiction of the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District. The closest air 
guality monitoring station is in the City of Costa Mesa. The 
major pollution sources in the region are automobile and truck 
exhaust and local industrial plants. The pollutants of primary 
concern are ozone, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and sulfur 
dioxide. High ozone days require sunshine, early morning 
stagnation, high surface temperatures, and strong, low, morning 
inversions which greatly restrict vertical mixing. High nitrogen 
dioxide days occur during autumn and winter, and during Summer 
weather conditions of low inversions, limited mixing and stagnant 
windflow. Highest concentrations occur near high-density traffic 
sources. High carbon monoxide days are a result of strong winter 
surface inversions and light winds. Highest concentrations are 
found near the coast and valleys immediately inland. Again, 
concentrations are associated with peak traffic hours. High 


sulfur dioxide concentrations occur immediately downwind of 
sources. 
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TABLE M-6 


CLOUDINESS, SUNSHINE - SOUTH COAST AIR BASIN 


YES. OF 
Station Record Element Month Annual 
J E M A M J J A rs) O N D Total/Average 
Long Beach 21 Clouds?) % 52 6539 S344 SO” 476938 632 P40 45 48) fg 45% 
Pit Days - Clear») V2 Ole eel oe SIS ee On me Are ESS e135 BLD 157 Days 
Partly Cloudy°) 8 Gs Wo) KO) Ash aE ah wale Bh} 9 121 Days 
Clouay?) jah aK) 7 8 6 2 2 5 6 ss) AlK0) 87 Days 
Los Angeles 34 Clouds % MN ING) NG NG MOY NB BT KOBE} SGP 403% 
(Downtown) a a eS 
34 Days - Clear vA lee ae) aR ae OP ee ali ay alg? ahs 185 Days 
Partly Cloudy 8 Uf Cy AKG) EL) 9 8 9 9 7 8 106 Days 
; Cloudy 9 9 9 8 8 6 ik i 3 6 6 8 74 Days 
By Sunshine $% GCy 72 We WO) GS “GS “ie Gish 7A sy 73% 
ee ne te ee ee i OF ee a ee ee eS 
Los Angeles (LAX) 30 Clouds $% 52 Sle lend Cn 2p oem Ow S19 42) 4 Se ao A, 47% 
ee ere ee eee een tt Oe ng Oe ae fe ee ee ee ee eee 
43 Days - Clear WF WP Te Ke) OR ee 13S 3) ae 3 144 Days 
Partly Cloudy 8 5 8 Oil, 2 Wea lee 10 8 8 113 Days 
Cloudy Wi a ah TA 1K 6 6 7 8 8 10 108 Days 


eee SS 0 00000—_0TOOS—=>=>Eao>p>=_==: a ?:22270[[‘[[[jvauv—\vwawjwm=w<yw{w«w—=wrvn"[['=. 
a) Sunrise to sunset 
b) Zero to 0.3 of the sky obscured by clouds 
c) 0.4 to 0.7 cloudiness 
d) 0.8 to full cloud cover 


6 


Ozone is usually transported by winds from source areas along the 
coast to receptors along the base of the surrounding mountains. 
Offshore winds cause a more limited ozone transport with highest 
concentrations occurring in the western Los Angeles’ County 
area. Early morning northerly winds can cause ozone pollutants 
to be pushed into Orange County through Santa Ana Canyon, also of 
concern to the Huntington Beach area are east and northeasterly 


winds which blow pollutants out of the central basin areas into 
the adjacent ocean area 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Meteorological information for “the region that the unit is 
located within has been researched and is well documented. The 
only apparent need is the continual monitoring of the growing 
amount of point and non point pollution sources. 
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HYDROLOGY 


INTRODUCTION 


Geologic aquifer descriptions were obtained from Poland and 
others (1956). Information on water quality and aquifer configu- 
ration was reported in PRC Toups (1983). Background data on 
hydrologic constraints to development was gathered from geotech- 
nical reports, environmental impact reports and Orange County 


Water District reports and City of Huntington Beach General Plan 
elements. 


The unit is located at the seaward edge of the coastal floodplain 
of Orange County in Hydrologic Subarea Y0O1.Al. The land surface 
GOnsists of a broad alluvial'’floodplain yielding to, coastal’ tidal 


marshes within 8,000 feet of the ocean, a barrier beach, and low 
hills and mesas. 


WATERSHED DESCRIPTIONS 


Surface Water 


The subject unit faces the Pacific Ocean, the largest body of 
Surface water on the planet. The nearest rivers are the San 
Gabriel River to the northwest and the Santa Ana River, which 
discharges into the ocean southeast of the unit through the Santa 
Ana Gap. Remnants of coastal marshes and wetlands, although not 


specifically within the unit, are evident in both Bolsa and Santa 
Ana Gaps. 


Groundwater 


Orange County's groundwater basin is managed and protected by the 
Orange County Water District. The large synclinal groundwater 
basin underlying the Coastal Plain of Orange County is divided 
into two areas, a pressured and a nonpressured area. The non- 
pressured, or forebay area, is located in the northeastern 
portion of the basin and supplies the recharge, both artificial 
and natural, to the entire aquifer system. The unit lies within 
that portion of the basin known as the pressured area, where 
groundwater is contained in a series of pressured aquifers. 


When piezometric levels of discharging coastal aquifers are 
lowered below the critical head or pressure necessary to prevent 
saltwater encroachment or below the head of the semi-perched 
water of the uppermost aquifer, the flow of groundwater can be 
reversed. The usual southerly f£Elow..from, the .forebay, area .as 
replaced by a landward and downward hydraulic gradient which 
causes: -the-coastal. portion. of the»-aquifers to .be,nechargedaby 
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seawater intrusion. Whether seawater intrusion occurs is depen- 
dent upon the elevation of the piezometric surface, which is 
determined by the balance between natural and artificial recharge 
and extraction within the entire basin. 


The water-bearing sediments of the study area include Recent 
deposits, upper Pleistocene deposits of the Lakewood Formation, 
Lower Pleistocene deposits of the San Pedro Formation, and upper 
Pliocene deposits of the Pico formation (Figure H-1). The 
following, fs -a last: of the aquifers. of “the sprojec t= satec, 
described in succession from shallowest to deepest. A 
representative hydrogeologic cross section is included as 
Figure H-2 


Semi-perched Zone 


Semi-perched groundwater occurs in Recent deposits, including 
beach and dune sands, lagoonal, tidal marsh, alluvial and basal 
stream channel deposits. This groundwater is encountered at 
shallow depths, generally within 50 feet of the surface. dete 
contains a range in concentration of dissolved solids which can 
be attributed to several factors, which include: 1) restricted 
mobility within the lenticular deposits .of relatively low 
permeability, 2) the influence of the tidal prism, 3) solution of 
local evaporite deposits, and 4) the influx of return irrigation 
water, oil field brines, and other wastes. Because of these o 
factors and limited recharge from the forebay area the Semi- 
perched water is usually saline or brackish in nature and is 
inferior for domestic and municipal use. Locally, the water may 
be freshened by artesian springs and in areas where the Semi- 
perched zone is in contact with the underlying aquifers. 


Bolsa Aquifer 


The Bolsa aquifer comprises the basal Recent channel deposits of 
Bolsa Gap. These deposits extend inland from the gap to the City 
of Westminster where they are truncated by the Talbert aquifer, 
the principal channel deposit of the Santa Ana River. Sediments 
comprising the Bolsa aquifer are fine to coarse sand, and granule 
to pebble ‘gravel with occasional cobbles to 5 inches in 
diameter. Marine shells and thin lenses of silt, clay,.and peat 
are lesser constituents. The aquifer ranges from 5 to 40 feet in 
thickness and unconformably overlies upper and lower Pleistocene 
deposits across the floor and along the edges of Bolsa Gap. The 
Alpha, Beta, Lambda, and Meadowlark aquifers outcrop beneath the 
Bolsa aquifer in certain areas. 


Native fresh water of the Bolsa aquifer is predominantly calcium 
bicarbonate in chemical character, but ranges from calcium-sodium 
to sodium bicarbonate within 5,000 feet of the Newport-Inglewood 
Structural zone. This change is caused by the influx of 


groundwater from the Meadowlark aquifer where the two zones are e 
an hydraulic: continuity. 
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Talbert Aquifer 


The Recent age sediments which fill the Santa Ana Gap consist of 
a lower member of permeable sand and gravel and an upper member 
of relatively impermeable silt and Cray. The permeable member, 
the Talbert aquifer, is approximately 75 feet thick in the west 
and central part of the gap, thinning to about $0 feet in the 
east. The Talbert aquifer extends from offshore to the forebay 
area at the mouth of Santa Ana Canyon. The Talbert aquifer is in 
hydraulic continuity with the upper Pleistocene Alpha, Beta, and 
Lambda aquifers. The Talbert aquifer crosses over the Newport- 


Inglewood | Structural zone and affords a pathway for seawater 
incursion inland. , 


Upper Pleistocene Semi-Perched Zone 


The Upper Pleistocene Lakewood Formation is differentiated into 
an upper Semi-perched zone and three interconnected aquifers and 
comfining beds. The Semi-perched zone is irregularly distributed 
throughout the area, except in the gaps, where it has’ been 
Stripped away by erosion. The Semi-perched zone generally 
includes one to two permeable beds ranging from 1 to 20 feet 
thick, separated by silt and clay. Locally, the fine-grained 
materials are absent and the aquifer reaches a thickness of 55 
feet. At Huntington Beach Mesa, oil field brines, oil refinery 
wastes and brackish water have percolated downward into the Semi- 
perched zone which, at this locality, directly overlies the Alpha 
aquifer of the Lakewood Formation. 


Alpha Aquifer 


The Alpha aquifer is the uppermost Pleistocene water-bearing zone 


containing developed water wells. In the seaward two-thirds of 
the Bolsa Gap, the aquifer is largely stripped away by erosion, 
elsewhere it is continuous. Where it is exposed in the sea 


cliffs of Huntington Beach Mesa, the aquifer is composed of fine 
to coarse sand and cross-bedded pebbly sand and gravel with some 
cobbles up to 6 inches in diameter. The aquifer ranges in 
thickness from a thin, erosional edge in Bolsa Gap to 110 feet 
thick, but averages 60 to 80 feet in thickness. The aquifer 
conformably overlies a marine silt and clay confining bed of 10 
Eon. o> reet. in thickness. Where this bed thins and pinches out 
across anticlinal folds, the Alpha and Beta aquifers merge and 
are difficult to differentiate. 


Beta Aquifer 


Except where eroded in Bolsa Gap, the Beta aquifer is for the 


most part continuous throughout the area. The aquifer is 
composed of medium to coarse sand and granule to cobble gravel. 
Silty and mclay “occur “asi thin, interbeds. The aquifer reaches 


thicknesses of up to 80 feet, but on the average is 40 to 50 feet 
thick and is encountered 35 feet below sea level across the 
Huntington Beach anticline. The aquifer normally overlies a 
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marine silt and clay confining bed, however, inland from the 
Newport-Inglewood fault zone this bed thins and pinches out and 
the Beta and underlying Lambda aquifers form a single, merged 
zone. 


Lamdba Aquifer 


The Lambda aquifer is fairly consistent except where eroded in 
the Bolsa Gap area. The aquifer is composed of fossiliferous 
fine to coarse sand with granule to pebble gravel and interbeds 
of silt and clay. The aquifer varies in texture within the area 
becoming finer grained away from the Newport-Inglewood structural 
zone. The aquifer reaches a maximum thickness of 90 feet, but 
usually ranges from 30°to 50 feet in thickness. It thins across 
the Newport-Inglewood structural zone to 10 to 20 feet over the 
Huntington Beach anticline. The base of the aguifer reaches an 
upper elevation of 70 feet below mean sea level in Bolsa Gap. 
The Lambda aquifer conformably overlies a marine silt and clay 
bed of the San Pedro Formation, however beneath Bolsa Gap the 
marine silt and clay has been eroded and the Lambda aquifer 
overlies the Meadowlark aquifer of the San Pedro Formation 
direcuLly. 


Meadowlark Aquifer 


The lower Pleistocene marine deposits of the San Pedro Formation 
contain three principal aquifers, the uppermost water-bearing 
beds are collectively known as the Meadowlark aquifer. The 
Meadowlark aquifer is continuous throughout the area with the 
exception of an eroded portion in the vicinity of Bolsa Gap. The 
aquifer consists of fossiliferous fine to coarse silty sand and 
fine gravel. tinterbeds: of silt” and’ clay ‘up *“to+'25* feet thick 
commonly separate the aquifer into two or three zones. The lower 
portion of the aquifer is locally fine to medium silty sand and 
seldom is developed to wells. The aquifer ranges up to 120 feet 
in thickness, and the base of the aquifer lies 80 feet below mean 
sea level at its highest elevation near Bolsa Gap. The aquifer 
overiies a zone” of silt and clay ‘containing “stringers “of@sand 
which grade locally into gravel. 


Main Aquifer 


The Main aquifer is the principal water-bearing zone penetrated 
by wells along the seaward perimeter of the Orange County coastal 


plain. The aquifer is continuous except in the Santa Ana Gap 
area and consists of fossiliferous beds of medium to coarse sand 
and gravel, fine to medium sand and silt and clay. Coarse 


grained sediments commonly occur in the upper portion 76£5 he 
aquifer, but beneath Huntington Beach Mesa the upper beds are 
fine silty sand ors si ltrsandsiclays The aquifer varies in 
thickness along the Newport-Inglewood structural zone from a 
maximum of 365 feet in Bolsa Gap to 95 feet inland from the 
structural zone. The aguifer ranges from 150 to 250 feet in 
thickness and its base reaches its highest elevation at 350 feet 
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below mean sea level across the axis of the Huntington Beach 
anticline. The aquifer conformably overlies a confining zone of 


Silt and clay with thin stringers of fine to medium silty and 
gravelly sand. 


Lower Zone 


Fine to coarse sand and gravel deposits with interbedded silt and 
clay occur locally at or near the base of the San Pedro Fromation 
from 150 to 350 feet below the Main aquifer. The beds are dis- 


continuous along the Newport-Inglewood structural zone, where 
they range ins thickness from 5 ‘to 120.feet. 


oT 


Upper Pliocene Deposits 


Although not locally developed as a water supply, permeable beds 
of the upper Pico formation do contain fresh groundwater. These 
beds occur throughout the area, at the crest of the Huntington 
Beach anticlinal fold, they lie between 750 and 1780 feet below 
sea level and are up to 1000 feet thick. The deposits are com- 


posed of partially consolidated gravel, sand, silt and clay of 
Marine origin. 


Monitoring Wells 


Twenty-five monitoring wells are currently in the forebay area of 
the coastal plain. The wells are perforated at specific depths 
to monitor conditions within a particular aquifer. Water levels 


and water samples for analysis are routinely obtained from the 
monitoring wells. 


CONSTRAINTS 
Flood Prone Areas 


The unit incorporates the beach shoreface and bluffs of the 
Huntington Beach Mesa from Pacific Coast Highway to the mean high 
tide or ordinary highwater mark. Flooding resulting from storm 
waves or tsunamis may occur along the coast; however freshwater 
flooding hazards are limited to the Bolsa and Santa Ana Gap areas 
which flank the Huntington Beach Mesa to the northwest and south- 
east respectively.the Bolsa and Santa Ana Gap areas which flank 
the Huntington Beach Mesa to the northwest and_= southeast 
respectively. Flood water surface elevations to depths of up to 
1l feet above mean sea level could occur in these areas. 


High Water Table 


A high water table exists within the unit due to its proximity to 
the Pacific Ocean. Depth to near-surface water is 3 to 5 feet 
throughout the unit as depicted on Figure H=3. “The depth to the 
groundwater table, whether saline or fresh, is of particular 
geotechnical concern to the Huntington Beach area. Foundation 


design and septic system design must take into account the high 
water table. 
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Water Quality 


Native fresh waters of the Alpha, Beta, and Lambda aquifers are 
typically calcium bicarbonate to calcium-sodium bicarbonate 


in 
chemical character, but range to sodium bicarbonate within the 
Lambda aguifer. A general increase in calcium occurs areally 


toward mergence of these Pleistocene aquifers with the Bolsa 
aquifer, due to the influx of groundwater from that aquifer. 


Seaward of the Newport-Inglewood fault, groundwaters native to 
the upper, Pleistocene aquifers are predominantly saline, and are 
therefore inferior for domestic and municipal use. The origin of 
these saline groundwaters is attributed to the partial or nearly 
complete reentrance of seawater into the aguifers after the 


barrier effects of the Newport-Inglewood fault zone had been 
created. 


Waters of the Meadowlark aquifer, the Main aquifer, and the Lower 
Zone are sodium bicarbonate in chemical character and are soft to 


very asoftt, In and near areas of hydraulic continuity with 
overlying aquifers, water of the Meadowlark aquifer is altered to 
sodium-calcium or calcium-sodium bicarbonate in chemical 


character and is moderately hard. 


Waters of the Main aquifer and the Lower Zone are characterized 
by a hydrogen sulfide odor and an amber color. Except for these 
objectionable features, which can be removed by treatment, the 
waters are excellent for domestic and municipal use. 


Seaward of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone groundwaters 
native to the lower Pleistocene aquifers are predominantly 
brackish to saline, are sodium chloride in chemical character, 
and are unsuitable for domestic, municipal, and irrigation 
uses. They are a blend of freshwater and seawater which entered 


the aquifers after the barrier effects of the fault zone were 
created. 


The main contributors to the decline of water guality in the unit 


area) ares;stormwater runoff ;:soil preduction outfalis,-oiloispills 
and seawater intrusion into groundwater. 


The areas of concern with respect to saltwater intrusion in 
Huntington Beach are the gaps between the coastal mesas. 
Seawater intrusion was first observed near the coast in the Santa 
Ana Gap during the early 1930's in municipal supply wells of 
Newport Beach and Laguna Beach County Water District. By the 
middle 1940's the intrusion had progressed inland approximately 
1 mile and by 1963 had encroached 3 miles inland. Injection 
facilities were completed in 1975 in the inland portion of Santa 
Ana Gap to protect groundwater quality in the area. 


Coastal waters are subject to pollutants arising from 


fertilizers, pesticides, vehicle hydrocarbons, greases, oil, 
rubber, plastics, asbestos, paint and metal fragments, bacterial 
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organisms and coarse litter, all of which can enter the coastal 
waters through storm drains, flood control channels, and outfall 
pipelines relating to sanitary districts, Southern California 
Edison and oil companies. Thé-oil) production activities “of tthe 


Subject unit result in clays, brines and oil residue. Runoff 
from l"oi1l* well “and> *tank® sites: is) 2a potential water pollution 
source. Despite containment systems, contaminated runoff does 


leave -the oil’ sites’ to. collect)..in “storm drains ‘and “natural 
basins. Oil production activities have been designed to protect 
the fresh groundwater resources of the area. An offshore tanker 
unloading platform and three offshore oil production platforms 
are also potential oil spill sources. The protection of water 
quality and enforcement of water quality standards is conducted 
by regional, state and federal agencies. 


Monitoring of water quality in Huntington Beach waters is carried 
out by the Orange County Environmental Management Agency which 
monitors the temperature, acidity, dissolved oxygen content, 
heavy metals content and other physical parameters of waters. 
The» ‘Orange County’ Sanitation District “maintains*-a @testing 
operation to monitor effluent as it leaves the sanitation plant 
and at its outfall. Ocean waters are periodically tested in the 
vicinity of the outfall. The Orange County Human Services Agency 
monitors bacteria levels off of the City's beaches. It also 
tests mussels taken from the Municipal Pier for contaminants. 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits 
are required for every wastewater outfall, NPDES permits are 
administered by the local Regional Water Quality Control Board. 


Pursuant to daily monitoring reports maintained by the California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), the water adjacent 
to the unit does ot contain excessive pollutants. These reports 
are on file for public review in the RWQCB's Riverside office. 


Water Quantity 


southern. ‘California, -~ineluding ~the Citys \-coastale zone; ‘isea 
semi-arid region and adequate water supply depends upon outside 
or imported sources of water. Much of the water supply fo the 
City comes from the Colorado River and from northern California 
(via the California Aqueduct). Water from these two sources is 
bought by the Orange County Water District and spread in basins 
to replenish groundwater reserves in the area. 


The City receives approximately 70 percent of its water supply 
from this groundwater reserve. The City acquires the remaining 
25 percent of its. water supply directly from the Metropolitan 
Water District (MWD) via the West Orange County Water District 
Facilities. MWD imports water from both the Colorado River and 
northern California. 
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The City water system includes eight wells, three reservoirs, 
booster pumps, a network of water lines for distribution, and 
emergency storage in the San Joaquin Reservoir. 


Eight wells varing in depth from 250 to 900 feet presently 
provide the City with water. None of the eight wells in 


Operation are located in the coastal zone, and, specifically, 
within the subject unit. 


The City has determined that current supplies are adequate with 


the ypossibility “ot dralving additional ‘wells -outside: of “the 
coastal zone to service future needs. : 


The water is transmitted from existing wells and reservoirs to 
the coastal zone via’ pipeline. Currently, a main transmission 
line is scheduled to be located in Goldenwest Street, from 


Yorktown Avenue to Pacific Coast Highway which will directly 
serve the unit. 


RECOMMENDATION 


The issue of water supply and quality is of primary importance to 
the Orange County area. Therefore, intensive research and 
studies have been completed and are on file with the City of 
Huntington Beach for public review. Additionally, conservation 
methods have been developed and set forth into policies that 
comprise, in part, the City of Huntington Beach General Plan. 
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GEOLOGY 


INTRODUCTION 


The subject unit lies near the northwestern flank of the 
Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province of southern California. 
The Peninsular Ranges province includes the Los’ Angeles 
Structural basin, the offshore area known as the Continental 
Borderland, the Santa Ana :Mountains and the ‘rest of the 
Peninsular Ranges to the south, and extends from near latitude 
34° North in the Los Angeles basin to the tip of the Baja 
California peninsula. Characterized by elongated northwest- 
trending mountain ridges separated by straight-sided sediment- 
floored valleys, the province has been uplifted, tilted seaward 
and sliced longitudinally into subparallel blocks by young, 
steeply dipping faults. These northwest to west-northwest 
trending fault zones separate large elongate blocks of different 
structural elevation which are terminated at their northwestern 
margin by the east-west trending structures of the Transverse 
Ranges province. The major faults appear to be late Cenozoic in 
age, and many are seismically active. The Newport-Inglewood 
structural zone is one of the major northwest trending structural 
elements of the northern portion of the Peninsular Ranges 
province. The onshore extent of the zone runs from the mouth of 
the Santa Ana River, just south of the subject unit, northwest to 
Beverly Hills. A map showing the major structural elements of 
the region is included as Figure G-l. Figure G-2 is a regional 
geologic map of the coastal plain and contiguous areas. 


The unit lies within the regional structural trough known as the 
Los Angeles_ basin. Non-marine to bathyal marine upper 
Cretaceous, Tertiary and Quaternary sediments deposited on 
crystalline rocks of both oceanic and continental basement 
compose the stratigraphic sequence of the basin. Strata consist 
primarily of conglomerates, sandstones, sands, shales, and 
mudstones. Sediments were derived from the north and east except 
during middle Miocene time when oceanic highlands are thought to 
have shed clastics from the south. The basin, which is bounded 
on the north by the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains, on 
the south by the Pacific Ocean, and on the west and the east by 
‘' the Santa Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills, is approximately 
45 miles wide by 65 miles long. Geophysical studies show the 
total depth of the basin to be over 30,000 feet. 


References that describe the stratigraphy of the Los Angeles 
basin and surrounding areas include those by Jahns (1954), Yerkes 
and others (1965) and Schoellhamer and others (1981). Recent 
interpretations of the structures of the Newport-Inglewood fault 
zone are discussed by Harding (1973). 
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LITHOLOGY 


The following is a brief description of the geologic formations 
which underlie the project unit, beg inning with the oldest 
formations first. A stratigraphic column is shown in Figure G-3. 


Catalina Schist 


The crystalline basement rock, the. Catalina. Schist, which 
composes the floor of the basin beneath the study area is thought 
to be of oceanic rather than of continental origin. The Catalina 
Schist is an intensely foliated metamorphic crystalline rock 
found at depths of up to 15,000 feet. Neither the age nor the 
stratigraphic “position of thee.Catalina-Schists.s known; the 
oldest known overlying rocks are middle Miocene rocks of the 
Topanga Formation. Where oil wells have penetrated the Catalina 
Schist near the northerly extension of the Newport-Inglewood 
zone, glaucophane and lawsonite schists, characteristic of the 
rock formation are absent, and garnet-bearing schists, 
serpentinite, metagabbro, and metavolcanic rocks occur. The 
foliated schists of the Catalina Schist have been tentatively 
correlated with the Jurassic to early Cretaceous Franciscan 
Formation. 


Topanga Formation 


Beneath the study area the Catalina Schist is overlain by the 
middle Miocene Topanga Formation. Recent cross sections across 
the area show the Topanga Formation to be 6,430 feet thick. The 
Topanga Formation, where penetrated in the subsurface by oil 
wells, consists of an. alternating sequence of gray, medium- to 
coarse-grained sandstone interbedded with gray siltstone and 
sandy siltstone. Conglomerate beds occur sporadically throughout 
the section. Dark-colored siltstone and hard mudstone are also 
present. Fossil molluscan faunas typical of middle Miocene 
assemblages throughout southern California are locally abundant 
in the formation, which is thought to have been deposited in a 
shallow marine environment. An erosional unconformity divides 
the Topanga Formation from the younger siltstones of the Puente 
Formation. 


Puente Formation 


The Puente Formation consists of a series of sands, silts and 
clays of late Miocene age. The fine clastics of the Puente 
Formation were deposited in a marine slope to basin environment 
and reach a thickness of approximately 4,500 feet beneath the 
Project unit. Fish bones and scales, abundant foraminifera, and 
local concentrations of phosphatic nodules and small pyrite 
crystals are present. The lowest portion on the formation 
consists of hard, dark-gray to black siltstone and silty shale. 
Bedding varies from paper-thin laminations to massive beds up to 
three feet in thickness. The bedding commonly is accentuated by 


laminae and beds of fine- to coarse-grained gray feldspathic 
sandstone. 
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Fernando Formation 


Pliocene strata informally known as the Repetto and _ Pico 
formations have been redefined as the Fernando Formation. In the 
subsurface, the lower portion of the formation consists of 
greenish-gray micaceous siltstone, sandy siltstone, fine-grained 
Sandstone and varying amounts of interbedded gray medium- 
to coarse-grained sandstone. Foraminifera from the lower part of 
the formation suggest an Early Pliocene age and marine slope or 
basin deposition for the basal part of the formation. The upper 
portion of the formation, known as the Pico formation in the 
subsurface, is composed of an alternating sequence of sandstone, 
conglomerate and micaceous siltstone. Remains of mollusks and 
foraminifera indicate shallow marine deposition in Late Pliocene 
time. The Fernando Formation reaches a thickness of 1,500 feet 
beneath the project unit and is unconformably overlain by the 
lower Pleistocene San Pedro Formation. 


San Pedro Formation 


Shallow marine deposits of the lower Pleistocene San Pedro 
Formation underlie upper Pleistocene and Recent’ formations 
throughout the area. The San Pedro Formation reaches a maximum 
thickness of about 1,050 feet. The formation iS approximately 
600 feet thick beneath Huntington Beach Mesa due to thinning and 
erosion across the anticlinal fold. Exposed in limited outcrops 
at the margins of the Huntington Beach Mesa, the San Pedro 
Formation is differentiated from the ovelying Lakewood Formation 
by a characteristic assemblage of foraminifera. It consists of 
silt, clay, sand and gravel, deposited predominantly in shallow 
Marine environments in the unit area, but also including 
intertidal and lagoonal deposits. 


Lakewood Formation 


The Lakewood Formation includes deposits informally known as the 
Terrace Cover, Palos Verdes Sand and unnamed upper Pleistocene 
deposits and is exposed at the surface on the Huntington Beach 
Mesa. The Lakewood Formation consists of shallow marine, 
intertidal, and continental deposits ranging in thickness from an 
erosional edge in Bolsa Gap to a probable maximum thickness of 
400 feet inland. The upper beds of the Lakewood Formation are 
exposed across the hills and mesas of the Newport-Inglewood 
Structural zone and occur beneath the Recent deposits of Bolsa 
and Santa Ana Gaps. The upper Pleistocene Lakewood Formation has 
been extensively eroded across the Huntington Beach anticline and 
is stripped away across the fold crest. The Lakewood Formation 
lies conformably upon the lower Pleistocene San Pedro Formation 
inland, but across the Huntington Beach anticline, the contact is 
one of slight unconformity. The Lakewood Formation is 
distinguishable by its commonly oxidized state and consists of 
reddish-brown sand and silt interbeded by fossiliferous sands and 
gravels. The sands of the Lakewood Formation are locally crowded 
with marine mollusks. 
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Recent Deposits 

Recent deposits of the project area include alluvial gravels, 
sands and silts; marsh deposits and peat beds; and beach sands. 
The alluvial deposits of Recent age consist primarily of sand, 
gravel silt and some clay. Lenses of coarse sand and gravel are 
found in the channel deposits of major streams which flowed 
through the Bolsa and Santa Ana Gaps. Fine sands, silts and clay 
are flood-plain deposits carried into the interstream areas 
during flooding. Near the coast and within the coastal bordering 
reaches of the gaps, tidal marshes have extended inland as far as 
3 miles. These marshes include lagoons and@ tidal sloughs 
connected with the ocean through channels that breach barrier 
beaches fronting the gaps. The marsh deposits are predominantly 


fine silty sands, generally highly fossiliferous, silts and 
clays. ; 


Peat beds originated from buildup of vegetation and decay of 
Organic material in protected areas bypassed by flooding. A peat 
bed ranging in thickness from a few inches to many feet lies a 
few feet beneath the floor of Santa Ana Gap. Locally this bed is 
reported “tor be 50 feet thick, “indicating  a.continuous buildup 
over a period of 1000 years. Another extensive peat deposit 
occurs along the flank of Bolsa Gap. However, there is no 
evidence that indicates peat beds underlie the unit. 


Recent beach deposits form narrow strips fringing wave-cut sea 
cliffs of the relatively soft Pleistocene sediments of the 
coastal mesas. Barrier beaches have formed across the Bolsa and 
Santa Ana Gaps. The narrow cliff-side beaches commonly lie 
almost entirely within the tidal span, but coastal clastic 
deposits associated with beach deposition continue seaward for. 
many hundreds, and in places, thousands of feet. The fine to 
coarse sands which make up the barrier beaches can reach a 
Maximum thickness of 30 feet, and extends inland an average of 
800 feet. The barrier beach sands are subject to rapid erosion, 

and are often transported by longshore currents and storm waves. 


STRUCTURE 


The project unit lies at the southeastern end of the Los Angeles 
structural basin, which is a deep, northwest trending central 
synclinal basin containing over 30,000 feet of sediments. 


Faults 


Regional faults which have the potential to affect the unit area 
are shown on Figure G-4. Brief discussions of the primary zones 
are contained in the following paragraphs. 
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Whittier Fault Zone 


The Whittier Fault defines the northeastern edge of the Los 
Angeles Basin. It is an active, though minor, element of the San 
Andreas system. Any .oblique-slip fault, it combines a strong 
thrust component with right-lateral offset estimated to total at 
least 3 miles since early Pliocene time. The fault zone dips 
steeply to the north and is slightly underthrust from the 
south. Vertical displacement upwards of 14,000 feet has allowed 
erosion to remove thousands of feet of sedimentary section. The 


Coyote Hills uplift is related to movement along the Whittier 
Fault Zone and the Norwalk Fault. 


> 


Santa Monica Fault Zone 


The northwestern margin of the Los Angeles Basin is defined by 
the Santa Monica Fault, which is a part of a major west-trending 
zone of faults which forms the southern boundary of the 
Transverse Ranges province. To the east, the Santa Monica Fault 
links with the-Raymond Fault and, still further east, the zone 
includes the Sierra Madre, Duarte and Cucamonga Faults, which are 
all left-obligque faults. 


Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone 


The western edge of the basin is formed by the Newport-Inglewood 
Structural zone. A northwest trending zone of faulting and 
folding that comprises the structural entity which has directly 
influenced the unit area. Since the 1920's when the individual 
anticlinal folds along the Newport-Inglewood zone were first 
delineated, geologists have considered their formation associated 
with a deep-seated wrench or lateral fault; however, right 
lateral strike slip movement has been insufficient to create a 
major displacement of facies or to disrupt the general structural 
continuity across the zone. Slip has been estimated in the 600 
to, BU00RPoobarange, «although -Hil1)Cl97 1) ssnggestss that ungecc 
10,000 feet of displacement has occured. The fault “zone is 
defined by discontinuous overlapping faults which vary in dip and 
sense of separation, and by a series of associated anticlines. 
Basement rocks are fully involved in the folding. Crustal strain 
along the structural zone is believed to have originated in 
middle Miocene time, some 20 million years ago. Since that time, 
deformation has been recurrent to the present. The last major 
deformational event near the unit area was expressed at ground 
surface by gentle upwarping and displacement of upper Pleistocene 
deposits at Huntington Beach Mesa and by landward tilting and 
apparent displacement of the Bolsa aquifer. Recent work seems to 
indicate that other, perhaps older, structures have partially 
influenced the folding. 


The main branch of the Newport-Inglewood fault in the unit area 
is a major zone of complex shearing which dips steeply southwest 
beneath the ocean. The fault has resulted in surface cracks and 
sand boils, offset bedding and stratigraphic discontinuities, 
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hydraulic discontinuities in aguifers, changes ine groundwater 
quality in aquifers, and difference in relative age of 
groundwater within the Main aquifer. Vertical displacement along 
the fault may be evident from linear ‘escarpments or depressions 
across the Huntington Beach Mesa. Within Bolsa Gap, the fault 1s 
not one master break but a shear zone up to 900 feet wide cut by 
three closely spaced faults. 


A southern branch of the Newport-Inglewood Fault coincides with a 
low escarpment on Huntington Beach Mesa. Within the study area 
displacement along this fault: is undertermined. 


> 


Inland from the main branch, stratigraphic discontinuities within 
Pliocene and lower Pleistocene beds are attributed to lateral 
displacement along a fault. This structure is tentatively 
aligned with a northwest-trending fault identified at the inland 
protion of the Newport Mesa to the south of Santa Ana Gap and is 
subsequently mapped in the subsurface across the gap and into the 
eastern edge of Huntington Beach Mesa. The term Bolsa-Fairview 
fault imtas been diven to “this.*branchs © “Ihe yerace or 4the® Bollea 
Fairview fault at the west edge of Huntington Beach Mesa is 
marked by a northwest-trending linear gully approximately 2000 
feet long. Similar features of lesser magnitude mark the surface 
trace of the main branch of the Newport-Inglewood fault across 
the mesa surface. 


Folds 


Aside from the folding closely associated with movements along 
the above referenced faults, the Anaheim nose, a large anticlinal 
expression in the southeast central portion of the basin is the 
only structure of significance. The nose, a westward plunging 
basin center anticline, lacks any surface expression. Rocks in 
the core of the fold are of middle Miocene age and older and 
upper Miocene strata lap out against its flanks. Pliocene strata 
were deposited unconformably across the crest of the fold. 


Of all the folds which are associated with the fault systems of 
the basin, the Huntington Beach anticline near the southeastern 
Onshore termination of the Newport-Inglewood Fault zone is of 
most interest to this study. The Huntington Beach anticline is a 
broad, faulted UpL ESE paralleling the Newport-Inglewood 
structural zone. Northwest and southeast of the Huntington Beach 
Mesa the anticline has been eroded by the channels of the Bolsa 
and Santa Ana gaps. A structural cross sections of the rocks 
beneath the unit is shown on Figure G-5. 


GEOLOGIC HISTORY 


Some 210 million years ago, initiation of the opening of the 
Atlantic Ocean resulted in steady movement of the North American 
continent westward. The western margin. of the continent 
overrides the denser rocks of the Pacific Ocean floor along a 
subduction zone which is still in its active phases in the 
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Pacific northwest and to the south along the coasts of Central 
and South America. Descending oceanic material becomes molten at 
depth and ascends to mix with continental material forming 
granitic batholiths such as the Andes, -Penninsular Ranges, Sierra 
Nevada and Cascade Ranges and their associated volcanic rocks. 
Until the late Oligocene (about 29 million years ago) this 
subduction zone and its related active volcanism extended along 
the entire western margin of North America. Rocks of the 
Catalina Schist are remnants of the subduction complex, highly 
deformed rocks scraped off the descending oceanic plate. 
Granites of the Santa Ana Mountains form the northernmost part of 
the Peninsular Ranges batholith. 


In the late Oligocene the North American continent began to 
override a feature called a mid-oceanic ridge which is a source 
of magma extruded to create new ocean floor. The East Pacific 
Rise, the name of this particular ridge, began,.to be subducted 
beneath the continent. Encroachment of the ridge is marked by 
the evolution of the San Andreas transform zone, a series of 
lateral faults which links the northerly and southerly active, 
non-subducted portions of the ridge. 


The high heat flux from the East Pacific Rise increased the 
ductility of the continental crust, permitting rifting, shearing, 
folding .and ‘rotation of large crustal .-bloeks. The Los Angeles 
Basin was formed during this period of extension which lasted 
from 24 to 12 million years ago; the major extension occuring 
from 14 to 16 million years ago, during middle Miocene time. The 
basin was subsequently filled with sediment and subjected to 
periods of compressional deformation. 


From the highland areas surrounding the Los Angeles Basin, all 
uplifted during the past 5 million years, large volumes of sand, 
silt and clay have been carried down rivers, through submarine 
canyons and into the basin. The volume of post-Miocene sediments 
in the Los Angeles basin has been calculated at 1200 cubic 
miles. Episodes of folding and faulting appear to have been 
contemporaneous with deposition. 


More recent raising and lowering of the sea level, sometimes 
associated with advancement or receding of the polar ice caps, 
combined with continued movement along the northwest trending 
faults such as the Newport-Inglewood Fault zone associated with 
the San Andreas transform zone, has resulted in the terraced 
mesas which characterize the unit area. 


GEOLOGIC HAZARDS, CONSTRAINTS, AND SENSITIVITIES 


Significant Features 


The most significant items related to geologic hazards that could 
affect unit development are surface fault rupture, coastal 
erosion and surface subsidence. 
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Landslide Hazards 


The relatively steep slopes of the coastal bluffs pose a danger 
for ground failure. The bluffs, which rise to a height of 30 to 
40 feet locally have nearly vertical cliff faces. An attempt to 
stabilize these faces with concrete slabs and rip-rap has not 


proven effective, as continued sloughing is evident in the north- 
western portion of the unit, 


Subsidence 


In southern California, geodetic leveling , surveys have 
established subsidence in California coastal areas beginning in 
the early 1900's. Land subsidence has been correlated with oil 
production in the Inglewood, Wilmington, Long Beach and 
Huntington Beach oil fields of the Newport-Inglewood structural 
zone. Some subsidence in the Santa Ana area has been attributed 
to extensive groundwater withdrawal from the Santa Ana River 
basin. Cases of local subsidence have been discovered to be due 
to decomposition and consolidation of buried peat deposits 
between Newport Beach and Sunset’ Beach. Reported cases of 
Subsidence due to oxidation of thick peat beds occurs primarily 
in the Bolsa and Santa Ana gaps which border the unit. 


The area of subsidence of primary concern to the project unit is 
an area which roughly corresponds with the limits of the 
Huntington Beach oil field. The greatest measured subsidence has 
occurred near the intersection of Goldenwest Street and Pacific 
Coast Highway on Huntington Beach Mesa near the center of the oil 
field. Estimates of the maximum amount of subsidence range up to 
five feet since 1920, when oil production began (Figure G-6). 
The rate of subsidence is reported to have been 0.09 feet/year 
near the intersection of Goldenwest Street and Pacific Coast 
Highway over the period 1976 to 1982. It has been indicated in 
several reports that the rate of subsidence has_ steadily 
decreased since water flooding of oil producing zones’ was 
initiated in 1959. 


Minerals (Petroleum Occurrence) 


The presence of an operating oil field over a _ significant 
percentage of the project unit is a unique feature of geologic 
origin. 


Oil which originated in the fine-grained organic-rich deep marine 
source beds of the Los Angeles basin, has migrated along fault 
and fracture zones to collect in the upwarped sandstone 
reservoirs of the Huntington Beach anticline. The initial 
discovery of oil on the Newport-Inglewood trend of anticlines 
occurred in 1920 at Huntington Beach. Much of the land around 
the Huntington Beach discovery had been subdivided into town 
lots, which were leased by a number of small oil companies, 
- becoming the first of California's townlot drilling campaigns. 
Oil fields on the Newport-Inglewood trend show especially high 
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SUBSIDENCE IN FEET NEAR HUNTINGTON BEACH, 
1964-1969 


(Morton and others, 1976) 


SOURCE: WOODWARD-CLYDE CONSULTANTS . 
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per-acre productivities because the anticlines developed over 
areas of numerous thick and extensive reservoir sands. Figure G- 
7 illustrates oil fields of the Newport-Inglewood trend. The 
5640 acre Huntington Beach field contains over a billion barrels 
of * Oil, making it ‘the third largest in’ Califorfia. Tosh e7 it 
Contained 1.049 —active wells out. of a- total..of 33805 wells 


agFrriied: Daily Production averaged 19,479 barrels of oil and 
I3USVMNELZOEAGaS « 


Seismicity 
Regional Faults ; 


The unit's location in seismically active southern California 
necessitates a concern for ground-shaking associated with 
earthquakes occurring along the major regional faults. The 
following table summarizes the characteristics of the most 
Significant of these regional faults and notes the distance from 
Huntington Beach to the closest approach of the fault. 


TABLE G-l 
Regional Faults 


Distance to Estimated Estimated 

CBEV lon Long-Term Max imum 

Fault Huntington Beach Slip Rate Magnitude 
San Andreas 5sead 37.0 mm/yr 825 
Newport-Inglewood 0-3 mi 0.5 mm/yr 129 
Palos Verdes om 15 km 0.8 mm/yr vag 
Whittier 21 mi Ved nt v6 ds 0 
Elsinore 25UTmNd 2.3 mm/yr peg) 
San Jacinto 50 mi 8.0 mm/yr 132 


Local Faults 


The primary structure of local concern is the Newport-Inglewood 
structural zone which consists of several documented and inferred 
sub-parallel faults in the Huntington Beach area. Three primary 
branch faults have been identified: the North Branch fault, the 
South Branch fault and the Bolsa-Fairview fault (Figure G-8). 


North Branch Fault. The North Branch fault is a confirmed active 
trace of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone and portions of 
this fault have been placed by the California Division of Mines 
and Geology in an Alguist-Piolo special studies zone (Figure G- 
9}. Areas to be developed within a special studies zone must 
undergo geotechnical evaluations to determine the necessary 
precautions to be taken in these areas of potential surface 
rupture. The North Branch fault, locally called the High School 
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fault, has long been recognized as a major structural 
discontinuity in the area. The most destructive earthquake event 
to occur on this fault was the 1933 Long Beach earthquake which 


had a 6.3 Richter scale magnitude -and an epicenter located 
offshore of Newport Beach. 


Most subsurface data regarding the fault originated from oil 
field structural interpretations, which confirm the presence of a 
major fault at depth between various well locations. Subsurface 
mapping indicates a shattered zone bowing seaward beneath the 
Bolsa gap. At depth within the Bolsa Gap the North Branch fault 
has acted as an effective salinity barrier. The salinity barrier 
is part of the technical basis for extension of the Alquist-Piolo 


Special studies zone across the Bolsa Gap into Huntington Beach 
Mesa. 


The North Branch fault has been observed by local geologists to 
offset recent (less than 10,000 years old) deposits on the Bolsa 
Chica Mesa. The North Branch fault was also observed to have 
possibly offset recent deposits on the west side of Huntington 
Beach Mesa and to have offset a drainage channel within Bolsa 
Chica Gap. A Woodward-Clyde consultants report incorporated in 
Orange County's Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan indicates that in the 
Huntington Beach Mesa the fault trace is confined to a zone 
approximately 80 feet wide. The active portion of the North 
Branch fault was not extended across Santa Ana Gap due to lack of 
evidence for its location and activity, (Leighton and Associates, 
1986.).. Interpretation of oil well data by the California 
Division of Oil and Gas for the West Newport Oil Field indicates 
two branches of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone some 2,000 
to 3,000 feet beneath the Santa Ana Gap. Groundwater well data 
shows evidence of these branches at depths of approximately 200 
feet. Near-surface rupture has not been confirmed across the 
gap. One of these splays could connect across the gap to the 
North Branch fault mapped on Newport Mesa. Portions of the North 
Branch fault over Newport Mesa are presumed active on the basis 
of technical data derived from local studies. 


South Branch Fault. Poland and others (1956) first inferred the 
existence of the South Branch fault across Huntington Beach Mesa 
based on geomorphology. Oil field structural maps show two 
faults running roughly parallel to the fault inferred by Poland 
and others (1956); however, these faults do not offset rocks 
younger than Lower Pliocene, and do not come within 1,500 feet of 
the surface. Repeated trenching across projected fault traces 
has yielded no solid evidence of a surface rupture. Le as 
believed that the South Branch has not been active within 
Pleistocene or Recent time. 


Bolsa-Fairview Fault. A number of subsurface investigations have 
been performed by local geologists to determine whether or not 
surface rupture has occurred along this branch. The fault does 
not appear to offset near-surface deposits of upper Pleistocene 
to recent age. It is likely that the Bolsa-Fairview fault is an 
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ancient fault trace which has not been active throughout recent 
time. 


Olive Street Fault and Walnut Street ‘Fault. These faults were 
first mapped by Poland and others (1956). No supporting data was 
included in their report. Oil,. well...data.. 1ndicates clear 
subparallel faults at depths greater than 3,000 feet which can be 
traced upward into irregular shattered zones. No surface rupture 
or geomorphic evidence support recent activity on these faults. 


Historical Earthquakes 

Historical earthquake damage to the unit area has been minimal. 
During the 1941 Long Beach earthquake, a 500-foot extension ‘to 
the Huntington Beach Municipal pier, constructed of steel and 
concrete, separated from the main section resulting in a 2-foot 
crack. The following table lists characteristics of some of the 
more significant earthquakes associated with the Newport- 
Inglewood structural zone. 


Table G-2 
Date Magnitude Epicenter Summary 
6/21/20 4.9 Inglewood, CA Numerous building failures 
and severe structural dam- 
age to poorly built struc- 
tures in localized area. 
Several people injured, 1 
killed. 
3710/35 6. 37 3.5 miles off Numerous building fail- 
of Newport Bch. ures, “including “schools < 
Bridges, roads, utilities 
damaged. Damage in excess 
of $40M. 120 killed, hund- 
reds injured. Felt over 
100,000 sq. mi.warea: 
Fourth most destructive 
quake in U. S. history. 
10/2/33 5.4 Signal Hill, Considerable minor damage. 
near Los Alamitos 
2727/39 4.5 Huntington Park- Minor damage to 
Long Beach area structures. 
LOS21L/41 0 Long Beach Damage in West Dominquez 


oil field. Minor damage 
to structures. $10,000 
damage in Gardena. 
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14/14/41 5.4 Long Beach 50 buildings severely 
damaged. Power failures, 
damage to pipelines, 
‘tanks, 2 schools condemned 


S1M damage. 
6/18/44 4.5 Dominguez Gap Minor property damage. 
near Compton 
10/27/69 4,5 1.5 mi offshore Extent and type of damage 
| Laguna Beach damage unknown. 


Liquefaction 


Liquefaction is the phenomenon in which a cohesionless soil below 
the water table loses its strength during an _ earthquake. 
Laboratory tests have demonstrated that uniformly graded material 
such as beach sand are more susceptible to liquefaction. 
Intensity and duration of ground shaking are major factors 
influencing the degree of liquefaction a material may 
experience. The longer the duration of strong ground shaking, 
the more likely liquefaction will occur. The existence of a 
Shallow water table beneath the project unit heightens’ the 
potential for liquefaction in this area, however no detailed 
studies have been conducted within the unit. 


Tsunamis 


Generated by earthquakes, landslides or volcanic activity, 
tsunamis are sea waves that are known to travel long distances 
from their source. Earthquakes are common along the Pacific 
Ocean rim, so theoretically, all coastal areas could potentially 
be subject to tsunamis. Historically, the most damaging tsunamis 
are associated with large vertical displacements occurring during 
earthquakes of magnitude 7.5 or greater. Tsunamis have been 
generated from source areas off the coast of Alaska, Chile, and 
Japan. A 20 foot high tsunami was recorded at Crescent City in 
northern California that originated 1500 miles away as a result 
of the March 1964 Alaskan earthquake which had a magnitude 
exceeding 8. Some damage due to convergence of rapid currents 
within the Los Angeles and Long Beach harbors was associated with 
this tsunami, but no damage was reported further’ south. 
Historically, there has been no damage attributed to tsunamis at 
Huntington Beach, however a remote possibility of a tsunami 
striking the area does exist. 
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Coastal Erosion 


The beach areas, with the exception of the unstable bluff faces 
discussed above, appear to be relatively stable. Seasonal 
variations in the sediment distribution along the shoreface and 
offshore result in a general lowering and narrowing of. the 
beaches in the winter months due to increased storm events, a 
greater breaker height and a dominant southerly long shore 


current. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


> 


This area has been the subject of extensive analysis because of 
the regional seismic characteristics and the local oil production 
activity. There does not appear a need for additional study 
unless a significant structure was. planned to be located within 
the unit. 


(72100-Geo) . G-20 : (Draft - 7/29/87) 


wees oe we ae 
cgnapravensst¥6 000000ceeoacoeorerveacensnonooanoaemucsoes ry 
=a = oe eer es oS 


ee On S. pate Neate 


SOURCE: LEIGHTON-YEN & ASSOC. 9-1-73 


fia) HIGHEST SEISMIC RISK 

(GREATEST SURFACE RUPTURE 
POTENTIAL WITHIN CITY 

92] AREA OF INTENSIVE SHEAR 

wom BURIED TRACE OF FAULT 

(WITHIN 400° ZONE) 
) (72) UNCERTAINTY AS TO EXISTENCE 
OR EXTENSION OF FAULT 


2 Mele Yims 7 


2G ae ow oo ~S-= SOUTH BRANCH FAULL ">>. rp avis oved £2 00 €2 es 


eevansve cours se ple i 


S 


9 1000 2000 3000 4000 
a cs es a | 


ANCH FAULT | 


Coat > 


ee ate 


a? 


PYM) 


FIGURE G-8 


LOCAL FAULT MAP 


BARRETT CONSULTING GROUP INC. 


———  SSSFSFeFFeseFeFeseFeFe 
3184-K Airway Avenue Costa Mesa, CA 92626 714/545-4335 Telex No. 314583 


HOt IN SENS RO RA yy 
PaN N ANY NH 


ba = < 


= Fo) *¢ . Z S 

Bee eet dey s 

fe - " ty R a AS 

2. at ey aie ae ee a 

= NLS: Saatematesien —a 

ee DARE ae SE NU 

= —: 
— 

FIGURE G-9 


ALQUIST-PRIOLO 
SPECIAL STUDIES ZONE 


Scurce: State of California 
Special Studies Zones 


Newport Beach and Seal Beach Quadrangles — 
Effective: July 1, 1986 


BARRETT CONSULTING GROUP INC. 


3184 K Acwsy More Come eee CA 22628 “OSS 4S eee es) 


@ @ : 
f J 


REFERENCES 


Barbat, W. F. 1958. The Los Angeles Basin Area, California in 


A Guide to the Geolo and Oil Fields of the Los Angeles and 
Ventura Regions, edited by ‘Higgins, J. W. Pacific Section, 
American Association of Petroleum Geologists, Los Angeles, 
CA:37-48. 


Barrows, A. G. 1974. A Reivew of the Geology and Earthquake 
History of the Newport-Inglewood Structural Zone, Southern 


Californias: Cabifornia Diviston of Mines and Geology, 
Special Reporti thé: .p=lss% 


Clarke, DooD. .and ‘Henderson; C..°P., eds. 1987. Geologic Field 
Guide to the Long Beach Area. Pacific Section, American 
Association of Petroleum Geologists, Los Angeles, California. 


Harding, T. P. 1973. Newport-Inglewood Trend, California-An 
Example of Wrenching Style Deformation. American Association 
ofsretroveum Geologists Bulletin, Vol. 57, Now lig7-116. 


Hill, M. L. 1971. Newport-Inglewood Zone and Mesozoic 


Subduetion, California, Geol. Soc. American Bull. v.82; 
2957-2962. 


Ds 
Huntington Beach Planning Department, Leighton-Yen and 
Associates. 1974. Geotechnical Inputs. 


Jennings, C. W. 1985. An Explanatory Text to Accompany the 
1:750,000 Scale Fault and Geologic Maps of California. 
California Division of Mines and Geology Bulletin 201 <[=197. 


Jennings, €.) Ws, 1977. ‘Geologic Map of California. Scale 
be750, 000. California Division of Mines and Geology, 


Leighton and Associates. 1986. Preliminary Geologic Evaluation 
of the State (Alquist-Priolo) Special Studies Zone Maps, 
Related to the Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone, City of 
Huntington Beach, California. Project No. 1860484-01. 


Orange County Environmental Management Agency. 1985. Bolsa Chica 


Local Coastal Program, North Coast Planning Unit Bolsa Chica 
Land Use Plan. 


Poland, J. F. and Piper, A.M. 1956. Ground-water Geology of the 
Coastal Zone Long Beach-Santa Ana Area, California. U.S. 
Geological Survey Water-Supply Paper 1109: 1-162. 


PRC TOUPS. 1983. Investigation of Seawater Intrusion Between 
Huntington Beach Mesa and the San Gabriel River. 


Orange 
County Water District. 


(721 00-REF5) (Draft *-*7/29787) 


‘ 


Schoellhamer, J. E., Vedder J. + G., Yerkes, R.- F.;,earne 
Kinney, D. M. 1981. Geology of the Northern Santa Ana 


Mountains, California. U.S. Geological Survey Professional 
Paper 420-D:) DI-D109.. 


Woodford, rA. -O.), «Schdel lhamer, Js Ex ,. Vedder, J. JGe%and 
Yerkes, R.F. 1954. Geology of the Los Angeles Basin in 


Geology of Southern California, edited by Jahns, R. H., State 


of California Department of Natural Resources Bulletin 
170865=—81. 


Wright, T. and Heck, R. 1987. Petroleum Geolo of Coastal 
Southern California. Pacific Section, American Association 
of Petroleum Geologists, Los Angeles, California. 


Yerkes; Reick JépcMc Cul lon, Tas H..,. Schoelilhamer prdé.cE. and 
Vedder, J.G. 1965. Geology of the Los Angeles Basin 


California-an Introduction. U.S. Geological Surve 
Professional Paper 420-A :Al-AI57. 


(72100-REF5) (Draft - 7/29/87) 


RESOURCE INVENTORY 


SOILS 
STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN 
(CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH) 
JULY, 198 7 


by 
Laurel K. Vedder 
Staff Geologist 


Barrett Consulting Group Inc. 


SOILS 


INTRODUCTION 


Information on soils of the project unit was obtained from the 
Soil Survey of Orange County and Western Part of Riverside 
County, California, published by the United States Department of 
Agriculture Soil Conservation Service and Forest Service in 
coopération with the “University of California Agricultural 


Experiment Station. Definitions of capability, unit classifi- 
cations and Storie Index can be found in the above-referenced 
volume. Further data on soils of southern California was 


obtained from the California Department of Conservation's 1979 
report, California Soils: An Assessment. 


California's soils have been placed into twelve soil regions 
defined by particular climate, parent material, vegetation and 
topography. The project unit lies within Region VII, Southern 
California. The Southern California Region contains soils derived 
from granitic and sedimentary parent material in areas with 9 to 
25 inches of rainfall yearly, supporting a natural vegetation of 
shrubs, oak and grass. The region encompasses almost 10% of the 
state. Rolling= hills; *‘agricultural ivalleys- qivingdeeway7 te 
urbanization, and a Mediterranean climate prevail within the 
region. The alluvial soils of the region are mostly sandy loams 


Gf “a hight=brown color which support field, citrus ~and- truck 
crops. 


The soils types of the unit all consist of moderately well 
drained soils forming nearly level to moderately steep coastal 
terraces. The soils of unit area are common to marine terraces 
and older alluvial fans and on remnant alluvial terraces in the 
coastal foothills. The soils are sandy loams having a well 
defined subsoil developed from sand-rich sediments and have 
historically been used for pasture, range, barley, and urban 
development. 


SOILS DESCRIPTIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS 


The three soil types found within the unit are all classified 
within the Myford Association. The Myford Association contains 
soils which develop on nearly level to moderately steep, 
moderately well drained surfaces. These sandy loams have a 
strongly developed subsoil, and are commonly found on marine and 
alluvial terraces. The association occurs from along the 
coastline to to 5 miles inland and along the lower edges of the 
foothills The soils “of the “unit formed from the sand-rich 
sedimentary rocks which compose the Huntington Beach Mesa. 
Natural Plant cover found on these soils includes annual grasses 
and forbs and in some areas scattered brush. This’ seil 
association occupies 10 percent of Orange County and has formed 
in areas where the average annual rainfall is 12 to 20 inches, 
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the average annual air temperature is 62°F and the frost-free 
season is 270 to 350 days. 


General Description 


The qthreesasoil: types “spresentiigine thes “unite are mMmappedo gion 
Figure iS—1. General descriptions are contained in the following 
paragraphs. 


Beaches Deposits 


Beaches consist of sandy, gravelly, or cobbly coastal shores that 
are washed and rewashed by tidal and wave action. These areas 
may be partly covered with water during high tides or stormy 
periods. Whether beach areas are dominantly sandy or gravelly is 
a function of seasonal variations in sand supply related to storm 
and tidal activity. The unit is primarily a sandy beach with 
localized gravelly sands, the latter appearing more commonly in 
winter or after heavy storm waves. Beach deposits support little 
Or no vegetation and have no agricultural value, although they 
provide excellent recreation areas. Present land uses common 
along beach fronts are recreation and urban development. Beach 
sands have very slow runoff and the erosion hazard is high. They 
are classified in capability unit VIIIw-1l and have a Storie index 
less than 10 (nonagricultural). j 


Marina Series 


The Marina series consists of somewhat excessively drained soils 
common on coastal terraces. These soils developed from sandy 
deposits. The soil forms slopes ranging from 0 to 9 percent. In 
acreypical,) profile),.the,-surface;. layer, ls, grayish »brown,.-Light 
brownish gray, and pale brown loamy sand that is 33 inches 
thick. It ranges from single grain to massive. Dry consistence 
ranges from loose to slightly hard. The subsoil is a light 
yellowish brown and light gray loamy sand which is 27 inches 
thick and contains less than 10 percent 0.125 to l-inch wavy 
bands of dark brown sandy loam. The substratum is very pale 
brown sand containing a few 0.25 to 0.5 inch wavy bands of dark 
brown sandy loam. The soil is medium acid throughout and is 
moderately permeable. Available water capacity is 3.5 to 5.0 
inches and the effective rooting is 60 inches or more. 


Marina Loamy Sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes-This nearly level soil 
occurs on terraces near the coast. If; -the. .soail,.rs ~bare / -GURGBE 
is Slows and),the-.erosione hazardesis <siright. These soils are 
primarily used for field crops, pasture, range and _ urban 
development. Capability has been classified as IIIs-4 and the 
Storie index is 90. 


Marina Loamy Sand, Z to 9 percent slopes-This gently sloping to 
moderately sloping soil generally occurs on terraces near the 
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coast. If. the ssoil,is bare,y runott) as Venow to medium and the 
erosion haward is “Slight: to moderate. Capability | has.2been 
classified as IVs-4 and the Storie index is 65. 


Myford Series 


The Myford series consists of moderately well drained soils on 
marine terraces. These soils formed from sandy sediments and 
form slopes ranging from 0 to 30 percent. tn, atypical “profile 
the surface layer is pale brown and pinkish gray, medium acid 
sandy loam 4 inches thick. The subsurface layer is pinkish gray, 
medium acid sandy loam 8 inches thick. The upper.6 inches of the 
subsoil is brown, medium acid sandy clay; the next 17 inches is 
brown, neutral and moderately alkaline sandy clay loam; and the 
lower 36 inches“ is light ‘brown; calcareous sandy clay loam and 
sandy loam. The substratum is very pale brown slightly acid 
sandy loam to a depth of 79 inches or more. The soil is very 
slowly permeable. 


Myford Sandy Loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes - This nearly level soil 
generally occurs on broad terraces. If the soil is bare, runoff 
is slow and the erosion hazard is moderate. Presently these 
Souls’ Jace: used for. citrus. groves, \pasture;,. nangesy »banley rand 
urban development. Capability is classified as IVe-3; Storie 
Index* is, Si; 


Myford Sandy Loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes - Profiles of this soil 
ace ssimilar to thel’typical ' profile, but. .shadldower .due- to 
erosion. Subsoil is often exposed and deep gullies have formed 
locally. If the soil is bare, runoff is medium and the erosion 
layard is moderate. Presently these soils are used as range, for 
barley crops and urban development. Capability is classified as 
IVe-3; Storie Index is 46. 


CONSTRAINTS AND SENSITIVITIES 
Erosion 


Slope inclination along the bluffs bordering Huntington Beach 
Mesan ranges (from 2:thetor J. 5:1, sfor natural tslopesiito meariy 
vertical for cut .slopes. The bluffs are composed primarily of 
exposures of the Lakewood Formation. The firm sandstones and 
mudstones limit erosion to surficial sloughing. 


Oceanward exposures of the bluffs bordering Huntington Beach Mesa 
may experience a greater rate of erosion due to continuing 
effects of storm waves and pedestrian traffic to the beach areas. 


Water erosion as a result of run-off from roadways and parking 
lots may also affect the beach facing bluff slopes. 


Land leveling can be conducted on the types of soils which make 


up the majority of the unit without exposing unfavorable 
materials. 
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Sand Supply 


BNC UNTeeeL ies  wWiinine the oan Pedro littoral "cells Sediments 
within the cell are moved southeasterly along the shoreline by 
coastal processess and eventually move offshore through the 
Newport Submarine Canyon. The San Pedro littoral cell extends 
from the southeastern termination of the Palos Verdes Peninsula 
to the Newport Bay area. Three rivers contribute sand-sized 
sediments to the San Pedro littoral cell: The Los Angeles River, 
the San Gabriel River and the.Santa Ana River. In the past these 
rivers terminated naturally in bay and lagoonal areas which serve 
aS natural sediment entrapment areas, Suggesting that variability 


in Shoreline sediment delivery was severe under. natural 
conditions. 


Under present conditions with channelization along the lower 
reaches, shoreline sand delivery is probably not as intermittent 
as under natural conditions. Average annual coastal delivery has | 
been reduced from 0.3 to 0.4 million m~. Present channelization 
has also fixed the position of river outlets, preventing the 
natural aqistribution of sediments along the shoreline. 
Artificial stabilization may thus be as severe in terms of 
shoreline Stability as the probable reductions in sand 
delivery. The collective data base on flood flows and sediment 
transport has mostly been obtained during man's modification of 
these rivers. Sediment discharge measurements near the mouths of 
the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers were only. begun in 1976. 
Thus, the sand discharge values given in Table S-l are subject to 
error and may be considered order-of-magnitide estimates. 
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Table S-l 


Annual Sand Deliveries 
Under Natural Versus Present Conditions 


9 Natural, Present 
River Area (km*) Conditions (m [YE +) Conditions (m /yr.) 
Los Angeles’ River GBS ie . : 
San Gabriel River 1,663 600,000 200,000 
Santa Ana River 4,406 330,000-500,000 140,000 


Source TAVLOly pia. eel ool. Coastal Sediment. Delivery spy 
Major Rivers in Southern California. Environmental 
Quality Laboratory, California Institute Or. 


Technology GOL Report, No. 17-Ce pp. 73 i4 


(72100SOILS) S=6 (Draft. - 7/29/87) 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The unit's size and configuration severly limits the types of 
soils found here. Beach sands make up the majority of the soil 
types and are projected to be maintained as open space-similar to 
the remainder of the unit's land use policy. Further study of 


factors affecting future sand Supply to the unit may be necessary 
to establish the long-term stability of the beach. 
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PLANT LIFE 


INTRODUCTION 


Information for this study was obtained through literature review 
and: "ay iielid ssurvey,.: Literature sources include the Final 
Environmental Statement for the Pacific Coast Highway Widening 
Project, a computerized printout of the sensitive biological 
elements for the Long Beach 1 x 2 degree USGS quad from the 
California Natural Diversity Data Base, and regional biological 
field guides. Jack Easton spent five hours on June 23, 1987 
performing the field survey. All observed plant and animal 
Species were noted. Those plant species not identified in the 
Field were collected for identification by Andrew Sanders at the 
herbarium of the University of California at Riverside. 


TERRESTRIAL VEGETATION 


The composition of the exisiting vegetation is a result of the 
combination of management for intensive recreational use, the 
close proximity to the ocean, and the sandy beach soil. The 
existing vegetation is above the level of the high tide. This 
consists of species suited to the moderate coastal climate and 
able to withstand extensive human disturbance and saline water. 
Much of the vegetation was planted for purposes of soil stabili- 
zation and for esthetic reasons. The sandy soils between the 
high and low tide levels are constantly washed and rewashed by 
the ocean waters and support no vegetation. 


Communities 


The existing community is a mix of introduced species and remnant 
species of the native coastal strand community (Munz, 1974). 
Most of the existing vegetation was apparently planted for slope 
stabilization purposes and for esthetic effect. 


AeStEhOouwhieh Varies in.;width <form tan. to .forty-feEen, extends. co 
the south from the northern boundary of the site..for approxi- 
mately 3,000 feet. In this area, remnant species of the native 
coastal strand community, such as saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), 
ambrosia (Ambrosia chamissonis), sand-spurrey (Spergularia 
marina), and sea rocket (Cakile maritima), are intermixed with 
introduced species such as red brome (Bromus rubens), Australian 
Saltbrush (Atriplex semibaccata), and beardgrass (Polypogon 
monspeliensis). 


Centrally located on the site is a twenty foot wide, prostrate 
layer of iceplant (Gasoul rye tale intermixed with a few 
myoporum trees (Myoporum orum laetum) This portion of the community 
is approximately 2,500 feet iene 
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Palm trees (Washington sp.) and grass occupy a strip on the 
southern portion of the project area. This “Strip PSseappre* i— 
mately 4,500 feet in length and varies in width from twenty to 


forty feet. 


The introduced species were planted or have established by 
natural means. Both the introduced and remnant native species 
are well suited to the site conditions of sandy beach soil, high 
salinity, and moderate climate and to the heavy recreational use 
received by the area. 


Community Dynamics ; , 


Succession - The results of succession in the community will 
depend on the activities of the managing agency. The central and 
southern portions of the community will likely remain in their 
present condition. If the northern portion of the community is 
allowed to grow and develop without interference, the result will 
likely ‘be a community consisting of a shrubl2vaver ganged 
herbaceaous layer. The shrub strata will be dominated by widely 
spaced Australian saltbush and haplopappus (Haplopappus 
venetus). The herbaceous layer will include saltgrass, red 
brome, sand-spurrey, and beardgrass. If an active landscape 
Management program is undertaken, the results of community 
succession will depend on the methods of management. 


Prre’=-History — The. ‘natural “eoastal *'strand*- "community ? when 
previously inhabited the study area was not a fire influenced 
community. The moderate climate due to the strong coastal 
influence, the lack of contiguous fuel due to the widely spaced 
vegetation, and the high moisture content of the vegetation 
resulted in conditions in which fire played little or no role in 
the ecosystem. 


Fire \Potential Y= The ‘existing *community is’not, sand mostislikeby 
will not be, conductive to fire playing an active role. Most of 
the existing vegetation, such as iceplant, Australian saltbush, 
and sand-spurrey, is fire resistant. The existing fuel lacks 
contiguity due to its uneven distribution. The marine climate 
with its moderate temperatures and high humidity is not 
conductive to an active fire role. The combination of fuel types 
and distribution with the local climate results in conditions of 
very low fire hazard. 


Historical Influences 


The urbanization of Orange County and the intensive development 
of beach recreation resulted in major alteration of the local 


ecosystems. The site Was originally a barrier bar which 
separated the Pacific Ocean from a low-lying marsh. 
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Pristine Vegetation 


The original vegetation of the barrier bar consisted of the 
coastal strand community. Species likely included sand verbena 
(Abronia latifolia, A; maritima), herbaceous saltbush (Atriplex 
californica, A. Jleucophylla), and morning glory (Convolvulus 
simulans). If human activites had not interfered with the growth 
and development of this community, the site would currently be 
inhabited by the mature coastal strand community. 


RARE AND ENDANGERED PLANTS 
No rare or endangered plants were observed during the field 


Survey nor are any known from other environmental documents 
regarding the site. 


SITE INTEREST PLANTS 


The existing vegetation is fairly common along coastal areas of 
southern California. Some of the plants may be of special 


interest as they represent remnants of the pre-existing natural 
community. 


EXOTIC PLANTS 


Several of the existing plant species are exotic (non-native 
and/or non-indigenous) to the site. Many of these species were 
planted on the site as part of previous landscaping efforts. 
These species were apparently selected for landscaping due to 


their suitability to local conditions and exhibit healthy, 
vigorous growth. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The existing community is well suited to the site conditions and 
to the recreational use patterns. We recommend that’ the 
vegetation of the community be maintained in its existing 
condition. Appropriate landscape management activities should be 
undertaken to ensure the long-term survival of the community. 
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APPENDIX 


Angiospermiae: 


Aizioaceae 


*Carpobrotus edulis 
*Gasoul cryptallinum 


Asteraceae 
Ambrosia chamissonis 
Baccharis glutinosa 
*Conyza bonariensis 
*Conyza canadensis 


Haplopappus venetus 


Borag inaceae 
Heliotropium curvassicum 


Brassicaceae 
*Cakile maritima 


Carophyl laceae 
spergularia cfs marina 


Chenopodiaceae 
*Atriplex semibaccata 


*BasSia hyssopifolia 
Suaeda sp. 


Myoporaceae 
*Myoporum laetum 


Solanaceae 
*Nicotiana glauca 


Angiospermae: 


Poaceae 
*Bromus mollis 
*Bromus rubens 
*Cortaderia sp. 
Distichlis spicata 
Polypogon monspeliensis 


* Denotes introduced (non-native) species. 
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Dicotyledons Flowering Plants: 


Monocotyledonae Flowing Plants: 


Dicotyledons 


Carpet-weed family 
Hottentot-fig 
Iceplant 


Sunflower Family 
Ambrosia 
Mulefat 
Conyza 
Horseweed 
Haplopappus 


Borage Family 
Heliotrope 


Mustard family 
Sea-rocket 


Pink Family 
Sand-spurrey 


Goosefoot Family 
Australian saltbush 
Bassia 
Sea blite 


Myoporum family 
Myoporum 


Nightshade family 
Tree tobacco 


Monocots 


Grass Family 
Soft chess 
Red brome 
Pampas grass 
Saltgrass 
Beardgrass 
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ANIMAL LIFE 


INTRODUCTION 


Information for this study was obtained through literature review 
and a field study. Literature sources include the Final Environ- 
mental Statement for the Pacific Coast Highway Widening Project, 
a computerized printout of the sensitive biological elements for 
the Long Beach 1 x 2 degree USGS quad from the California Natural 
Diversity Data Base, and regional biological field guides. Jack 
Easton spent five hours on June 23, 1987 performing the field 
Survey. All observed plant and animal species were noted. 


The number of animal species observed during the field survey was 
limited due to the season during which it was performed. A more 
in depth field survey, carried out during differect seasons, 


would reveal the presence of more species, primarily migratory 
Dard. 


ECO REGIONS 
Biotic Communities 


The site consists of a strip of beach varying in width from 
approximately 100 feet to 500 feet. The local ecosystem is 
influenced by the close proximity to the Pacific Ocean, by the 
moderate local climatic conditions, and by intensive management 
for recreation. 


The local climate is dominated by the maritime influence. 
Seasonal temperatures average 50°F in the winter and 67°F in the 
Summer. Average humidity is above 50 percent with precipitation 


in the form of winter rains. Annual rainfall averages six 
inches. 


The existing disturbed beach community is heavily influenced by 
human activities on the site. The property is used intensively 
for recreational purposes by the surrounding metropolitan 
population. Few mammals or reptiles inhabit the site. Several 
avian species utilize the area both seasonally and year-round. 
Those species which do inhabit the area are readily adaptable to 
extensive mammal human disturbance. 


The ‘only species of mammal observed on the site was the 


California ground squirrel. The diet of this rodent includes 
seeds, vegetation, eggs, and berries. Degraded slopes and 
bluffs, reinforced with broken concrete, along the beach provide 
burrowing habitat for this colonial animal. This species 


hibernates during October or November and is active diurnally 
throughout the rest of the year. The existing habitat likely 
Supports a breeding population of one to three animals per 
acre. The California ground squirre has been host to the plague 
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and is sometimes considered detrimental where human interests are 
concerned. 


Side-blotched lizards were the only reptile species observed on 
the site. This ground-dwelling species inhabits the degraded 
slopes and reinforced bluffs along the beach. This lizard is 
active year-round. The side-blotched lizard feeds on insects, 
mites and spiders. 


A. variety of ,shorebirds and gulls utilize the disturbed beach 


habitat both year-round and as_ seasonal migrants. Observed 
species of gulls included ring-billed gull, California gull, and 
herring gull. Marbled godwits and sanderlings were the only 


shorebirds observed during the field survey. 
HISTORICAL INFLUENCES/PRISTINE FAUNA 


Records indicate that this habitat was originally a barrier bar 
which separated the Pacific Ocean from a low lying marshland. 
The urbanization of Orange County and the intensive development 
of beachland recreation altered this habitat into one which is 
heavily influenced by human activities. 


In addition to the existing fauna it is likely that mammals such 
as coyotes, skunks, and oppossum utilized the site. 


RARE, ENDANGERED, AND THREATENED SPECIES 


An established nesting area for the California least tern (Sterna 
atillarum browni), listed by the California Department of Fish 
and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as endangered, is 
located near the site. This subspecies of tern spends its 
breeding season , mid April through late August, in coastal 
southern California. It migrates for the remainder of the year 
to Central and South America. The tern forages for fish and 
crustaceans around bays, estuaries, harbors, and tidal channels 
such as the nearby mouth of the Santa Ana River. The project 
area and the adjacent offshore habitat may occasionally be 
utilized as a perching and foraging area by this bird. 


The year-round range of the California brown pelican (Pelecanus 
occidentalis californicus), includes southern California. This 
Subspecies is listed as endangered by the California Department 
of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Small 
numbers of non-breeding birds remain in southern California 
during the breeding season. The majority of the birds breed in 
Baja California and the Channel Islands from November to mid 
May. Fish is. the exclusive food of the. California brown 
pelican. It may occasionally forage in the offshore habitat 
adjacent to the project area. 
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SPECIAL INTEREST SPECIES 


The California least tern and the California brown pelican are 
both species of special interest due to their endangered status. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


Those species of animals which currently utilize the disturbed 
beach habitat are well adapted to the altered site conditions and 
heavy patterns of human use. We recommend that disturbance of 
ground dwelling animals be kept at a minimum and that existing 
Management activities be continued. 


. 
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REPTILIA 
Iguanidae 
Uta stansiburiana 
AVES 


Scolopacidae 
Limosa fedoa 
Calidris alba 


Laridae 
Harus californicus 
Larus delawarensis 
Larus argentinus 


Corvidae 
Corvus brachyrhynchos 


Fringillidae 
Carpodacus mexicanus 
MAMMALIA 


Sciuridae 


Spermophilus beecheyi 


APPENDIX 


REPTILES 


Iguanids 
Side-blotched lizard 


BIRDS 


Sandpipers 
marbled godwit 
.Sanderling 


Skuas, jaegers, gulls, terns 
California quilt 
Ring=bil led vquill 
Herring gull 


Crows and jays 
American crow 


Finches 
House finch 


MAMMALS 


Squirrels 
California ground squirrel 


Only those species observed during the field servey are listed 
here. Many others may be present on an occasional basis or 
during other seasons. 
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(CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH) 
July, 1987 


by 
Frank L. Haselton 
Director of Planning 
Southwest Region 


Barrett Consulting Group Inc. 


MARINE LIFE 


INTRODUCTION 


Information obtained for this section was retrieved from 
established literature and site visits. The unit's size does not 
encompass a separate marine entity - it is within a larger geo- 
graphical context. Therefore, the following paragraphs briefly 
discuss the general characteristics of the marine near _ shore 
habitat as it relates to the unit. , 


EXPOSURE 


The water unit's area does not experience a vast contrast of 
econditiens— due “ta -tidal “activity. This is because of the 
uniformed beach/water line, the absence of river months, lagoons, 
wetlands, or bays, and the presence of an extensive shelf that 
modifies wave and tidal activity. . Therefore, the marine 
environment adjacent to the unit does not vary to a significant 
degree, and will be briefly discussed as a single entity. 


Surf 


-The entire unit is subject to open ocean surf conditions without 


natural or artificial protection or barriers. The spring and 
summer months are characterized by western swells averaging two 
to five feet in height. The autumn months often experience 


larger waves generated by tropical storms to the south. During 
the winter months, the.unit is subjected to consistently large 
waves that are the result of northern storms. 


MARINE FAUNA 


The marine environment that is adjacent to the unit is located 
within the Southern California Bight which is part of the 
California Fish Faunal Region and the California Molluscan Faunal 
Province. 


These areas cover a large territory and contain a large amount 
and diversity of fish fauna. The best sampling occured in 1981 
off of the mouth of the Santa Ana River - approximately 2.5 miles 
south of the unit. Table ML-1l indicate the prominent species of 
fish revealed during that sampling. Additionally, the molluscan 
Faunal Province contains a diverse invertebrate population. It 
has been established in previous analyses that the invertebrate 
species identified in Table ML-2 periodically inhabit the general 
marine area near and around the unit. 
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Jacksmelt 
Topsmelt 
California Grunion 


Opaleye 


TABLE ML-1 


Atherinopsis californiensis 


Atherinops affinis 


Leuresthes tanuis 


Girella nigricans 


Northern Anchovy Engraulis mordax 


Cymatogaster aggregata 
‘Microstomus pacificus 
Citharichthys stigmaeus 
Hypsopsetta quttulata 
Symphurus atricauda 
Paralicthys cali fornicus 
Genyonemus lineatus 
Rhinobatos productus 


Shiner Surf Perch 
Dover Sole 
Speckled Sanddab 
Diamond Turbot 
Calif. Tonguefish 
Calit. Havibut 
White Croaker 


Shovelnose guitarfish 
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TABLE ML-2 


Clam Hydroid Clytia bakeri 
Pacit£lessquid Loligo opalescens 


Purple Striped dellytish Pelagia noctiluca 
Sand Dollar Dendraster excentricus 


Purple Sailing Jellyfish Velella velella 


Recluz's Moon Snail Polinices reclusianus 
Sea Pansy Renilla kollikeri 

Giant Pacific Cockle Trachycardium muricatum 
Pismo Clam Tivela stultorum 

Bean Clam Donax Sp. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


No additional data or research is warranted because of the lack 
of projected changes within the unit or adjacent marine 
environment. A concern is the existence of -.an oil outfall 
(Shell) which is located between Goldenwest street and the 


northerly municipal boundary. 


The specific location of the point of discharge is latitude 
33°40°06",. Longitude, 1b8°10.516" ...; Thesouttall is) operating under 
the guidance of National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Permit No. CA 0006485 which was issued by the California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). Shell Oil is 
permitted to discharge a maximum of 16.5 MGD of treated oil field 
brines, stormwater runoff and specified oil brines’~ under 
emergency conditions pursuant to this permit. 


Furthermore, Shell Oil is required to submit daily monitoring 
reports on a weekly basis to the RWQCB pertaining to chemical 
constituents associated with the operation of the outfall. 
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ECOLOGY 
STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN 
(City of Huntington Beach) 
July 1987 


by 
Jack Easton 
Biologist 


Tierra Madre Consultants 


ECOLOGY 


INTRODUCTION 


Information for this study was obtained through literature review 
and wa. field. survey. Literature sources include the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Pacific Coast Highway 
Widening Project, a computerized printout of the sensitive 
biological elements for the .Long Beach 1 x 2 degree USGS quad 
from the California Natural Diversity Data Base, and regional 
biological field guides, Additionally, Jack Easton, biologist, 
spent five hours on June 23, 1987 performing the field survey. 


ECOS YS TEMS 


Terrestrial 


Due to the extensive disturbance and surrounding urbanization, 


the ecosystem of the unit has been greatly simplified. The 
existing vegetation provides food and nest material for the 
resident population of ground dwelling mammals. Reptiles and 


birds feed on insects which are attracted. to the local plant 
species. Gulls, shorebirds and common birds of urban areas feed 
on refuse left on the beach by human visitors and or local 
vegetation. Additionally, the unit's size does not allow it to 


be classified as an ecological entity. It does not contain a 
wetland or marine system. The Pacific Ocean is westerly and 
southerly adjacent to the unit. There are no unique features 


(e.g-, bays, coves, lagoons, reefs, etc.) which would provide an 
area of study or interest. 


ECOSYSTEM CLASSIFICATION 


The project area is classified by the Public Resources Code as 
being in the coastal strip ecological region. 


Ecological Influences 


Site conditions of close proximity to the ocean, moderate 
climate, and intensive management for the heavy recreational 


pressure placed on the area are all influential on the local 
ecosystem. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


In consideration of the disturbed condition of the site, the 
intensive recreational use patterns, and the limited number of 
resident species, we recommend no change in management activities 
in the area between the pier and Goldwenwest Street. If use and 
Management patterns continue as they presently exist within this 
area, the local ecosystem will continue to function in its 
current state. 


(72100Ecolo) . SE (Draft - 7/29/87) 


The area between Goldenwest Street and the northerly municipal 
boundary is absent of any installed landscape material. Tes 
recommended that the existing bluff top park continue into and 
throughout this area. Additionally, specific walkways and access 
points should be delineated in order to prevent soil erosion and 
planting material deterioration. 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES 


INTRODUCTION 


there are “four prehistoric. occupation periods or “horizons” as 
defined by Murphy (1960) for the Southern California area. These 
HOELZONS~are.as fol lows: Early Horizon..(50,000, = 5,000 B.C.E.); 
Millingstone Horizon (5,000-1,500 B.C.E.); Intermediate Horizon 
(1500 B.C.E. = A.D. ._800).-and the late Horizon. (A.D: 800-1542). 
Recorded and documented history of the unit's general area 
correlate with the maritime exploration of Juan Rodriquez 
Cabrillo. ins 542. Along with Sebastian Vizcaino (1602) and 


Gasparo de Portola (1770), Euroamerican history developed. Land 
grants by Spain were made to Manuel Perez Nieto (1784) and 
subsequently divided among his relatives. Don Abel Stearns 


BuEcnased | land), area containing the .-unit in 1852 for. ranching 
purposes. Colonel Robert Northam purchased the unit and adjacent 
areas in 1885. Northam, sold. 1,500 acres to (PaILiO. Stan cone 
1901 who organized a real estate syndication for the acquistion 
and development of the area. At this time, the unit became part 
Orla, town. famed Pacific, City. 


Stanton sold his interest to the Vail Gates Group out of Los 
Angeles. Henry Huntington, owner of Pacific Electric Railroad 
purchased the area in 1902 and established a railway link from 
the area to Long Beach and Newport Beach. The community's name 
changed to Huntington Beach in 1903 and incorporated in 1909. 


In 1919, oil wells came: into production to provide an impetus for 
both economic and population growth. The City has grown from 815 
residents and 3.57 square miles (1910) to 184,280 residents and 
2/7 sGuare miles (1986). 


The majority of the aforementioned information was obtained by 
cite searches involving written material and personal 
interviews... The primary difficulty in obtaining information for 
the unit is that the unit's size and configuration severely 
limits its historical scope. Additionally, the unit area did not 
appear to be intensely utilized by groups because of its vulner- 
ability to wave erosion and adverse weather. 


After significant research with the Huntington Beach Historical 
Commission, local libraries and local historians, the author has 
concluded that there is very little (if any) source material 
depicting the archaeology, anthropology and specific history of 


this area (specifically, the unit). Discussion of the unit's 
past has. to be placed in larger geographical context (Orange 
County), for prehistoric, purposes. Euroamerican history is 


dominated by vast ranchos and land holdings until the 1900's. 
With the advent of the railroad came real estate subdivisions, 
transactions and recordations which provide important foundations 
in assessing a community's history. 


(72100-Cul ) C=2 (Draft + 7/23/87) 


INVENTORY PROCEDURES 


A. Previous Investigations - There is no apparent evidence that 
the unit has been surveyed LOE archaeological and 
paleontological purposes. Although areas within the general 
proximity of the unit (mesas) have identified sites, the unit 
itself does not appear to have been utilized for any specific 
purpose. Again, the unit has _ been subjected to severe 
natural erosion and physical alteration by the development of 
roads, railways, and oil exploration. , 

The primary investigation was conducted through an exhaustive 

literature search that provided for the information in the 

subsequential pages. These studies ranged from ethnological 
texts (e.g. Kroeber and Johnston) to recent surveys conducted 
on areas adjacent to the unit (Archaeological Advisory 

Group). A complete reference list is included WL irene cits 

section. . 


B. Survey Report - The unit was surveyed on June LU Pp lo 847 ove ScG 
staff geologist for the purpose of finding any area within 
the unit that may have not been altered by environmental 
forces or construction activity. The unit was surveyed again 
on June 26, 1987 by BCG staff environmental planner--for the 
purpose of identifying any form of significant human activity 
prior to 1900. The coverage of both surveys were comprehen- 
sive in nature. These’ field surveys did» not “reveal “any 
significant sites. 


DESCRIPTIONS OF CULTURAL FEATURES 


A. Archaeological Sites - As previously mentioned no sites have 
been or were identified within the unit. Therefore, no 
artifacts are. available for curating purposes. 


Ba ocandingy structure — The primary, =structure adjacent to. ene 
init is,the municipal pier. Originally constructed in elgy04, 
it deteriorated and was replaced by the existing structure in 
ToL. It. is 1,800 feet in length and is constructed of wood 
and reinforced concrete. The pier is intensely utilized for 
recreational purposes and has provided a focal point for the 
City of Huntington Beach's revitalization efforts. 


CULTURAL HISTORY 
Native American History 


As previously mentioned, there are essentially four chronological 
periods or horizons that characterize the prehistoric element of 
the unit's area. The Early Horizon (507, 000=5,000° B.C.E.) Is 
introduced through the "Bering Land Bridge" concept. Although 
there have been claims for more ancient presence, the first 
confirmed evidence sites for people in Southern California is the 
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San Dieguito Complex which appeared approximately 10,000 years 
ago. These sites are almost inclusively within San Diego 


County. These people survived by hunting large game and gather- 
ing of natural plant life. 


The Millingstone Horizon appeared around 5000 B.C.E. This period 
is characterized by finds from Santa Barbara to San Diego. Tools 
used for seed grinding (manos and metates) have been dated to 
this period. These grinding devices are believed to indicate a 
fundamental change portraying the use of tools for plant food 
sources. - Although shellfish was a significant, portion of the 
diet, plants became the dominant food source. Game hunting was 
still pursued providing for a diversification of subsistence. 
This diversification contributed Lo apparent sedentary 
settlements (as opposed to nomadic hunters and gathers) which 
began to appear during this horizon. 


The Intermediate Horizon, which initiated around 1500 B.C.E. is 
characterized by an increasingly advanced set of tools (stone 
mortars "and “pesStles) which, in. turn,  provided)<for greater 
reliance upon larger plant foods--specifically acorns. Kroeber 
postulated that the Hokan linguistic tribes were the dominant 
population. During the latter part of this horizon, Shoshonean 
Tribes filtered into the area which were a branch of the Uto- 
Aztechan culture. There is no apparent time or date that marks 
the displacement of the Hokan tribes with the Shoshonean 
tribes. Nor is there any evidence of forceful replacement 
between the Hokan and Shoshonean groups. The Shoshonean tribe 
essentially occupied an area that tapered from an expanse of 600 
miles at the Nevada border to 100 miles along the California 
coast. The Yuman tribes occupied the area to the south while a 
complex network of diversified groups lived to the north. 


The Late Horizon was indicated by the confirmed introduction of 
the Gabrielino Indians who were of the Shoshonean linguistic 
group. The Gabrielinos are termed in several texts as the Native 
Americans of the area. The Gabrielinos occupied an area from the 
Santa Monica Mountains to Aliso Creek and as far inland as the 
Cajon Pass. 


Much of the information regarding the settlements and traditions 
of the Gabrielinos was recorded by Father Geronimo Boscana of the 
San Gabriel Mission. Although Cabrillo and Vizcaino noted smoke 
from numerous fires, they never landed their ships along the 
southern California coastline in this area. Instead, they sought 
refuge at Santa Catalina Island and the Channel Islands. Gaspar 
de Portola led his expedition through the general region in 1769, 
which introduced the first serious and long-term settlement of 
Euroamericans characterized by the missions. 


It is estimated that approx imately 5,000 Gabrielinos lived within 


the aforementioned territory at the time Portola arrived. The 
prominent village of the Gabrielinos was termed Puvunga which was 
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located approximately 8 to 10 miles northwesterly of the ur ee 
This site is now located within what is known as the Bixby Ranch 


in Long Beach. 


The Gabrielinos had a fairly complex society with a diversified 
economy. Subsistence was characterized by exploitation of 
maritime resources including deep sea fish species and mammals. 
Additionally, Gabrielinos acted as significant traders between 
the groups which occupied the islands and inland regions. The 
Gabrielinos had an extensive religious and social fabric that 
essentially focused on a single diety--Chungichnish. Rites 
included dancing, fasting, animal sacrifice and week long 
observances. Father Boscana recorded the common practice of 
cremation which may explain, in part, the lack of a traditional 
necropolis--areas that normally yield detailed archaeological 
finds. 


The Gabrielinos were passive in nature and accepted the European 
(missions) infiltration. The primary focus was the Mission San 
Gabriel located approximately 30 miles north of the unit. 
Johnston records that the Gabrielinos were devasted by European 
diseases due the lack of immunity. 


Although, the Gabrielinos did not completely vanish, their 
numbers were severly reduced. The remaining Gabrielinos settled 
near Mission San Gabriel and became a functional part of the 
Mission's economy. 


EUROAMERICAN ERA HISTORY 


The historic use of the unit began with the land grant of Rancho 
Las Bolsas to Manuel Perez Nieto in 1784 by the Spanish Governor 
Pedro Fages. This grant covered 21 square miles and was used for 
cattle grazing. | 


Nieto died in 1804 and thirty years later, his grant was divided 
among heirs. In 1834, Mexican Governor Jose Figueroa granted the 
general area to Catarina Ruiz. In 1841, an area consisting of 


six square miles was termed Bolsa Chica and granted to 
Joaquin Ruiz. 


Don Abel Stearns who resided in Los Angeles since 1833 obtained 
ownership of Bolsa Chica and Las Bolsas in the mid 1850's. This 
acquisition allowed Stearns to become, the largest owner of land 
and cattle in southern California. Stearns died in 1877 and 


Stearns' successor, the Stearns Rancho Trust began to sell 
portions of the property. 


The unit was part of an area called "Shell Beach" due to the 
large amount of bean clams. This beach included an area that 
rose Sharply into bluffs that were subject to wave and tidal 
erosion. This area is essentially the subject unit. Inland from 
the bluffs was a mesa that was purchased by Colonel Robert 
Northam, a manager of the Stearns Rancho Trust. 


(722 00=Cul) G25 (Draft - 7/29/87) 


In 1901, Philip Stanton formed a local syndicate and bought 1,500 
acres of Rancho Las Bolsas from Robert Northam for the sum of 
$100,000. The syndicate organized the West Coast Land and Water 
Company and on a mesa above Shell Beach laid out streets and lots 
in a forty acre tract. It was Stanton's dream to build a town’ on 
the Pacific Coast. that.,would, rival. Atlantic..City.on. the ,east 
coast, and so the project was named Pacific City. A water system 
was installed, streets were paved, and a pavilion was built on 
the .ecean., Eront. Jo. Show, signs,.of.,.,.habitation; sa church, and 
residence. were hauled in from the defunct town of Fairview. In 
drilling a well for domestic water, considerable’ gas came out of 
the hole, much to the annoyance of the promoters. In August 
1901, the first lots were placed on the market with prices 
ranging, from, $400,,.,.t0. .$200,. each A number were given away to 
persons who would agree to build some kind of structure 
immediately. In, .1902;. Philip... Stanton. «sold. -his.interesty an 
Pacific City to the Vail-Gates Group of Los Angeles. 


Henry E. Huntington, who owned the Pacific Electric Railroad and 
waS. a principal stock holder in .the Southern. Pacific.Lines, 
became interested in Pacific City. His "red cars" were already 
running to Long Beach and the Southern Pacific owned the rails 
extending to Newport Beach. Buying an interest in the West Coast 
Land and Water Co., he extended his red car line along the ocean 
front from Long Beach and electrified the old railroad line to 
Newport Beach. A wooden pier was built into the ocean and on the 
bluff a two-story frame hotel, the Huntington Inn, was erected. 
An extensive advertising campaign drew attention to Huntington 
Beach and a real estate boom developed. Lots. that Had Sele: EOF 
$200 a year before sky-rocketed to $43,000. More land was added 
to. 1 hes. Criginal,. townsite. The Huntington Beach Company, 
comprised mostly of Angelenos, had acquired the remaining 
holdings. The company's first president, J. V. Vickers, had been 
a director of the West Coast Land and Water Co., when Stanton 
headed the syndicate. 


The City of Huntington Beach was incorporated February 17, 1909, 
with Ed Manning as the first Mayor. The original townsite 


consisted of 3.57 square miles, with a population of 915. There 
were 542 registered voters. 


From 1910 to 1920 the City maintained a slow growth rate. The 
Huntington Beach Co. operated a ranch raising food grains on some 
of 1,400 acres they owned. In 1918, they held public land 
auctions. to Stay out of debt. The Encyclopedia Britannica 
Company negotiated a deal with the Huntington Beach Co. and 
purchased seven, five-acre tracts located 2 1/2 miles from the 
beach in the northwest. section, .of Huntington Beach Co; 
property. They subdivided each five-acre tract into sixty lots 
resulting in 420 lots in all. These lots located inland, on 
hillsides and in ravines, were for the most part worthless. 
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In 1919, Standard Oil Company leased 500 acres of land from the 
Huntington Beach Co. The first oil well was drilled in what was 
then the northwest area of the City. This well was known as A-l 
and was brought in during August, 1920, producing 91 barrels of 
oil a day. They continued to drill more wells on their lease and 
multitude of others moved in with hopes of finding a profitable 
oil well. Wells sprang up and in less than a month the town grew 
from 1,500 to 5,000 people. 


On’ November -6,: 1920, Standard® 011" Co.” brought “in =a significant 
well known as Bolsa Chica No. l. An estimated .4,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas and 1742 barrels of oil were produced per day by this 
well alone. Standard Oil Co. shipped several hundred men from 
other fields into Huntington Beach to help contain the overflow 
of oil. Bolsa No. 1 proved that the Huntington Beach oil field 
was a most significant discovery and soon the population was over 
7,000 persons. Areas as small as a City lot were leased and used 
for organizing oil corporations. Scores of them were formed and 
their stock put on the market. The old established oil companies 
continued to drill more wells. Each owner of an encyclopedia lot 
received an income of $100 a month. What appeared to have been a 
valueless gift of land resulted in fortunes of various amounts to 
its recipients. The bonanza continued several years. 


In 1926, the area between 8th Street and 23rd Street, known as 
the town lot field, produced a second oil boom. The profits from 
Oil were now available to the owners of these lots. Houses and 
other structures were moved for the purpose of obtaining oil. 


In 1930, oil was discovered and produced from the tideland ocean 
pool utilizing the whipstock method. The development of this 
idea proved that oil from a known ocean pool lying off shore 
could be drilled from the upland by slant drilling, and in the 
process, preserve the beach and public recreation area. 
Currently, close to 500 whipstock wells produce approximately 10 
Miwon, barrels 7of oll annually (1980). The wells within the 
Oiete aceraspart OLsthis svsetem: 


The unit's other primary utilization is recreation. Pacerre 
Coast Highway was completed in 1925 and provided direct access to 
the unit. Other than further public improvements and the con- 
struction of an apartment complex along the north side of the 
pier, the unit has remained unchanged. The Crty (of Jhunrting ton 
Beach has placed some riprap along the bluffs from Goldenwest 
Street to Bolsa Chica in order to prevent wave and tidal erosion. 


EVALUATION OF CULTURAL FEATURES 


The construction of the municipal pier in 1904, and its sub- 
sequential reconstruction in 1914, represent the only significant 
Structure (feature) near the unit (technically, the unit's 
southerly boundary terminates at the pier). The pier possesses 
Structural, cultural, recreational and community design values. 


(72100-Cul) Sa (Draft —' 7/29/87) 


Structurally, it is one of the longest piers (1,800 feet) along 
the southern California coastline. It has withstood severe 
storms that have periodically disabled specific portions. 
However, it has been maintained and utilized by several million 


people since its original construction. Culturally, the pier 
represents the era in which the City received its name and was 
the extension of Main Street into the ocean. The pier's 


constuction preceded the inception of the area's oil economy and 


is an element of Henry Huntington's real estate and railway 
promotional efforts. 


The pier serves a recreational purpose for passive users or those 
fishing ‘from it. Over 1 million people walk on the pier 
annually. . It also allows for the creation of ocean floor 
conditions which, in turn, provide for waves for surfing. 


The City of Huntington Beach has conceptualized a revitalization 
program for the downtown area. A central focus of the urban 
design theme is the pier. The pier will not only be a focus for 
design purposes, but also retain its functional purpose. 


ZONES OF CULTURAL SENSITIVITY 


The municipal pier represents the only structure (zone) that 
should be preserved. Policies and design strategies that 
comprise, in part, the adopted City of Huntington Beach Specific 
Plan have taken the pier into consideration and is utilizing it 
as a design focal point and functional node. 


RESOURCE PROBLEMS 


The primary obstacle in assessing cultural resources is the 
unit's. configuration and size. It does not appear to have been 
intensely utilized in prehistoric times because of its geographic 
and topographic characteristics. As previously mentioned, a 
field survey revealed that the area has been subject to severe 
wave and tidal erosion, and construction activity associated with 
recreational and industrial use. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


The unit should be adopted (in its entirety) as part of District 
lly of the Déwhtown, Specifié Plan. of the .City GE sHuntingten 
Beach. Therefore, it would maintain its primary function as a 
recreational area prohibiting construction of significant, 
adverse structures. 


The municipal pier (District 10) should be preserved and should 


continue to serve as a design and function node for the downtown 
area. 
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Additionally, research or inventories would not reveal new finds 
or sites because the aforementioned geographic and topographic 
characteristics. However, in the event that an archaeological 
site is revealed during a construction process, work should cease 
until. “a. full».evaluation (by. a. qualified, archacologist.aie 
completed. The policies stated within the City of Huntington 
Beach Coastal Element Conservation and Open Space Element, 
Recreation Element and and the Downtown Specific Plan direct the 
unit to be preserved for open space and recreational purposes. 
Enhancement would involve the continuation of the Bluff Top Park, 
the maintenance of lifeguard services and the facilitation of 
public access to the unit. 
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(CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH) 
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Director of Planning 
Southwest Region 


Barrett Consulting Group Inc. 


POPHET ICS 


INTRODUCTION 


The primary method of collecting data for the unit was done by 
field reconnaissance that was documented by photographs. 
Secondary sources included existing environmental impact reports, 
environmental impact statements and a series of policies 
established by the City of Huntington Beach. : 


SCENIC RESOURCES , 


Positive Features 


The unit is a scenic resource comprised of several elements. The 
entire unit provides a panoramic perspective of the Pacific 
Ocean. Santa Catalina Island is located approximately 30 miles 


offshore and is visible much of the time, The unit's area 
between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street is relatively 
flat and with ample access to the water edge. An additional © 


scenic resource is the pier itself that is visible from all areas 
within the unit, 


The area between Goldenwest Street and the unit's northerly 
boundary is characterized by bluffs with difficult access to the 


beach. This bluff area is not improved with any recreation 
facilities except with an asphalt path that is adjacent to 
Pacific Coast Highway. However, these bluffs provide vista 


points towards the ocean and along the coastline. 


The ocean meterological characteristics provide a variety of 
scenic attributes. The surface is often calm and reflective. 
However, northern winter storms create an impetus for large surf 
during winter months. Sunsets along the unit's area are 
picturesgue when the northerly coastline and Santa Catalina 
Island is silhouetted. Figure ER-1l illustrates some of the 
aforementioned characteristics. 


Negative Features 


The bluffs that are within the unit have been subjected to tidal 
and wave erosion. The unit's area between Goldenwest Street and 
the northerly boundary has large amounts of riprap and concrete 
slabs placed between the water and the bluff. Reinforced steel 
bars, rusted pipes and miscellaneous concrete material is highly 
visible. This area of the unit has bluffs that are not improved 
for recreation purposes. The top of the bluffs are void of 
vegetation and evidence of erosion and soil breakdown is 
apparent. There are a series of oil pumps within fenced areas. 
Some of these areas have had pumps removed, yet the fencing and 
ancillary equipment remains. There is a service road that has an 
asphalt base that connects these oil pumps. 
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(30 MILES) 


SANTA CATALINA ISLAND 


The unit area between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street 
has an improved bluff top park. However, there is a series of 
Oll pumps between the bluff and the beach area. A service road 
connects these pumps. There is a concrete wall that retains the 
bluff. This wall has been the object of graffiti. The surface 
Of the wall  haS cracks andsiS in né6d of painting: There are 
overhead utility lines throughout this area. Additionally, there 
are portable toilets scattered along the service road. Figure 
ER-2 portrays the negative scenic elements. 


EVALUATION OF SCENIC RESOURCES 


The unit is a scenic resource that provides opportunity to view 
expanded resources such as the ocean, coastline and Santa 
Catalina Island. The unit enjoys reasonable access along its 
entire boundaries. The panoramic views whether from the beach or 
the bluffs, are a value and warrant preservation. The unit could 
be classified-as a single zone of scenic importance. That is; it 
existing positive characteristics should be preserved while the 
negative characteristics should be eliminated or avoided. The 
northerly area provides a potential for recreational and 
panoramic purposes. However, there are no improvements except 


for oil pumps, a poorly maintained surface road and an asphalt 
bicycle/pedestrian trail. 


The bluff top park between the municipal pier and Goldenwest 
Street has overhead utility lines adjacent to the palm trees 
Planted along the park. Also, there are overhead utility lines 
between the bluff and the beach. These lines create a conflict 
in the panoramic views of the ocean and coastline. There are oil 
pumps visible from between the beach and the bluff area. 
Although, there have been attempts to screen these pumps, their 
“presence creates an inconsistent element within an outdoor 
recreational area. 


AUDITORY ‘RESOURCES 
Positive Features 


The presence of the ocean provides for the auditory resource of 
waves and wind. Although; this is not primary habitat for 
wildlife, birds are heard throughout the day while in transit 
from one site to another. These features are enjoyed the most 
during early morning or late afternoon and evening hours. 


The prominence of these auditory features vary during different 
seasons. The winter and autumn months do not experience the 
amount of visitors as the spring and summer months; therefore, 
providing less conflicting noise. 
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Negative Features 


The unit"s proximity to Pacific Coast Highway exposes it to a 
Significant source of noise generation. Approximately 40,800 
vehicles per day travel along Pacific Coast Highway during peak 
months while approximately 35,000 vehicles per day use Pacific 
Coast Highway during non peak months. The recently completed 
Environmental Impact statement for the widening of Pacific Coast 
Highway (Caltrans- SCH 80121150) designates the unit to be in 
Activity Category -C.  This=Activity Category normally includes a 
maximum of level of 72 dBA (exterior) and includes developed 
lands. Activity Category B involves a lower maximum sound level 
67 dBA and includes recreation areas. The unit's actual sound 
measurements indicated a maximum of 65 dBA (1981). However, 
projected traffic improvements and increases will elevate the 
sound level to 68 dBA by the year 2000. 


Sound barriers could be constructed, however, there would be an 
immediate negative visual impact. 


Evaluation 


The unit's size and configuration severely limits identifying 
zones of auditory importance and mitigation measures. The 
negative noise impacts are greater along the bluffs adjacent to 
Pacific Coast Highway as opposed to the beach area. There is a 
definite conflict between the bluff top park and Pacific Coast 
Highway in the terms of noise impacts. 


Additionally, the amount of people that visit the beach during 
peak months increases the noise level by the presence of voices 
and radios. 


RECOMMENDATION 


The bluffs between Goldenwest Street and the unit's northerly 
boundary should be improved with the continuation of the existing 
bluff top park. Efforts should be made to maintain a separation 
between vehicular and pedestrian and bicycle (non vehicular) 
CrrevLation. Panoramic or vista parks should be established 


along the bluff to encourage enjoyment of the exisitng scenic 
resources. 


Oil wells/pumps should be consolidated or eliminated if not in 
production. Remaining oil wells/pumps should be screened to 


reduce the visual impacts. The service road should be 
maintained. 


Overhead utilities should be replaced with underground facili- 
ties. Off-street parking should be provided where there is 
sufficient area and a maximum degree of safety can be assured. 
Radios and other similar noise generators should be either 
prohibited or strictly controlled. 
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RECREATION 


RECREATION ACTIVITIES 


The unit serves a local and regional recreation need. The unit 
has historically provided an area for recreation because of its 
accessibility. Access to the beach area at the northerly end of 
the unit is predicated upon the tide. At high tide the water 
reaches the bottom of the bluffs precluding any-use of the beach 
area. The remaining of the unit's beaches have ample access. 


Historically and” currently, thes unit has been utilized “for 
general beach activities including swimming, surfing, fishing and 
other recreational activities. The City of Huntington Beach has 
installed ya bluffs top)ipark, from: they plier’ sto viapproxinateLly 
Goldenwest Street. This park has not only enhanced the street- 
scape along—Pacific Coast Highway, but has provided for safe 
bicycle and pedestrian circulation away from vehicular traffic. 


Attendance records have been maintained for the entire Bolsa 
Chica State Beach of which the unit is currently a portion. The 
Bolsa Chica State Beach is approximately six miles in length 
while the subject unit is approximately 2.3 miles in length. In 
1978, the annual attendance for the Bolsa Chica State Beach was 
1,660,313. The average attendance for a summer weekday was 6,691 
and for a summer weekend day was 24,471 in that same year. The 
beach attendance exceeded 2 million people in 1986. The 
approximate average attendance for a summer weekday was 7,500 and 
for a summer weekend day was 27,500 people. 


The Environmental Management Agency (EMA) of the County of Orange 
published a report in 1979 that projected a doubling of the 1978 
attendance by the year 1995. Bolsa Chica State Beach ranked 
fifth out of a total of 20 Orange County beaches with highest 
usage in 1977/78. 


As previously mentioned, the unit serves a regional need. 


Approximately 74 percent of the unit's visitors are from outside 
of Orange County. 


The unit's . activity ~ can be characterized as destination 
oriented. That is, it is utilized for®a series? ofirecreaticnal 
Purposes because of the sand, water, and its general location. 
Both passive and active types of recreation characterize its 
usage. Essentially, it can (and does) accommodate large groups 


of people for a variety of purposes. The unit experiences 
intense activity and use during the summer months, specifically 
on weekends. The activity level drops noticeably during the 


autumn and winter seasons. 
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The unit has ample and direct access to Pacific Coast Highway and 
adjacent neighborhoods. There is on-street parking along all 
areas within the unit. This is further facilitated by pedestrian 
stairways between the pier and Goldenwest Street. There are no 
stairways between Goldenwest Street and the northerly boundary of 
the unit. 


There are possible hazards associated with storm surf, primarily 
during the autumn and winter months. Riptides and undertows 
present a constant concern for swimmers and surfers. As pre- 
viously mentioned, there is a degree of hazard ,associated with 
access down the bluff areas between Goldenwest Street and the 
northerly boundary of the unit. 


RECREATION FACILITIES 


Currently, the primary recreation facilities consist of a parking 
lot northerly adjacent to the pier, a bluff top park with bicycle 
and pedestrian trail, picnic tables, a concession stand, and the 
general beach area. 


Specifically, the parking lot that is adjacent to the north side 
of the fispiers« has <ai\ capacity: for approximately © 330° ‘cars. 
Additional on-street metered parking is provided along Pacific 
Coast Highway (approximately 525 spaces). The bluff top park 
extends from the pier to a point northerly of the intersection of 
Pacific Coast Highway and Goldenwest Street. The park is along 
the southwesterly side of Pacific Coast Highway and consists of a 
paved path flanked by irrigated turf and clusters of palm 
trees. At approximate 1,000 foot intervals there are areas for 
bicycle racks, panoramic platforms and pedestrian access via 
Stairways to the beach area. Currently, there are portable 
toilets located at approximate intervals of 250 to 300 feet. 
There are eleven lifeguard towers to assure swimmer safety. 


Although, the municipal pier is technically outside of the unit, 
tt iS the “principal recreational structure in?+éhe™ area. I 
directly provides for fishing and sightseeing, and indirectly 
provides for an area where waves can be utilized by surfers. 
there, are, restaurants« and:‘a fishing’ tackle) sstore von’ the (pier. 
The primary lifeguard tower is located on the pier. 


Figure RR-1l illustrates the location and number of the 
aforementioned facilities. 


RECREATION POTENTIAL 


The unit's area from Goldenwest Street to the City's northerly 
boundary is undeveloped except for a bicycle and pedestrian path 
that parallels Pacific Coast Highway. This portion of the unit 
could provide sufficient area along the bluff top for both 
vehicular (including parking) and pedestrian access. The primary 
concern would be direct access to the beach. The Dimtts:, 
although not extensively high, are steep and the siting of 
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The unit has ample and direct access to Pacific Coast Highway and 
adjacent neighborhoods. There is on-street parking along all 
areas within the unit. This is further facilitated by pedestrian 
stairways between the pier and Goldenwest Street. There are no 
stairways between Goldenwest Street and the northerly boundary of 
the unit. 


There are possible hazards associated with storm surf, primarily 
during the autumn and winter months. Riptides and undertows 
present a constant concern for swimmers and surfers. As pre- 
viously mentioned, there is a degree of hazard ,associated with 
access down the bluff areas between Goldenwest Street and the 
northerly boundary of the unit. 


RECREATION FACILITIES 


Currently, the primary recreation facilities consist of a parking 
lot northerly adjacent to the pier, a bluff top park with bicycle 
and pedestrian trail, picnic tables, a concession stand, and the 
general beach area. 


Specifically, the parking lot that is adjacent to the north side 
of the ripiers hdseaiicapacity: for - approximately 5330° ‘cars 
Additional on-street metered parking is provided along Pacific 
Coast Highway (approximately 525 spaces). The bluff ©top® park 
extends from the pier to a point northerly of the intersection of 
Pacific Coast Highway and Goldenwest Street. The park is along 
the southwesterly side of Pacific Coast Highway and consists of a 
paved path flanked by irrigated turf and clusters of palm 
trees. At approximate 1,000 foot intervals there are areas for 
bicycle racks, panoramic platforms and pedestrian access via 
Stairways to the beach area. Currently, there are portable 
toilets located at approximate intervals of 250 to 300 feet. 
There are eleven lifeguard towers to assure swimmer safety. 


Although, the municipal pier is technically outside of the unit, 
it is the principal recreational structure in the area. It 
directly provides for fishing and sightseeing, and indirectly 
provides for an area where waves can be utilized by surfers. 
There are restaurants and a fishing tackle store on the pier. 
The primary lifeguard tower is located on the pier. 


Figure RR-1l illustrates the location and number of the 
aforementioned facilities. 


RECREATION POTENTIAL 


The unit's area from Goldenwest Street to the City's northerly 
boundary is undeveloped except for a bicycle and pedestrian path 
that parallels Pacific Coast Highway. This portion of the unit 
could provide sufficient area along the bluff top for both 
vehicular (including parking) and pedestrian access. The primary 
concern would be direct access to the beach. Tne. -DiEVLLES:; 
although not extensively high, are steep and the siting of 
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Stairways is awkward due to the water reaching the bottom of the 
bluffs at the various times. That is, stairway access would only 
be feasible during low tides. 


Northerly of the unit is Bolsa Chica State Beach. Lee ers 
developed with parking areas, vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle 
circulation systems and support facilities. Bolsa Chica State 
Beach is controlled by the State of California Department of 
Parks and Recreation. 


The undeveloped portion of the unit serves as a connecting link 
between the City's and the State's beaches. Therefore, any plans 
and subsequent actions pertaining to this 1.3 mile strip should 
have a consistent theme both in design and function with the 
existing State and City beaches' facilities. 


It is essential to consider these alternatives because the unit 
does serve aS a regional recreational element. The unit will 
continue to experience population and useage. Therefore, any 
improvements will be in response to an existing need as opposed 
to developing a potential use. 


% 
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INTRODUCTION 


Prog ectioWescription 


The projéct tis vknown- astthe State Beach = ‘City ‘of Huntington 
Beach. [Leiwas-@Lormmerly “a portion “of the Bolsa’ Chiéa “State 
Beach. The unit is located between the Huntington Beach 
MunacipalorPvért and the City = of “-Hlntington ”’'’Beach’ * northerky 
municipal boundaries. It is between Pacific Coast Highway and 
thee Paci fic’ “Ocean: It 1S approximately 2.3 miles in length and 
encompasses approximately 100 acres. Figures 1 and 2 depict the 
unit's local and regional setting, respectively. 


The unit is within the County of Orange and lies between the 
Bovsawchica State’ Beach ‘and “the City of Huntington Beach 
Municipal Beach. Nearby communities include Fountain Valley, 
Newport Beach, Westminster and Seal Beach. The most prominent 
geographical entity is the Pacific Ocean that is southerly and 
easterly adjacent to the unit. 


Another prominent landmark is the Bolsa Chica Wetlands that are 
located to the northeast of the subject unit. The wetlands have 
been the subject of thorough analyses, development alternatives 
and state legislation. The unit is located within the Coastal 
Strip landscape province, and specifically in a zone designated 
aS an area between the Mexico border and Point Conception. The 
Wnts Nas Girect access to and from Pacific Coast Highway. along 
its entire length. Pacific Coast Highway has on-street parking 
along the oceanward side. Additional parking lots are located 
near the municipal pier between the beach and Pacific Coast 
Highway. There are a series of major arterials that terminate 
into Pacific Coast Highway which directly facilitate traffic from 
population areas to the unit. These arterials include Warner 
Avenue, Goldenwest Street and Beach Boulevard. The nearest 
freeway is the San Diego Freeway Coke 405) which is 
approximately five (5) miles from the unit. 


Tae Unit 1S adjacent to the large population centers of Orange 
County and is approximately 30 to 40 minutes of driving time away 
from the Los Angeles area. Pacific Coast Highway is served by 
the “Orange County Transit District (OCTD) and has ‘several bus 
Stops adjacent to the unit. Primarily, the unit is served by 
OCTD Routes No. 25 and 29. The nearest airport is the John Wayne 
Airport which is located approximately 10 miles to the 
southwest. The Long Beach Airport is located approximately 30 
miles to the northeast. The Los Angeles International Airport is 
located approximately 40 miles to the north. 


The City of Huntington Beach has assumed responsibility of this 


ares, frome the State of (California which has resulted an the 
reclassification of the unit. In assuming this responsibility, 


72100ResE1 Sl (8713787) 


the City plans to continue its recreational improvements from 
Goldenwest Street to the northerly municipal boundary. 


As previously mentioned, the unit is relatively small (100 acres) 
and has a long, narrow configuration. It iS primarily composed 
of a beach area and a bluff area. At the southerly end of the 
unit, the beach area occupies the majority of the unit. As the 
unit extends northward, the beach area diminishes and the bluff 
area increases in width. The unit is occupied by a pier side 
parking area, a multiple family development, a concession stand, 
a series of oil pumps and a bluff top park between the municipal 
pier and Goldenwest Street. From Goldenwest Street to the 
northerly municipal boundary, the unit is void of improvements 
with the exception of some oil pumps’) and an asphalt bicycle/ 
pedestrian path. 
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RESOURCE ELEMENT 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this Resource Element is to establish goals, 
objectives and policies in order to preserve, enhance and 
encourage the recreational use of the unit. It includes the 
Resourcé Summary of the unit and provides direction for the 
Resource Management Policies and the General Plan of the unit. 
The specific programs and details for implementing these 
management policies will follow general plan approval. 


In addition, this element identifies specific resource sensi- 
tivities and physical constraints, and establishes guidelines for 


acceptable levels of development and use with respect to these 
values. 


The Resource Element is organized into two parts. The first part 
includes a brief summary of unit resources. More detailed infor- 
mation of these subjects is available in the Resource Inventory, 
on file with the State Department of Parks and Recreation and the 
City of Huntington Beach. 


The second part of the Resource Element is the policy portion of 
the document, which begins with unit classification as a state 
beach, then builds’ on this “foundation,® arriving. at specific 
resource management policies. 
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Inventory Summary 


This is. a‘ stmmary of the undt”’s resources. More information is 
on file with. the State Department of Parks and Recreation and the 
City of Huntingjton Beach in the form of the Resource Inventonmy. 


Natural Resources 
Topography 


The site of the 100-acre unit is near the southwestern onshore 
termination of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone. The unit's 
area extends from Pacific Coast Highway oceanward to the Ordinary 
High Water Mark. The local features affecting the topography of 
the park area are the Santa Ana Gap, Huntington Beach Mesa, the 
Bolsa Gap, and the shoreface itself. Elevations range between 
sea level and a maximum of 12 meters (40 feet) above sea level. 
The steepest elevations are encountered in the bluff area at the 
northwest end of the unit. Slopes range from 0 percent to nearly 
vertical. 


Meteorology 


The unit experiences a Mediterranean semi arid steppe climate. 
Addveitonally,, the Gunite’ ss areal isssstrongly intluenced. by the 
moderating effects of the ocean. The temperature regime is 
moderate. The average summer temperature is 21°C (67°F). The 
average winter temperature is 17°C (55°F). 


Precipitation averages 28.7 cm (11.4 inches) per year. The rainy 
season extends from November to April, when greater than 90 
‘percent of the annual rainfall occurs. 


The presence of the marine layer results in moist air near the 
land surface along the coast. Over the ocean, the cool moist air 
results in a fog layer which recedes seaward during late morning 
and afternoon, and moves onshore during late afternoon and 
evening. Tre Gog encroaches onto the Jand more frequently an 
spring and summer months due to greater temperature variations 
between the ocean and land. 


Hydrology 


The primary watershed affecting the unit is the Santa Ana River 
which currently discharges into the Pacific Ocean south of the 


OV obs ake The Santa Ana River has water primarily between November 
and Apr ii. 
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The unit lies within the northeastern portion of the Orange 
County groundwater basin, where groundwater is contained ina 


series of pressured aquifers. These aquifers include the 
following: 


a semi perched zone; 

The Bolsa Aquifer; 

The Talbert Aquifer; 

The Upper Pleistocene Semi-Perched Zone; 
The Alpha Aquifer; 

The Beta Aquifer; 

The Lambda Aquifer; 

The Meadowlark Aquifer; 

The Main Aquifer; 

The Lower Zone; and 

The Upper Pliocene Deposits. 


O10 uO "0 6 ~0,, 0 fo. 710 70) Bo 


The primary source of water for the unit is derived from the Main 
Aquifer. This Aquifer ranges from 150 to 250 feet in thickness 


and its base reaches a maximum elevation of 350 feet below mean 
sea level. 


Geology 


\ 


thes subjects unit “Lies “near “the northwestern <flank of: the 
Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province of southern California. 
The Peninsular RangeS province includes the Los-7 Angeles 
Structural basin, the offshore area known as the Continental 
Borderland, the Santa Ana Mountains and the rest of the 
Peninsular Ranges to the south, and extends from near latitude 
34° North in.the Los Angeles basin to the tip of the Baja 
California peninsula. Characterized by elongated northwest- 
trending mountain ridges separated by straight-sided sediment- 
floored valleys, the province has been uplifted, tilted seaward 
and sliced longitudinally into subparallel blocks by young, 
steeply dipping faults. These northwest to west-northwest 
trending fault zones separate large elongated blocks of different 
structural elevation which are terminated at their northwestern 
margin by the east-west trending structures of the Transverse 
Ranges province. The major faults appear to be late Cenozoic in 
age, and many are seismically active. The Newport-Inglewood 
structural zone is one of the major northwest trending structural 
elements fof tthe “northern “portion of ‘the Peninsular Ranges 
province. The onshore extent of the zone runs from the mouth of 
the Santa Ana River, just south of the subject unit, northwest to 
Beverly Hills. 


The unit lies within the regional structural trough known as the 
Los Angeles’ basin. Non-marine to bathyal marine upper 
Cretaceous, Tertiary and Quaternary sediments deposited on 
crystalline rocks “of both oceanic and continental. basement 
compose the stratigraphic sequence of the basin. Strata consist 
pramarily of . conglomerates, sandstones, sands, shales, and 
mudstones. Sediments were derived from the north and east except 
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during middle Miocene time when oceanic highlands are thought to 
have shed clastics from the south. The basin, which is bounded 
on the north by the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains, on 
the south by the Pacific Ocean, and on the west and the east by 
the Santa Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills, is approximately 
45 miles wide by 65 miles long. Geophysical studies show the 
total depth of the basin to be over 30,000 feet. 


The oldest geologic formation .1s.kKnown (jase they Catalina. Schust 
which ia a foliated metamorphic crystalline rock found at depths 
of up to 15,000 feet. The Miocene Topanga Formation overlies the 
Catalina Schist. It consists of an alternating sequence of gray, 
medium-to coarse grain sandstone interbedded with gray siltstone 
and sandy siltstone. The next series is the Puente Formation 
which consists of sands, silts and clays of late Miocene Age. 
The Fernando Formation (informally known as the Repetto and Pico 
formations) overlies the Puente Formation. It is Pliocene age 
strata that consists of greenish-gray micaceous siltstone, sandy 
siltstone, fine grained sandstone and varying amounts of inter- 
edded gray medium- to coarse-grained sandstone. The San Pedro 
Formation is composed of shallow marine deposits. It is composed 
of silt, clay sand and gravel and is exposed in limited outcrops 
at the margins of the mesa area that is southeast of the unit. 
The Lakewood Formation consists of shallow marine, intertidal and 


continental deposits. It is exposed at the surface on the 
Huntington Beach Mesa which is easterly of the unit. Recent 
deposits within the unit include alluvial gravels, sands, silts, 
marsh deposits, and beach sands. Recent beach deposits form 


narrow strips fringing wave-cut sea cliffs of the relatively soft 
Pleistocene sediments of the coastal mesa. 


There are several fault zones which could (and do) affect the 
alt The primary fault is the Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone. 
The zone is characterized by lateral strike slip movement which 
dips steeply to the southwest beneath the ocean. 


The unit is within a geological active area due to faulting and 
folding, continental tectonics, and wave and tidal erosion. 


Soils 


There are essentially three soil types found within the unit. 
They are all classified within the Myford Association. The soil 
types, as classified by the U. S. Department of Agriculture Soil 
Conservation Service and Forest Service, are Beaches, Marina 
Loamy Sand - 0 to 2 percent. slope, and Marina Loamy: Sand = 
zZ2 to 9 percent’ slope. The erosion hazard ranges from slight to 
moderate assuming bare soil. Erosion occurs as a result of wave 
and tidal activity, pedestrian traffic and periodic precipi- 
tation. The unit lives: within~ the, San, .Pedro, | M4 ttoralssceble 
Sediments are transported southeasterly and eventually offshore 
through the Newport Submarine Canyon. 
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Plant! bite 


Approximately 25 species of plants representing 9 families have 
been identified within the unit. Twelve of these species are 


non-native to the area. The existing community is a mix of 
introduced species and remnant species of the native coastal 
strand community. It vappeers that most of thé - 6x isting 


vegetation was planted for slope stabilization purposes and for 
esthetic effect. 


No rare or endangered plants have been found in the unit. 


Animal Life 


The amount of animal life within the unit is severly limited due 
to its configuration, size and intensive recreational use. The 
primary mammal within the unit is the California ground squirrel 
(Spermophilus beecheyi). The side-blotched lizard (Uta 


Sstansiburiana) is the only noticeable reptile observed within the 
Uns Ges 


There are a variety of shorebirds and gulls that migrate through 
the area. However, the unit does not contain nesting or 
prominent feeding areas. There are two endangered species, as 
listed by the U. S. Fish and Wildflife Service, which migrate 
through the unit. They are the California Least Tern (Sterna 
atillarum browni) and the California brown pelican (Pelecanus 
occidentalis californicus). 


Marine Life 


The unit's nearshore marine habitat is not distinguished by 


lagoons, kelp beds, bays, or river months. It is exposed and 
directly affected by open surf. The fish community includes surf 
oriented species ranging from Jacksmelt (Atherminoosis 


californiensis) to California Halibut (Paralicthys californicus). 
The invetebrate population is a seasonal community that range 


Purple striped jellyfish (Pelagia noctiluca) to the Pismo clam 
(Tivela stultorum). 


Phytoplankton occurs near the surface zone in neritic biotic 
communities. It is well documented that phytoplankton is a basic 
unit in earth's life support system. Phytoplankton provides for 
most of the atmospheric oxygen and serves as a basis of most 
marine food webs. 


Ecology 


The unit is ‘within the .coastal strip ecological, region as 
designated by the Public Resources Code. Site conditions of 
close proximity to the ocean, moderate climate and intensive 
human use are all influential on the local ecosystem. 
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Due to the extensive disturbance and surrounding urbanization, 


the ecosystem of the unit has been greatly simplified. The 
existing vegetation provides food and nest material for the 
resident population of ground dwelling mammals. Reptiles and 


birds feed on insects which are attracted to the local plant 
species. Gulls, shorebirds and common birds of urban areas feed 
on refuse left on the» beach by human visitors andor local 
vegetation. Additionally, the unit's size does not allow it to 


be classified as an ecological entity. It does not contain a 
wetland or marine system. The Pacific Ocean is westerly and 
southerly adjacent to the unit. There are no unique features 


(e.g., bays, coves, lagoons, reefs, etc.) which would provide an 
area of study or interest. 


Cultural Resources 
Archaeological Sites 


There are no known archaeological sites within the unit. This is 
probably due, in part, to natural erosion activity and intensive 
industrial and recreational use. 


Standing Structures 


Thee primary |. (StructuresGadjiacent: to { -thecnit,Gis®-theymunicipar 
pier. Although, the pier is technically outside of the unit's 
boundaries, it has a significant visual and functional effect on 
the unit. Originally constructed in 1904, it was reconstructed 
in 1914 and currently exists as 1800 foot structure. 


Ethnographic and Historical Background 


Southern California cultural traditions prior to 5000 B.C.E. are 
not well defined for Orange County and the specific unit. 


By febout 571000 © B.C.54) it appears. .thatita “relatively  -univtomm 
cultural tradition existed on the coast from Santa Barbara south 
to San Diego. Most archaeologists call this subsistence pattern 
the Millingstone Horizon. This era centered around the 
collection of small, wild seeds and shellfish. The additive 
Campbell Tradition developed out of the Millingstone Horizon by 
about<37000 BeC.cinsSanta Barbara, avlittle. Latér. din. the: Ventura 
aréa, stand stMidivdatersyin- parts: "of? Los’) Angeles “and? <Cnande 
Counties. The Millingstone Tradition seems to have continued 
until 500-700 A.D. along the Orange and San Diego County coasts, 
wien -i1t’ was, replaced by a ‘cultural ‘tradition wadentitied. by 
archaeologists as the last prehistoric time period. 


ines Minliting stonem hori zones is “Aden triied) ~inw™ pantersby =e hance 
projectile points, the use of milling stones (mano/metate), and 
largely undifferentiated chip stone tool assemblage. The late 
prehistoric tradition has two tool. phases. The early phase is 
marked by the introduction of small, triangular projectile points 
(desert side-notched points), addition of the mortar and pestle 
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ay 


to the milling assemblage, shell beads, shellfish fish hooks, 
varied bone tools, so-called donut stones (use of which is not 
positively known), and a much broader array of ornamentation than 
the earlier Millingstone Horizon. The principal "late" prehis- 
toric artifact addition is the manufacture and use of pottery. 
Both of these late traditions continue up to Hispanic contact in 
Chel avber ipartvof the slb7thvand@early part of the th centuries. 


The primary people were of the Shoshonean linguistic group. The 


Gabrielinos were part of the Shoshonean group which inhabited the 
area. 


Much of the information regarding the settlements and traditions 
of the Gabrielinos was recorded by Father Geronimo Boscana of the 
San Gabriel Mission. Although Cabrillo and Vizcaino noted smoke 
from numerous fires, they never landed their ships along the 
southern California coastline in this area. Instead, they sought 
refuge at Santa Catalina Island and the Channel Islands. Gaspar 
de Portola led his expedition through the general region in 1769, 
which introducted the first serious and long-term settlement of 
Euroamericans characterized by the missions. 


It is estimated that approximately 5,000 Gabrielinos lived within 
the aforementioned territory at the time Portola arrived. The 
prominent village of the Gabrielinos was termed Puvunga which was 
located approximately 8 to 10 miles northwesterly of the unit. 
This site is now located within what is known as the Bixby Ranch 
in Long Beach. 


The Gabrielinos had a fairly complex society with a diversified 
economy. Subsitence was characterized by exploitation of 
maritime resources including deep sea fish species and mammals. 
Additionally, Gabrielinos acted as significant traders between 
. the groups which occupied the islands and inland regions. The 
Gabrielinos had an extensive religious and social fabric that 
essentially focused on a single diety--Chungichnish. Rites 
included dancing, fasting, animal sacrifice and week long 
observances. Father Boscana recorded the common practice of 
cremation®s which may°explain, im part, the lack of “a traditional 


necropolis--areas that normally yield detailed archaeological 
finds. 


The Gabrielinos were passive in nature and accepted the European 
(missions) infiltration. The primary focus was the Mission San 
Gabriel» Dvecated > approximately- 30” miles‘ north of the “unit. 
Johnston records that the Gabrielinos were devasted by European 
diseases due the lack of immunity. 


Although, the Gabrielinos did not completely vanish, their 
numbers were severly reduced. The remaining Gabrielinos settled 
near Mission San Gabriel and became a functional part of the 
Mission's economy. 
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The historic use of the unit began with the land grant of Rancho 
Las Bolsas to Manuel Perez Nieto in 1784 by the Spanish Governor 
Pedro Fages. This grant covered 21 square miles and was used for 
cattle grazing. 


Nieto died in 1804 and thirty years later, his grant was divided 
among heirs. In 1834, Mexican Governor Jose Figueroa granted the 
general area to Catarina Ruiz. Int «h841,,.<anearear consisting 4of 
six square miles was termed Bolsa Chica and granted to 
Joaguin Ruiz. 


Don Abel Stearns who had resided in Los Angeles since 1833 
obtained. ownership of _ Bolsa.,Chica.and Las + Bolsas ing the mud 
Jee Stow 0 VARS This acquisition allowed Stearns to become, the largest 
owner of land and. cattle .in. southern. California.-,sStearns jdzed in 
1877 and Stearns' successor, the Stearns Rancho Trust began to 
sell portions of the property. 


The unit was part: .of..an. area called.,."“Sheld »Beach"»sdue [toy -the 
large amount of bean clams. This beach included an area that 
rose sharply into bluffs that were subject to wave and tidal 
erosion. This area is essentially the subject unit. Inland from 
the bluffs was a mesa that was purchased by Colonel Robert 
Northam, a manager of the Stearns Rancho Trust. 


In 1901, Philip Stanton formed a local syndicate and bought 1,500 
acres of Rancho Las Bolsas from Robert Northam for the sum of 
$100,000. The syndicate organized the West Coast Land and Water 
Company and on a mesa above Shell Beach laid out streets and lots 
LnLemLorcey acre, tract. In drilling a well for domestic water, 
considerable gas came out of the hole, much to the annoyance of 
the promoters. In August 1901, the first lots were placed on the 
market with prices ranging from $100, to $200, each. A number 
was given away to persons who would agree to build some kind of 
structure immediately. In 1902, Philip Stanton sold his interest 
in Pacific City to the Vail-Gates Group of Los Angeles. 


Henry E. Huntington, who owned the Pacific Electric Railroad and 
Wase.a »prancipal. stock sholder, sing ithe;,i Southern Pacwhichelines, 
became interested in Pacific City. His “red cars" were already 
running to Long Beach and the Southern Pacific owned the rails 
extending to Newport Beach. Buying an interest in the West Coast 
Land and Water Co., he extended his red car line along the ocean 
front from Long Beach and electrified the old railroad line to 
Newport Beach. A wooden pier was built into the ocean and on the 
bluff a two-story frame hotel, the Huntington Inn, was erected. 
An extensive advertising campaign drew attention to Huntington 
Beach and a real estate boom developed. lots. that. had) seld tor 
$200 a year before sky-rocketed to $43,000. More land was added 
to the Original townsite. The Huntington Beach Company, com- 
prised mostly of Angelenos, had acquired the remaining holdings. 
The company's first president, J. V. Vickers, had been a director 


OF the West Coast Land and Water Co., when Stanton headed the 
syndicate. 
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The City of Huntington Beach was incorporated February 17, 1909, 
with . Ed» Manning “as the’ 'first -‘Mayor. The original townsite 


consisted of 3.57 square miles, with a population of 915. There 
were 542 registered voters. 


From 1910 to 1920 the City maintained a slow growth rate. The 
Huntington Beach Co. operated a ranch raising food grains on some 


of 1,400 acres they owned. ine lois, Sthey? hela wwublice lance 
auctions to stay out of debt. 


In 1919, Standard Oil Company leased 500 acres of land from the 
Huntington Beach Co. The first oil well was drilled in what was 
then the northwest area of the City. This well was known as A-1 
and was brought in during August, 1920, producing 91 barrels of 
oil a day. They continued to drill more wells on their lease and 
multitude of others moved in with hopes of finding a profitable 


oil well. Wells sprang up and in less than a month the town grew 
from 1,500 to 5,000 people. 


On November 6, 1920, Standard Oi1| Co. brought in a significant 
well known as Bolsa Chica No. 1. An estimated 4,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas and 1742 barrels of oil were produced per day by this 
well alone. Standard Oil Co. shipped several hundred men from 
other fields into Huntington Beach to help contain the overflow 
OY) Soe os te Bolsa No. 1 proved that the Huntington Beach oil field 
was the most significant discovery and soon the population was 
over 7,000 persons. Areas’ as small as a City lot were leased’ and 
used for organizing oil corporations. Scores of them were formed 
and their stock put on the market. The old established oil com- 
panies continued to drill more wells. 


In 1926, the area between 8th Street and 23rd Street, known as 
the town lot field, produced a second oil boom. The profits from 
oil were now available to the owners of these lots. Houses and 
other structures were moved for the purpose of obtaining oil. 


In 1930, oil was discovered and produced from the tideland ocean 
pool utilizing the whipstock method. The development of this 
idea proved that oil from a known ocean pool lying off shore 
could be drilled form the upland by slant drilling, and in* the 
process, preserve the beach and public’ recreation area. 
Currently, close to 500 whipstock wells produce approximately 10 
midlion barrels of oil annually (1980). The wells within the 
Unit are a part of this system. 


The wnit's other primarly utilization is recreation. Pac if ic 
Coast Highway was completed in 1925 and provided direct access to 
the unit. Other than further public improvements and the con- 
struction of an apartment complex along the north side of the 
pier, the unit has remained unchanged. The City of° Huntington 
Beach has placed some riprap along the bluffs from Goldenwest 
Street to Bolsa Chica in order to prevent wave and tidal erosion. 
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Esthetics Resources 


The unit is a scenic resource comprised of several elements. The 
entire unit provides a panoramic perspective of the Pacific 
Ocean. Santa Catalina Island. is, located approximately .30,mailes 
offshore” and is visible much.cf the “cime-. The unit's area 
between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street is relatively 
flat with ample access to the water edge. 


The area between Goldenwest Street and the unit's northerly 
boundary is characterized by bluffs with difficult access to the 


beach. This bluff area is not improved with any recreation 
fachlities .exceptj with. dani .asphalt,.path ss that,1s adjacent. co 
Pacific Coast Highway. However, these bluffs provide vista 


points towards the ocean and along the coastline. 


The ocean. meterological characteristics provide a wvariety of 


scenic attributes. The surface is often calm and reflective. 
However, northern winter storms create an impetus for large surf 
during winter months. Sunsets along the unit's area are 


picturesque when the northerly coastline and Santa Catalina 
Island is silhouetted. 


The bluffs that are within the unit have been subjected to tidal 
and wave erosion. The unit's area between Goldenwest Street and 
the northerly boundary has large amounts of riprap and concrete 
slabs placed between the water and the bluff. Reinforced steel 
bars, rusted pipes and miscellaneous concrete material is highly 
visible. This area of the unit has bluffs that are not improved 
for recreation purposes. the. top.,ofe the. blutrse aressyo ti oo 
vegetation and evidence of erosion and soil breakdown is 
apparent. There are a series of oil pumps within fenced areas. 
Some of these areas have had pumps removed, yet the fencing and 
ancillary equipment remains. There is a service road that has an 
asphalt base that connects these oil pumps. 


The unit area between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street 
has an improved bluff top park. However, there is a series of 
Oil pumps between the bluff and the beach area. A service road 
connects these pumps. There is a concrete wall that retains the 
bimutt., This, wall has been, the object of graffiti. “The suntace 
Ofieche walllishasscracks@and as; inyneed of painting. There are 
overhead utility lines throughout this area. Additionally, there 
are portable toilets scattered along the service road. 


Recreation Resources 


The unit serves a local and regional recreation need. The unit 
has historically provided an area for recreation because of its 
accessibility. Access.to the beach area at the northerly end of 
the unit--is .predicated upon,.the. tide. At high tide the water 
reaches the bottom of the bluffs precluding any use of the beach 
area. The remaining of the unit's beaches have ample access. 
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Historically and “currently, .the unit .chas ©been. -utildzed © for 
general beach activities including swimming, surfing, fishing and 
Otnerirecreational activities. The City of Huntington Beach has 
installed a bluff top park from the pier to approximately Golden- 
west Street. This park has not only enhanced the streetscape 
along Pacific Coast Highway, but has provided for safe bicycle 
and pedestrian circulation away from vehicular traffic. 


The unit's activity can be characterized as destination oriented. 
That is, it is utilized for a series of recreational purposes 
because of the sand, water, and its. general location. Both 
passive and active types of recreation characterize its usage. 
Essentially, it can (and does) accommodate large groups of people 
for a variety of purposes. The unit experiences intense activity 
and use during the summer months, specifically on weekends. The 


activity level drops noticeably during the autumn and winter 
seasons. 


The unit has ample and direct access to Pacific Coast Highway and 
adjacent neighborhoods. There is on-street parking along all 
areas within the unit. This is further facilitated by pedestrian 
Stairways between the pier and Goldenwest Street. There are no 


Stairways between Goldenwest Street and the northerly boundary of 
the unit. 


There are possible hazards associated with storm surf, primarily 
during the autumn and winter months. Riptides and undertows 
present a constant concern for Swimmers and surfers. As pre- 
viously mentioned, there is a degree of hazard associated with 
access down the bluff areas between Goldenwest Street and the 
northerly boundary of the unit. 


Resource Policy Formation 


Reclassification 


The unit has been part of the Bolsa Chica State Beach until 
October, 1986. At that time, the State Parks and Recreation 
Department reached an agreement with the City of Hunington Beach 
that provided for the assumption of the maintenance and operation 
Of thes unit. The City of Huntington Beach, through existing 
policies, has proposed to enhance the recreational use of the 
whit—by—previding—a— rink between the City's and ~State*s 
bicycle/pedestrian path, along with additional ~~ parking, 
landscape, permanent restrooms and concession facilities. ~ 


This change in responsibility and subsequent’ plans_ have 
necessitated the reclassification of the unit. The following 
Getinition of a state park, as stated..in. the California Public 
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Resources Code” (PRC), Section 5001.5: (c),.1S pertinent: tm 4 plan 
formulation for resource management and recreational development: 


"State parks...consists of...areas of outStanding scenic 
or natural character, oftentimes containing also 
Significant hpstorical’, archaeological, ecological, 
geological or other such’ values. The purpose of state 
parks shall be to preserve outstanding natural, scenic 
and cultural values... 


Improvements undertaken within state parks shall be for 
the purpose of making the areas available for public 
enjoyment and education in a manner consistent with the 
preservation of natural, scenic, Cultural: and 
ecological values for present and future generations. 
Improvements which do not directly enhance the public's 
enjoyment of the natural, scenic, Cul Gur ails, or 
ecological values of the resource, which are attractions 
in themselves, or which are otherwise available to the 
public within reasonable distance outside the park, 
shall not be undertaken within state parks." 


The. following. definition of state recreation units, as estab- 
lished by PRC Section 5001.5 (d), includes references pertinent 
to plan formation: 


"State recreation units, which consist of areas 
selected, developed, and operated to provide outdoor 
recreational opportunities. Such units shall _ be 
designed by the State Park and Recreation Commission by 
naming, @in accordance with the” provisions ‘of, this 
article relating to classification. 


In the planning of improvements to be undertaken within 
state recreation units, consideration shall be given to 
compatibility of design with the surrounding scenic and 
environmental characteristics. 


Ssueiy -areas shall*® be-*’selected for their having. terrain 
capable of withstanding extensive human impact and for 
their proximity to large centers of population, major 
routes of travel, or proven recreational resources such 
aS manmade or natural bodies of water." 


No natural preserves are proposed for the unit due to the absence 


of threatened or endangered plant, animal or any other ecological 
entity. 


Declaration of Purpose 
The City of Huntington Beach-State Beach has been established in 
order to make available to the general population, outstanding 


natural beach areas, the ocean, and related cultural and esthetic 
features. It is located within Orange County with ample access 
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from Pacitic Coast Highway along its entire length. 
Additionally; *speeitic policies have* = beén° established and 


implemented that assures this access while maintaining scenic, 
culture and esthetics resources. 


Although it is a relatively small area -100 acres/2.3 miles of 


coastline -\it serves a regional population from Orange, Los 
Angeles and Riverside Counties. 


Zone of Primary Interest 


The entire unit, because of its size and uniformity, comprises a 
Single zone of primary interest. Particular concern would be any 
development or changes that would inhibit or threaten to destroy 


the aforementioned environmental - both natural and cultural- 
values. 


Resource Management Policies 


Management -“of" ‘resources within™ this “undit  «bs*- regulated») by 
policies, objectives and implementation vehicles established by 
the City of Huntington Beach and the-State of California. These 


policies are stated in the following paragraphs. Included are 
previously established policies and directives that are 
especially pertinent to existing or potential resource 
problems. This section of the Resource Element will serve to 


satisfy the reguirements pertaining to the development of a 
Resource Management Plan (PRC Section 5002.2). Additionally, 
other resource management policies are set forth in_- the 
environmental impact element of the unit's general plan. These 


policies are a synthesis of existing municipal and_ state 
policies. 


There are no resources which will be eliminated or substantially 


altered as result of the proposed general plan. The general 
plan's intent is to preserve and enhance the enjoyment of the 
scenic and recreational resources of the unit. No natural 


processes will be disrupted as a result of the general plan. 


Natural Resources 


Topographic Resources 


Topographic Hazard Mitigation: The unit's topography is defined 
by wave and tidal activity which has created steep bluff areas. 
The hazards include an eroding bluff edge and steep bluff face. 
This hazard is accenuated by the increasing number of people. 


Policy: The bluff edge should be posted and a protective 
element be constructed. Seacliff retreat is 
recognized «as: a natural process that cannot be 
permanently stopped. 
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Monitoring of Topographic Hazards: These bluff areas are ithe 
result of natural processes. This: «should bes econtinually 


monitored and appropriate action be taken to assure visitor 
protection. 


Policy: A monitoring program should be established that will 
mack the progress of wave and tidal activity, beach 
and cliff erosion, and surface cracks along the top 
Of bluff vareas. This program should utilize field 
investigation, periodic reports and photographs. 


Hydrologic Resources 


Water Ovality Control The ocean water quality is monitored by 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board's National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Additionally, an 
injection well system maintained by the County of Orange creates 
a barrier against salt water intrusion among the aquifers. 


Policy: “whe? Ciey “of “Huntington ~Beachs ushald support ~and 
maintain -an active’ role. in both,.the, RWOCB “*se,and 
County's water quality programs. 


Geologic Resources 


GeologiceHazard;Mitigations= Hazards such as landslides, seismic 
events and tsunamis are geologic hazards associated with this 
area. 


Policy: Hazardous or potentially dangerous areas should be 
posted; and fencing and other protective structures 
should be provided to assure safety. 


Monitoring of Geologic Hazards: The area is known for historic 
and existing seismic activity. Recognition of these processes 
and feehaeytracding “off jithein sract 1vityveiwhlhlesupport4eavisi tor sand 
inftwastructure-proetec tyon. 


Policy: A monitoring program coordinated among’ various 
federal, state, county and city agencies should be 
established and maintained. This program could 
include field investigations, periodic reports and 
educational programs. 


Seismicity: The Newport-Inglewood Fault is the primary fault 
responsrble “for dprect Seismic. activpty*. 


Policy: New structures within the unit shall be designed to 
withstand a Richter magnitude 7.0 earthquake, with 
repeatable ground acceleration of 0.33 gravity (g). 
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Soil Resources 


General |«Erosion «Control: Soil erosion has been greatly 
accelerated by foot traffic and wave and tidal activity. 


Policy: | Erosion’ “control; «features should: be*<pursued and 
implemented. Such features may include, but not be 
limited to, improved and controlled access routes to 
the beach area, stratigically placed landscaping and 
fencing and walls. No new permanent structures 
shall be placed on the sand. 


Littoral Sand Loss: Sand loss exposes shoreline facilities and 
ecean-facing cliffs to direct wave attack. Littoral: sand loss is 
a regional problem common tO the entire Orange County 
coastline. Monitoring of littoral sand movement and appropriate 
recommendations concerning where artificial sand replenishment 
may be beneficial. 


Policy: “Littoral sand loss is recognized as a major threat 
to existing recreational resources. The department 
shall work with other agencies, including the County 
of Orange Environmental Management Agency, Southern 
California Association of Governments and the U.S. 
Army  <‘Corpsis jof Engineers, to develop’ regional 
solutions to the sand loss_' problem. Any major 
program of sand replenishment or retention must 
consider the regional nature of the problem and and 
the regional impact of actions taken along a Segment 
of the shoreline. 


Plant Resources 


General Vegetation Management: “There ‘are no Uknown endangered (or 
threatened plant species within the unit. The majority of the 


plant life is non-native to the area. 
Policy: Continue Similar landscaping theme throughout 
wnat. Emphasis should be placed on water 
conservation and appropriate plant material. 


Animal Resources 


There are no known endangered or threatened species within the 
unit. Very little animal life exists within the unit. 


Marine Life Resources 


Protection cof: Marine: Life's Marine life population could be 
affected by both visitors and oil. operations. 
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Policy: All applicable State Department of Fish and Game 
regulations pertaining to size, amount and type of 
species taken shall be posted and enforced. The 
NPDES permit shall continue to required weekly 
monitoring reports and all applicable conditions 
associated with said permit shall be enforced. 


Cultural Resources 


Theviunitetis whthiniea Varger! geographical “entity "hat, does not 
contain significant cultural/historical resources. There are no 
known archaeological or paleontological sites within the unit. 


Esthetic Resources 


The scenic resources of the unit are of significant importance. 
They include ocean vistas, Caltalina Island and the municipal 
pier. Scenic detractions include overhead utilities, portable 
toilets and wall grafitti. 


Polacys: othe scenic resources~ shall be » *protected from 
obstructive structures and other elements. An 
implementation program for the placement of 
utilities underground should be pursued. The pPuLe 
walls should maintain an attractive appearance. 


Recreational Resources 


The unit should continue to have ample access for a wide variety 
of passive and active recreational uses. 


Policy: The unit shall be preserved for recreational uses. 
Areas within the unit that are improved should be 
developed in a consistent theme with the existing 
park improvements. 


Bicycle/pedestrian paths should be separated from 
vehicular roadways. 


Adequate and safe access points should be provided from 
the bluff top area to the beach area. Adequate restroom 
facilities should located at strategic locations. 


Allowable Use Inte SiLy 


Allowable use intensity is determined by analysis of three 
components: 1) the impact of any development and use on natural 


and cultural resources; 2) visitor perceptions and attitudes: and 
3) management objectives. 


The first and most important component in determining allowable 
use intensity involves an analysis of the natural, cultural, and 
esthitic resources to determine the area's physical limitations 
for development of facilities, and the ability of the ecosystem 
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to withstand human impact (ecological sensitivity). This 
analysis is based on a number of considerations, including: 
cultural and esthetic resources sensitivity; soils and their 
erodibility and compaction potential; geologic factors, such as 
Slope stability and relief; hydrologic considerations, including 
the potential: foro pollution of surface waters, flooding, “and 
depleting surface and groundwater through water use; vegetation 
Chanacterrsttco, such as durability, fragility, wildfire hazard, 
and regeneration rates; and wildlife ocnsiderations, such as 
tolerance to. human, activity, wildlife. ‘population levels,and 
Stability. Additional considerations in determining ecological 
sensitivity are: rare and/or endangered plants and animals; 
unique botanical features Or ecosystems; and examples of 
ecosystems of regional or statewide significance. 


The second component, visitor perceptions and attitudes, involves 
assessing the social objectives of the department, what degree of 
isolation or corwding is acceptable, and other perceptions and 
attitudes - pertaining to. the quality .of. -visitors” recreation 
experiences. Although these factors are very difficult to 
quantify, this component's influence is extremely important. 


te wswanagement Oobrettive for this. (Unit sissiset., fort, ins -the 
statutes defining a state park (see Classification). 


The entire unit can be classified as an appropriate area for high 
intensity use. This provided for the widest range of use 
extending from hiking ans scenic observation (low intensity) to 
parking on paved surfaces (high intensity). Table 1 depicts 
allowable use of sensitive areas. 


It should be noted that the aforementioned recommendations and 
policies pertaining to bluff area northerly of Goldenwest Street 
would insure safe high intensity use. Until specific measures 
are taken, the bluffs, bluff edge and wall could be considered 
constraints to full enjoyment and use of this area. 
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TABLE 1 


Limiting Factors. and Allowable Use of Sensitive Areas 


Sensitivity 
High 


Moderate 
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Limiting Factors 


Very fragile or valuable 
cultural resources, very 


sensitive ecological 
resources, geologic 
hazards and land 
instability. 


Slope stability, moderate 


eorsion potential, 
sensitive ecological 
resources, important 
scenic resource areas. 


Moderate to low erosion 
potential. 


=O 


Allowable Use 


Light-intensity uses: 
Birdwatching 
Hiking 
Nature study 
PATNCING .alcloulc) 
Photography 
Scenic observation 


Medium-intensity uses: 
Bicycling (on 
designated paths) 
Fishing 
Picnicking (max imum 
of two sities/acre) 
Sunbathing 
Surfing 


High-intensity uses: 
Camping 
Parking (paved) 
PYCnLekKing « enbee 
Or more siteS/acre) 
Roads (paved) 
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LAND USE AND FACILITIES ELEMENT 


This element provides information on current land uses around the 
unit, explains current conditions in the unit, and recommends 
improvements. For purposes of this plan, three (3) study areas 
have been identified which comprise the entire unit: 


Area I - Municipal Pier to Seventh Street 
Area II - Seventh Street to Goldenwest Street 
Area III - Goldenwest Street to municipal boundary 


The unit is bounded by Pacific Coast Highway and. the Pacific 


Ocean. Te 1S al) Narrow strip. of land that is approximately..2.3 
miles in length and encompasses approximately 100 acres. 


Land Use Patterns of Surrounding. Area 


mie Ubitc 18 Within the yurisdictsonal boundaries.wfetne City.of 


Huntington Beach. The area across Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) 
near the southerly part of the unit is a redevelopment area 
designated for (and occupied by) commercial use. The land 


between Seventh Street and Goldenwest Street on the easterly side 
of PCH is occupied by a variety of highway commercial uses and 
multiple family dwelling units. The area on the easterly side of 
PCH, north of Goldenwest Street is occupied by an oil field. 
Access to the unit is provided along PCH. A primary facility 
adjacent to the unit is the Huntington Beach municipal pier. The 


pier provides a node for commercial, recreational and scenic 
opportunities. 


Ownership 


The entire tnit is owned by the State of California with various 
lease agreements with industrial (ai1)) and residential 
(condominiums) interests. 


Existing: Unit Conditions 


Area I 


This area is” between the municipal pier and the condominiums 
(approximately Seventh Street). Currently this area consist of a 
Parking lot (328 spaces), a concession stand (with restrooms), a 
bicycle/pedestrian asphalt path and the general beach area. The 
parking area takes access from Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) at the 
intersection of PCH and Fifth Street. 
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Area II 


The area continues from the previously mentioned parking area 

northward to Goldenwest Street. It consists of a condominiums; 

complex» (106 units)? aevdbbuff ;topr parkiqwrth watr sasphale bicycle/ 
pedestrian trail, a service road, a series of oil pumps (18) and 

the general beach area. There are six (6) primary access points 

from PCH to the beach. There are temporary (chemical) restroom 

facilities adjacent to the base of these points of access. 


Area III 


This area extends from Goldenwest Street to the northerly 
municipal boundary. It is essentially unimproved consisting of 
an asphalt bicycle/pedestrian path adjacent to PCH. There is a 
service road which links a series of oil pumps (ll). This area 
is characterized by steep bluffs and a small amount of actual 
beach area. 


The i:entire unit. .is-) utilized —for--both: ~passive’fand ‘active 
recreation. The unit is part of a larger beach system that 
serves a regional population of approximately 1 to 2 million 
people. In 1980, approximately 1.9 million people visited Bolsa 
Chica. State ~Beach -(of .which the unit is currently a portion). 
Although, the State Department of Parks and Recreation do not 
have exact figures, it is estimated that over 2.2 million people 
visited Bolsa Chica State Beach in 1985. The unit size and 
configuration precludes any significant amount of development 
(Figure 3). 


The following needs characterize the different area: 


Area I -Additional off-street parking is needed to 


replace the on-street parking on PCH which is 
scheduled to be removed. | 


Dre cwelile- Ad levongl off—street parking eels es neeseqsata 
replace the on-street parking, on PCH whichis 
scheduled to be removed. 


Area lll = Off-street’ parking is needed —O replace the 
on-street parking on PCH which is scheduled 
to be removed. 


- The bicycle/pedestrian path needs to be re- 
located away from PCH and improved with low 
maintenance landscaping. 


- A buffer area needs to be established between 


the bluff edge and the proposed bicycle/ 
pedestrian path alignment. 


- A protection railing needs “tov be located 
along the bluff edge. 
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- Theré .are mo) cleanlyoTdentiftted. points of 
access. from the bluff) Gop: te: the beach. 


- Bluff erosion is a continuing problem. 


Beach sand depletion is a continuing problem along the entire 
unit's length. Currently, there is a beach replenishment program 
occuring that involves dredging material from northerly harbors 
and depositing of the material in the ocean. This program occurs 
periodically and is a joint effort among the following agencies: 


U.S. Army Corps Of Engineers 

U.S. Department of Boating and Waterways 
Surfside Colony 

City of Newport Beach 

City of Huntington, Beacn 

County of Orange (EMA) 

State Department of Parks and Recreation 


Inet2983 7, sapproximately . 1.5 .mplbion. cub ic tiyards?.of£, sand. was 
removed from the Anaheim Bay area and deposited into the Pacific 
Ocean. Prior to this cumulative approximate total of 7.8 million 
cubic yards has been transported from the bay to the ocean over a 
period of fifteen years. However, this~ 1s°| nots. a. Long-term 
solution to the regional problem addressed in the resource 
inventory pertaining to this unit. 


Facility Recommendations 


The following list recommended actions for the development of the 
unit is organized by area. These actions comprise the general 
plan (development plan) for the State Beach. 


Area I 


“ CONSeCUCtWwLea= Ura Level pal Kimg 1st mucture monuecne 
ex¥sting parking™Lot sitey ‘(This ‘structure: will not 
extend” above | the ‘elevation® of PCH “om beyond. the 
existing bicycle path.) 


- Provide fier epassive” “(surft ‘museum, and active 
(volleyball, basketball, ete.) recreation both 
within 9 and+“ont ‘top ‘of “the “parking “structure, 
respectively. 


= Provide for “aii commercial (food): | pag. 7 one topeot 
parking Structure. 


- Remove existing concession stand from beach area and 
rélocate as part’ of parking structilrex 


- Install permanent restrooms with parking, structure: 
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Area II 


Install permanent restrooms at points of access. 

- Install parking spaces along service road. 

- Provide for vehicular access to service road (and 
proposed parking stalls) from PCH at Goldenwest 
Street and llth Street. 


~ Provide for concessions. 


Area III 


- Realign and improve (landscaping) bicyle/pedestrian 
path. 


- Provide off-street parking. 


- Provide landscape/fence buffer between proposed 
parking lots and PCH. 


- Provide a buffer area between bluff edge and bicyle/ 
pedestrian path. 


- Install protective railing in the proposed buffer 
area. 


- Install access facilities (Stairs or roadway) at 
strategic locations (Figure 4). 
Unresolved Planning/Environmental Issues 
There is a potential conflict among bicyle/pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic at Goldenwest Street. This will need to be 
addressed in detail during the design and working drawings phase. 
The bluff in Area III is eroding at variable annual rates due to 


seasonal storms. It is necessary to monitor this erosion in 
order to prevent damage to future improvements. 


72100ResE1 he (8/13/87) 


HS Use 
ci 


bee 


Parking Structure 
Passive/Active 
Recreational 
Facilities 
Commercial Pad 


ANIA 

Hy 4 
ate 

Theis 


AREA | 


in 


ti hk 
; AN 
H =eEEUTD EEE 
| at 
fl f. ? 
as 5 


| ATLL VN “ a 
TTT eM Ai 
phek ny rn i 


eu) 


Wi 


AREA Il 


Permanent Restrooms 


Parking Stalls 


Bice — 
* cayuel 


(CAE fovt2 


AREA Hl 


Realigned Bicycle/Pedestrian Path 


Off-Street Parking 
Landscape Buffer 


FIGURE 4 


BARRETT CONSULTING GROUP INC. 


RECOMMENDED FACILITIES 
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Vehicular Access 


Protective Railing 
Access Facilities 


INTERPRETIVE ELEMENT 


This general plan element outlines what interpretation would be 
appropriate at the City of Huntington Beach - State Beach. 


Methods/ Media 


The unit is located among some of the finest surfing beaches in 
the nation. There are several interpretive elements south of the 
Un@erthat mccount for -surfing'’s role in,.the City's history. The 
SOuUheE Sige Of the pier is the location for an annual surfing 


contest that is televised and reported on by various means of 
media. 


Interpretive Themes 


Safety, recreation, and cultural identity should characterize 
interpretive themes. 


Recreational Use of the Surf 


Safe use of the surf should be interpreted to visitors. Subjects 
should include wave and ocean bottom formation and_= safe 
techniques to surf (body and board). 


Staying Safe at the Beach 


Visitors should be informed about water hazards and the 
prevention of beach related accidents. |. Subjects should include 
rip-tides, sharp drop-offs, and undertows. 


Cultural Signitiicance of Surfing 


There is a significant amount. of interest of creating a =surt 
museum within the unit. The museum would include a chronological 


depiction of the sport as well as its current impacts on music, 
fashion and recreation. 


Visitor Facilities 


There are currently no interpretive facilities within the unit 
with the exception of signs warning of dangerous bluffs. The 
logical siting of the aforementioned surf museum would be within 
the proposed parking structure because of its proximity to the 
pier and downtown Huntington Beach. 
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Recommendations 
- Install interpretative panels addressing safety and caution 
on permanent structures adjacent to primary pedestrian 
routes. 


- Provide an area near the Municipal pier (e.g., within the 
proposed parking structure) for a surf museum. 
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OPERATIONS ELEMENT 


Introduction 


In 1986, the State Department of Parks and Recreation delegated 
therresponsibivity) for the, operation: of -thestn it itoethes City df 
Huntington Beach. The agreement submitted by the State 
Department of Parks and Recreation is for twenty years and with a 
twenty year option. The City would pay for the development, 
maintenance and operation of the unit and, in turn, receive all 
generated revenue. Any development, construction or improvements 
to the unit would be subject to prior written approval by the 
State. The components that comprise the operation = and 
maintenance of the unit includes lifeguards, City police patrols, 
landscaping, refuse collection concession and parking lots. 
Staffing and associated costs are scheduled to be absorbed by the 
City of - Huntington Beach. 


Current Operational Concerns 


The primary operational concern is to implement the afore- 
mentioned resource management policies by the realization of the 
general plan. Tha,  -Umitwe DS: gin. need woof ~ae ddrect: salocal 
maintenance. 


Potential Operational Concerns 
The principal potential operational concern is the accommodation 
of the increasingly number of visitors. The general plan has 


considered future use of the unit and the City has adjusted its 
policies and operational budgets accordingly. 
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CONCESSION ELEMENT 


Introduction 


The City of Huntington Beach recognizes the need to provide 
support concession facilities in order to serve the recreation 
population. Tt. 2° ithe acl ey sitpebray “toy contract. concession 
opportunities which will enhance the visitor's use, enjoyment and 
convenience. 


Existing Concession Activities 


Currently, the only concession activity is a small structure 
which serves fast food and accommodates restroom facilities. 
This structure is located on a pad in the beach area northerly 
adjacent to the pier. 


Potential Concession Activities 


The proposed general plan will relocate the existing concession 
bubiding towthe .parking structure. In ‘doing so, vthis <anpea awk 
be restored to sand and the parking structure will be designed to 
accommodate the concession building and restrooms. 


Additionally, the City is currently pursuing an agreement that 
will locate another concession facility near Goldenwest Street. 
It is not known at this time whether this proposed facility will 
be permanent, temporary or mobile. 


Recommendations 


1. The existing concession building should be relocated within 
the proposed parking structure. 


2. An additional concession facility should be sited near 
Goldenwest Street. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELEMENT 


Introduction 


Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5002.2, this Environ- 
mental Impact Element constitutes a report on the project for the 
purposes of satisfying the California Environmental Quality Act 
(California Administrative Code Section 21000 et seq). 


The general plan is broad in scope and conceptual in design. 
Therefore, the environmental analysis reflects the plan at this 


stage. Should more detailed plans evolve, subsegquential CEQA 
review would occur at that time, if warranted. 


This Draft Environmental Impact Element has been prepared in 
accordance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, as amended. Le a6 
an objective assessment of the proposed project's environmental 


consequences. Aspects of the proposed project which may 
constitute a change (adversely) in the environment have been 
noted. All other issues have been briefly addressed. 


Additionally, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, several existing 
documents have been incorporated by reference into this general 


plan document. These documents include, but are not limited to, 
the: £ollowing: 


Downtown Specific Plan 

Downtown Specific Plan EIR 

Local Coastal Element 

Recreation Element 

Environmental Impact Statement for the Pacific Coast 
Highway Widening Project 

Open Space and Conservation Element 


Additionally, this element incorporates by reference the resource 
inventory, resource Summary, resource element and management 


policies that have been prepared for this unit and accompanying 
general plan. 


Development of the general plan for this unit has consistently 
forcused upon avoiding any adverse environmental impact. The 
resource inventory, summary and element have provided the 
parameters which have influence the conceptual design of the 
general plan. Therefore, mitigation measures have been 
implemented to the point that the project will not have an 
adverse impact on the environment. 


Summary 


The following environmental impacts may occur as a result of the 
proposed general plan. 


- Increased number of vehicles between PCH and the beach. 
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~ Increased traffic along existing and proposed service roads 
within the unit. 


- Increased runoff from proposed parking areas. 
- Increased light and glare from proposed parking areas. 
- Increased water consumption. 


- Potential conflict among vehicular and ‘non '-vehicular 
traffic. 


Mitigation Measures Proposed 


Increased number of vehicles: 


- The proposed parking areas: will be designed in order to 
facilitate ingress and egress from and to PCH. 


- The amount of vehicles will be closely monitored in order to 
designate "parking lot full" at the earliest possible time. 


- Increased traffic along existing and proposed _ services 
roads. 


- Vehicular and non vehicular traffic will be separated. 
- Strict enforcement of safe speed limits. 


- Signs, speed bumps and other appropriate means of warning 
will be located at critical intersections. 


- All major intersections involving PCH and points of ingress/ 
egress of the parking areas will be signalized pursuant to 
Caltrans and City of Huntington Beach specifications. 


Increased runoff: 


— Increased” runoff} will) besi directed “into Sexisting’ stom 
drains. Where no storm drains are immediately adjacent to 
the site, parking areas will be graded to drain towards the 
street and subsequentially into the existing storm drain 


system. 


Increased light and glare: 


- Parking areas will have a landscape and/or fence buffer. 


Proposed lighting will be low intensity and have a 
limitation of hours of operation. 
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Increased water consumption: 
- Drought-tolerant landscaping will be utilized. 


= Water conservation afacilities including, but. not .imited .to, 
the following will be used: 


° low £1lush toilets 


° low flow showers 


* drinking fountains with self closing: valves 
Potential conflict among vehicular and non-vehicular traffic: 


- Signs, speed bumps and other appropriate warning devices 
shall be located at critical intersections 


Project Description 


Please refer to Land Use and Facilities Element. 


Environmental Setting 


The unit is located within the City of Huntington Beach of the 
County of Orange. To the north is the Bolsa Chica State Beach 
and Bolsa Chica Wetlands which are solely under the County 
JURiLSdie tions To the east and south is the City of Huntington 
Beach. which is. occupied. by oil. fields, and. -a mixture of 


residential and commercial uses. The Pacific Ocean is to the 
west and south. 


For a description of the environmental setting of the unit, 
please refer to the Resource Inventory, Resource Element and the 
Land Use and Facilities Element of the General Plan. The 
following paragraphs are included to complete the description of 
the environmental setting. 


Air Quality 


The unit is located within the South Coast Air Basin. This basin 
consists of the metropolitan areas of Los Angeles, Orange, San 
Bernardino, and Riverside Counties. On most days the net wind 
flow is from west to east, which produces the effect of having 
source areaS near the coast impacting receptor areas inland to 
the east. 


The South Coast Air Basin comes under the jurisdiction of the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District. The closest air 
Guality monitoring Station, is’ in the. City of. Costa’ Mesa. The 
major pollution sources in the region are automobile and truck 
exhaust and local industrial plants. The pollutants of primary 
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concern are ozone, nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide and sulfur 
dioxide. High ozone days require sunshine, early morning 
stagnation, high surface temperatures, and strong, low, morning 
inversions which greatly restrict vertical mixing. High nitrogen 
dioxide days occur during autumn and winter, and during summer 
weather conditions of low inversions, limited mixing and stagnant 
windlfow. Highest concentration occur near high-density traffic 
sources. High carbon monoxide days are a result of strong winter 
surface inversions and light winds. Highest concentrations are 
found near the coast and valleys immediately inland. Again, con- 
centrations are associated with peak traffic hours. High sulfur 
dioxide concentrations occur immediately downwind of sources. 


Ozone is usually transported by winds from source areas along the 
coast to receptors along the base of the surrounding mountains. 
Offshore winds cause a more limited ozone transport with highest 
concentrations occurring in the western Los Angeles County 
area. Early morning northerly winds can cause ozone pollutants 
to be pushed into Orange County through Santa Ana Canyon, also of 
concern to the Huntington Beach area are east and northeasterly 
winds which blow pollutants out of the central basin areas into 
the adjacent ocean area. 


Data from Costa Mesa suggest that standards for ozone are ex- 
ceeded on occasion in the summer, and those for carbon monoxide 
(CO) and nitrogen dioxide (NO) in winter. For example, five 
violations of the federal ozone standard of 0.12 ppm occurred in 
Costa Mesa during a period when 146 violations occurred at 
Fontana and 132 occurred at Riverside. Six’ vfolations? of “the 
eight hour CO standard in Costa Mesa can be compared to 70 in 
Lennox and 63 in Burbank. Similarly, two violations of the NO» 
standard” in “Costa “Mesa “Compare to. 23 in Burbank: “and “17 *in 
Anahe im. * Thus, while there may be a few instances of poten- 
tially unhealthful air quality in the Huntington Beach area, both 
the frequency of violations and their magnitude are much less 
than in many other portions of Southern California. 


The unit serves to accommodate traffic and visitors. Tt cls “not fa 
consistent generation source which = can be measured and 
quantified. The ‘general “plan does? not” constitute “a tsignrt icant 
impact on the air quality environment. 


Mitigation: Fugitive dust during construction shall be 
controd led by oa -*waltert truck SwhiGheis remain 
On-site until project is completed. 


Noise 


The primary source of noise is the traffic on Pacific Coast 
Highway - outside of the unit. The recently completed Pacific 
Coast Highway EIS (SCH 80121150) designates the unit to be in 
Activity Corridor C. This activity corridor has a maximum noise 
VeZeL OL Bi2's miBAC The unit actually recorded maximum sound 
measurements of 65 dBA (1981). 
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The unit will not be a major generator of noise street, however, 
will be subjected to noise emanating from Pacific Coast 
Highway. Parking areas located adjacent to Pacific Coast Highway 
will act as sound buffers. Additional landscaping/fencing 


buffers should be included within the design of these parking 
areas. 


Mitigation: A landscaping/fence buffer shall be constructed 
between Pacific Coast Highway and the proposed 
parking area within Area III of the unit. 


cEOEL LC, CATrCuLat ton 


Primnaryoe access 7 to" thé “unit ‘vs ‘provided “by ~PacrTf£ie™ coast 
Highway. On-street parking is provided along the entire length 
of the unit. The only existing off-street parking is the parking 
Hae J( 320ecepaces)>. thatesis “northerly “adjacent “to “the pier. 
Currently, Pacific Coast Highway has a peak month (spring-summer) 


average daily trip (ADT) count of 40,800 vehicles. The non-peak 
month count if 35,000 ADT. 


The major intersections are operating at a level of service 


(LOS) Fs Caltrans proposes to widen Pacific Coast Highway in 
order to accommodate the increasing traffic and increase the LOS 
to Cs The widening will consist of eliminating the on-street 


parking in order to accommodate the additional lanes. 


Paenougni;sechher * unve ~lis “difricuLlt «to “quantity ‘for ‘trarric 
generation purposes, it will be impacted by adjacent and 
destination traffic. Off-street parking will be provided by the 
proposed parking structure (approximately 500 cars), parking 
stalls along the existing service road in Area II (approximately 
173 cars) and near the intersection of Goldenwest Street and 
Pacific Coast Highway (approximately 200 to 300 cars). There has 
been a conscientious effort to replace the existing on-street 


parking with off-street facilities within unit at an one-to-one 
ratios 


A license plate survey was conducted in 1986 and revealed that 
Mieg percent of the beach traffic originated fErom Huntington 
Beach. Thirty-four percent originated from Orange County and the 
remainder of the vehicles (54.3%) originated from outside of 
Orange County. 
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Transit 


The. Orange. County..Transit «District, -(OCTD)) sexrvesil the unit ’s 
general area with hourly bus routes. The frequency of this 
service increases during the summer as the need dictates. 
Currently,. OCTDehasi..Busim Routes: 4Nos. «lA 255jand? 29%aserv ing # the 
area. Tentatively, there are "pull-out" areas designed for 
existing bus stop routes along Pacific Coast Highway. 


The OCTD provides an imperative service for visitors from the 
Orange County area. These routes are among the most heavily 
utilized throughout the entire system. 


Bic yoles 


The City of Huntington Beach, in cooperation with the State of 
California,.has .established)a--bluff top -parkiethat ‘incl udes® ‘an 
asphalt bicycle/pedestrian path. This pathisrseipant.toftarmucnh 
larger system that extends both north and south of the unit as 
well as throughout the unit. The path is also used by 
pedestrians. 


There is an asphalt path northerly of Goldenwest Street. 
However, LOGS un improved and adjacent to Pacii £ ic Coast 
Highway. The general plan proposes to realign this portion 
towards the ocean and improve it with landscaping and periodic 
rest: areas. 


This path serves not only a recreation need, but a transit need 
as well. Areas of potential conflict among bicyles, pedestrians 
and vehicles should include design elements to assure to highest 
degree of safety. 


Mitigation: ° Displaced adjacent on-street parking should be 
replaced within the unit. near a one-to-one 
ratio. 


Potential «points of siconflicts=lamongi Rbhicvyel eF 
pedestrian and vehicular. traffic should be 


designed with signs, speed bumps and other 
appropriate safety devices. 
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Public Services 


Water 


Water service for the unit is provided by the City of Huntington 
Beach Public Works Department. There is sufficient water 
available for the projected needs. The only known deficiency is 
the lack of a water in Pacific Coast Highway adjacent to Area III 


Of ene: ONL tis There is, however, a 12-inch water main located in 
Goldenwest Street. 


Sewer 


The project is located within the service area of the County 
Sanitations.District, Nosor llhmor Orange’ County. Projected and 
recently completed trunk sewer lines provide adequate capacity. 
However, a concern is that some of the restroom locations are 
located below the trunk lines elevation. In this case a decision 
regarding the type of wastewater system (e.g. vaults, chemical 
toilets, or pumps) will need to take place. 


Solid Waste 


Currently, the Rainbow - Disposal Company provides solid waste 
collection.. for the -unit and the City of Huntington Beach. 
Although, the increase in solid waste will not be significant as 
a result of the general plan, the Rainbow Disposal Company has 
indicated that there are no anticipated problems in maintaining 
an adequate level of service. 


Electrical Utilities 


Electrical service is provided by Southern California Edison 
Company. The need for service will be extremely low and well 
within the Edison Company's capacities. 


Mitigation: All appropriate conservation methods herein 
described should be implemented with the general 
plan. 

Fire 


Fire protection and paramedic service is provided by the City of 
Huntington Beach Fire Department. The nearest fire station is 
the Lake Street Fire Station which is located at Lake and 
Frankfort Streets. Response for the majority of the unit is 
within the five minute range. The primary concern is the 
proposed parking structure. It is recommended that a sprinkler 
system be installed at the time of construction. 


Mitigation: The proposed parking structure adjacent to the 
pier should be designed with an approved sprinkler 
system. 
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Plans and zoning 


The majority of the unit is located within the City of Huntington 
Beach Downtown Specific Plan. Areal) Io‘of@ the Ainit’ rs waehin 
District 10 - Pier Related Commercial. The intent of District 10 
is. to-~.provide -fors commercial .uses) on Gand tadjacent "to tne 
municipal pier which will enhance and expand the public's use and 
enjoyment of the area. The proposed general plan is consistent 
with the regulations established by District 10. 


District 11 of the Downtown Specific Plan is called Beach/Open 
Space. Ine. primary iwncemt «of sbrstr incu. is stor -preservegsauia 
protect the sandy beach area while allowing for parking and 
ancillary beach related commercial and convenience uses. This 
area extends from approximately Seventh Street to Goldenwest 
Street and corresponds with Area II of the general plan. The 
proposed elements that comprise Area II are consistent with the 
regulations established by District ll. 


Areal Dilvot *the general plan ~- Goldenwest Street to the northerly 
municipal boundary - is within the SL-O-C (Shoreline-Oil-Coastal) 
zone. The primary intent of this zone is to provide for coastal 
recreation uses while recognizing the existing oil production 
facilities. Area III proposed element are consistent with this 
intent. 


The entire general plan is further governed by the Local Coastal 
Element of the City of Huntington Beach General Plan. The unit's 
general plan is consistent with the goals and _e 0policies 
established within the local Coastal Element. 


Mitigation: No mitigation measures needed. 


Significant Environmental Effects Which 


Cannot Be Avoided If Proposal Is Implemented 


None of the aforementioned environmental effects are classified 
as Significant even if the general plan is realized to ts 
fullest extent. 


Alternatives 


No PRrOJeCt 


If the proposed general plan is not pursued, the aforementioned 
impacts would occur. The impacts described herein are going to 
occur as a result of external forces and trends regardless of the 
proposed general plan. Indeed, elements that comprise the 
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general plan will absorb and mitigate, in part, some of these 
impacts. However, should the general plan not come to 


Peuvoreiem,, eX1scC1ng parking problems, cliff erosion; ‘and soil 
breakdown will occur at an increasing rate. 


Commercialization 


The unit could be advantageously utilized for a higher commercial 
intensity. However, its size and configuration severly limits 
this alternative. Additionally, there would be severe policy and 
environmental consequences if this alternative was pursued. 


Oil Production 


The unit is within an area of historic oil production. There are 
several oil pumps in operation within the unit. However, the oil 
companies have preliminarily indicated the apparent infeasibility 
to continue operating at some of these sites. The local oil 


field is generally decreasing in production and no new wells are 
scheduled. 


Short-Term Use Vs. Long-Term Productivity 


The general plan is essentially an extension of the existing 
uses. That is, the realization of the proposed general plan will 
accommodate the apparent and documented recreational cultural and 
physical needs. The net effect of the general plan will be an 


improvement of both the natural and cultural environments of the 
URnLE. 


Irreversible/Irretrievable Changes/Commitments 


The loss of some soils for parking areas is irreversible. The 
consumption of water for restroom and shower facilities may be 
termed an irretrievable commitment. Additionally, the 
consumption of fossil fuels utilized during construction is an 
irreversible commitment. . 


Growth Inducing Impacts 
As previously mentioned, the unit is -a secondary recepient of 
growth and impact. Elements which comprise the genral plan 


serves to accommodate this growth and the accompanying impacts. 
Therefore, there are no quantifiable growth inducing impacts. 


Cumulative Impacts 


There are no cumulative impacts other than the collective commit- 
ment of the aforementioned utilities. 
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INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this ReSource Element is to establish goals, 
objectives and policies in order to preserve, enhance and 
encourage the recreational use of the unit. It includes the 
Resource Summary of the unit and provides direction for the 
Resource Management Policies and the General Plan of the unit. 


PEG IEGE Description 


The project is known as the State Beach - City of Huntington 
Beach. It was formerly a portion of the Bolsa Chica State 
Beach. The unit is located between the Huntington Beach 
Municipal Pier and the City of Huntington Beach northerly 
municipal boundaries. It is between Pacific Coast Highway and 


the Pacific Ocean. It is approximately 2.3 miles in length and 
encompasses approximately 100 acres. 


The unit is within the County of Orange and lies between the 
Bolsa Chica State Beach and the City of Huntington Beach 
Municipal Beach. Nearby communities include Fountain Valley, 
Newport Beach, Westminster and Seal Beach. The most prominent 
geographical entity is the Pacific Ocean that is southerly and 
easterly adjacent to the unit. 


Another prominent landmark is the Bolsa Chica Wetlands that are 
located to the northeast of the subject unit. The wetlands have 
been the subject of thorough analyses, development alternatives 
and state legislation. The unit is located within the Coastal 
Strip landscape province, and specifically in a zone designated 
aS an area between the Mexico border and Point Conception. The 
unit has direct access to and from Pacific Coast Highway along 
its entire length. Pacific Coast Highway has on-street parking 
along the oceanward side. Additional parking lots are located 
near the municipal pier between the beach and Pacific Coast 
Highway. There are a series of major arterials that terminate 
into Pacific Coast Highway which directly facilitate traffic from 


population areas to the unit. These arterials include Warner 
Avenue, Goldenwest Street and Beach Boulevard. The nearest 
freeway is the San Diego Freeway (S.R. 405) which is 


approximately five (5) miles from the unit. 


The unit is adjacent to the large population centers of Orange 
County and is approximately 30 to 40 minutes of driving time away 
from the Los Angeles area. Pacific Coast Highway is served by 
the Orange County Transit District (OCTD) and has several bus 
stops adjacent to the unit. Primarily, the unit is served by 
OCTD Routes No. 25 and 29. The nearest airport is the John Wayne 
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Airport which is located approximately 10 miles to the 
southwest. The Long Beach Airport is located approximately 30 
miles to the northeast. The Los Angeles International Airport is 
located approximately 40 miles to the north. 


The City of Huntington Beach has assumed responsibility of this 
area from the State of California which has resulted in the 
Eeclassification of Wthe wnit. In assuming this responsibility, 
the City plans to continue its recreational improvements’ from 
Goldenwest Street to the northerly municipal boundary. 


As previously mentioned, the unit is relatively small (100 acres) 
and has a long, narrow configuration. It is primarily composed 
of a beach area and a bluff area. At the southerly end of the 
unit, the beach area occupies the majority of the unit. As the 
unit extends northward, the beach area diminishes and the bluff 
area increases in width. The unit is occupied by a pier side 
parking area, a multiple family development, a concession stand, 
a series of oil pumps and a bluff top park between the municipal 
pier and Goldenwest Street. From Goldenwest Street to the 
northerly municipal boundary, the unit is void of improvements 
with the exception of some oil pumps’ and an asphalt bicycle/ 
pedestrian path. 
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RESOURCE SUMMARY 


Natural Resources 


Topography 


The site of the 100-acre unit is near the southwestern onshore 
termination of the Newport-Inglewood structural zone. The unit's 
area extends from Pacific Coast Highway oceanward to the Ordinary 
High Water Mark. The local features affecting the topography of 
the park area are the Santa Ana Gap, Huntington Beach Mesa, the 
Bolsa Gap, and the shoreface itself. Elevations range between 
sea level and a maximum of 12 meters (40 feet) above sea level. 
The steepest elevations are encountered in the bluff area at the 


northwest end of the unit. Slopes range from 0 percent to nearly 
vertical. 


Meteorology 


The unit experiences a Mediterranean semi arid steppe climate. 
Additionally, the unit's area is strongly influenced by the 
moderating effects of the ocean. The temperature regime is 
moderate. The average summer temperature is 21°C (67°F). The 
average winter temperature is 17°C (55°F). 


Precipitation averages 28.7 cm (11.4 inches) per year. The rainy 
season extends from November to April, when greater than 90 
percent of the annual rainfall occurs. 


The presence of the marine layer results in moist air near the 
land surface along the coast. Over the ocean, the cool moist air 
results in a fog layer which recedes seaward during late morning 
and afternoon, and moves onshore during late afternoon and 
evening. The fog encroaches onto the land more frequently in 
spring and summer months due to greater temperature variations 
between the ocean and land. 


Hydrology 


The primary watershed affecting the unit is the Santa Ana River 
which currently discharges into the Pacific Ocean south of the 


unit. The Santa Ana River has water primarily between November 
and April. 


The unit lies within the northeastern portion of the Orange 
County groundwater basin, where groundwater is contained in a 
series of pressured aquifers. These aquifers include the 
following: 


° a semi perched zone; 

° The Bolsa Aquifer; 

° The Talbert Aquifer; 

° The Upper Pleistocene Semi-Perched Zone; 
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The Alpha Aquifer; 

The Beta Aquifer; 

The Lambda Aquifer; 

The Meadowlark Aquifer; 

The Main Aquifer; 

The Lower Zone; and 

The Upper Pliocene Deposits. 
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The primary source of water for the unit is derived from the Main 
Aquifer. This Aquifer ranges from 150' to) 250, sheet in’ thickness 
and its base reaches a maximum elevation of 350 feet below mean 
sea level. 


Geology 


The! Subject **unit'™ lies?’ near= the northwestern wilank > ofse@the 
Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province of southern California. 
The Peninsular Ranges province includes”7~ the Los Angeles 
structural basin, the offshore area known as the Continental 
Borderland, the Santa Ana Mountains “and the rest (of ‘the 
Peninsular Ranges to the south, and extends from near latitude 
84% North “inthe Los Angeles™*basin to ’’thelstipy ‘ofthe @Baja 
California peninsula. Characterized by elongated northwest- 
trending mountain ridges separated by straight-sided sediment- 
floored valleys, the province has been uplifted, tilted seaward 
and sliced longitudinally into subparallel blocks by young, 
steeply dipping faults. These northwest to west-northwest 
trending fault zones separate large elongated blocks of different 
structural elevation which are terminated at their northwestern 
margin by the east-west trending structures of the Transverse 
Ranges province. The major faults appear to be late Cenozoic in 
age, and many are seismically active. The Newport-Inglewood 
Structural zone is one of the major northwest trending structural 
elements)’ of “the northern portion’ “ot the® Peninsular® Ranges 
province. The onshore extent of the zone runs from the mouth of 
the Santa Ana River, just south of the subject unit, northwest to 
Beverly Hills. 


The unit Dies within the regional structural trough knownt‘asiithe 
Los Angeles. basin. Non-marine to bathyal marine upper 
Cretaceous, Tertiary and Quaternary sediments deposited on 
crystalline rocks of both oceanic and continental basement 
compose the stratigraphic sequence of the basin. Strata consist 
primarily of conglomerates, sandstones, sands, Shales, and 
mudstones. Sediments were derived from the north and east except 
during middle Miocene time when oceanic highlands are thought to 
have shed clastics from the south. The basin, which is bounded 
on the north by the San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountains, on 
the south by the Pacific Ocean, and on the west and the east by 
the Santa Ana Mountains and San Joaquin Hills, is approximately 
45 miles wide by 65 miles long. Geophysical studies show the 
total depth of the basin’ to be ovemBi0P7000mteer . 
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The oldest geologic formation is known as the Catalina Schist 
which ia a foliated metamorphic crystalline rock found at depths 
of up to 15,000 feet. The Miocene Topanga Formation overlies the 
Catalina Schist. It consists of an alternating sequence of gray, 
medium-to coarse grain sandstone interbedded with gray siltstone 
and sandy siltstone. The next series is the Puente Formation 
which consists of sands, silts and clays of late Miocene Age. 
The Fernando Formation (informally known as the Repetto and Pico 
formations) overlies the Puente Formation. It is Pliocene age 
Strata that consists of greenish-gray micaceous siltstone, sandy 
Siltstone, fine grained sandstone and varying amounts of inter- 
edded gray medium- to coarse-grained sandstone. The San Pedro 
Formation is composed of shallow marine deposits. It is composed 
of silt, clay sand and gravel and is exposed in limited outcrops 
at the margins of the mesa area that is southeast of the unit. 
The Lakewood Formation consists of shallow marine, intertidal and 
continental deposits. It is exposed at the surface on the 
Huntington Beach Mesa which is easterly of the unit. Recent 
deposits within the unit include alluvial gravels, sands, silts, 
marsh deposits, and beach sands. Recent beach deposits form 
narrow strips fringing wave-cut sea cliffs of the relatively soft 
Pleistocene sediments of the coastal mesa. 


There are several fault zones which could (and do) affect the 
unit. The primary fault is the Newport-Inglewood Fault Zone. 
The zone is characterized by lateral strike slip movement which 
dips steeply to the southwest beneath the ocean. 


The unit is within a geological active area due to faulting and 
folding, continental tectonics, and wave and tidal erosion. 


Soils 


There are essentially three soil types found within the unit. 
They are all classified within the Myford Association. The soil 
types, as classified by the U. S. Department of Agriculture Soil 
Conservation Service and Forest Service, are Beaches, Marina 
Loamy Sand - 0 to 2 percent slope, and Marina Loamy Sand - 
2 to 9 percent slope. The erosion hazard ranges from slight to 
moderate assuming bare soil. Erosion occurs as a result of wave 
and tidal activity, pedestrian traffic and periodic precipi- 
tation. The unit lies within the San Pedro littoral cell. 
Sediments are transported southeasterly and eventually offshore 
through the Newport Submarine Canyon. 


Plant Life 


Approximately 25 species of plants representing 9 families have 
been identified within the unit. Twelve of these species are 
non-native to the area. The existing community is a mix of 
introduced species and remnant species of the native coastal 
Strand community. It appears that most of the existing 
vegetation was planted for slope stabilization purposes and for 
esthetic effect. 
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No rare or endangered plants have been found in the unit. 
Animal Life 


The amount of animal life within the unit is severly limited due 
to its configuration, size and sintensive: recreational” use. The 
primary mammal within the unit is the California ground squirrel 
(Spermophilus beecheyi). The side-blotched lizard (Uta 
stansiburiana) is the only noticeable reptile observed within the 
eT ee emes 


There are a variety of shorebirds and gulls that migrate through 
the area. However, the unit does not contain nesting or 
prominent feeding areas. There are two endangered species, as 
listed .by«-.the .U.~S. \Fish and. Wildflife Service), which migrate 
through the unit. They are the California Least Tern (Sterna 
atillarum browni) and the California brown pelican (Pelecanus 
occidentalis. cakifornicus)<« 


Marine Life 


The unit's nearshore marine habitat is not distinguished by 


lagoons, kelp beds, bays, or river months. It is exposed and 
directly affected by open surf. The fish community includes surf 
oriented species ranging from Jacksmelt (Atherminoosis 


californiensis) to California Halibut (Paralicthys californicus). 
The invetebrate population is a seasonal community that range 
Purple striped jellyfish (Pelagia noctiluca) to the Pismo clam 
(Tivela stultorum). 


Phytoplankton occurs near the surface zone in neritic biotic 
communities. It is well documented that phytoplankton is a basic 
unit in earth's life support system. Phytoplankton provides for 
most of the atmospheric oxygen and serves as a basis of most 
marine food webs. 


Ecology 

Phe VUndtaeds «withing ithe pocoastal . strip) Necologicalar reg icneeas 
designated by the Public Resources Code. Site conditions of 
close proximity to the ocean, moderate climate and intensive 
human use are all influential on the local ecosystem. 


Due to the extensive disturbance and surrounding urbanization, 


the ecosystem of the unit has been greatly simplified. The 
existing vegetation provides food and nest material for the 
resident population of ground dwelling mammals. Reptiles and 


birds feed on insects which are attracted to the local plant 
Species. Gulls, shorebirds and common birds of urban areas feed 
on refuse left on the beach by human visitors and or local 
vegetation. Additionally, the unit's size does not allow it to 
be classified as an ecological entity. It does not contain a 
wetland or marine system. The Pacific Ocean is westerly and 
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southerly adjacent to the unit. There are no unique features 


(e.g., bays, coves, lagoons, reefs, etc.) which would provide an 
area of study or interest. 


Cultural Resources 
Archaeological Sites 


There are no known archaeological sites within the unit. This is 


probably due, in part, to natural erosion activity and intensive 
industrial and recreational use. 


Standing Structures 


Ine *prinary “structure ‘adjacent ¥o “the: unit is the “muniodpal 
pier. Although, the pier is technically outside of the unit's 
boundaries, it has a significant visual and functional effect on 
the unit. Originally constructed in 1904, it was reconstructed 
in 1914 and currently exists as 1800 foot structure. 


Ethnographic and Historical Background 


southern California cultural traditions prior to 5000 BiG. EB. are 
not well defined for Orange County and the specific unit. 


By about 5,000 B.C., it appears that a relatively uniform 
cultural tradition existed on the coast from Santa Barbara south 
to San Diego. Most archaeologists call this subsistence pattern 
the Millingstone Horizon. This era centered around the 
collection of small, wild seeds and shellfish. The additive 
Campbell Tradition developed out of the Millingstone Horizon by 
about 3,000 B.C. in Santa Barbara, a little later in the Ventura 
area, and still later in parts of Los Angeles and ~ Orange 
Counties. The Millingstone Tradition seems to have continued 
until 500-700 A.D. along the Orange and San Diego County coasts, 
when it was replaced by a cultural tradition identified by 
archaeologists as the last prehistoric time period. 


THe  Millangstone ‘Horizon ie \ identified -.in part: “by TiParge 
projectile points, the use of milling stones (mano/metate), and 
largely undifferentiated chip stone tool assemblage. The late 
prehistoric tradition has two tool phases. The early phase is 
marked by the introduction of small, triangular projectile points 
(desert side-notched points), addition of the mortar and pestle 
to the milling assemblage, shell beads, shellfish fish hooks, 
varied bone tools, so-called donut stones (use of which is not 
positively known), and a much broader array of ornamentation than 
the earlier Millingstone Horizon. The principal "late" prehis- 
toric artifact addition is the manufacture and use of pottery. 
Both of these late traditions continue up to Hispanic contact in 
the latter part of the 17th and early part of the 18th centuries. 
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The primary people were of the Shoshonean linguistic group. The 
Gabrielinos were part of the Shoshonean group which inhabited the 
area. 


Much of the information regarding the settlements and traditions 
of the Gabrielinos was recorded by Father Geronimo Boscana of the 
San Gabriel Mission. Although Cabrillo and Vizcaino noted smoke 
from numerous fires, they never landed their ships along the 
southern California coastline in this area. Instead, they sought 
refuge at Santa Catalina Island and the Channel Islands. Gaspar 
de Portola led his expedition through the general region in 1769, 
which introducted the first serious and long-term settlement of 
Euroamericans characterized by the missions. 


It is estimated that approximately 5,000 Gabrielinos lived within 
the aforementioned territory at the time Portola arrived. The 
prominent village of the Gabrielinos was termed Puvunga which was 
located approximately 8 to 10 miles northwesterly of the unit. 
This site is now located within what is known as the Bixby Ranch 
in Long Beach. 


The Gabrielinos had a fairly complex society with a diversified 
economy. Subsitence was characterized by exploitation of 
maritime resources including deep sea fish species and mammals. 
Additionally, Gabrielinos acted as significant traders between 
the groups which occupied the islands and inland regions. The 
Gabrielinos had an extensive religious and social fabric that 
essentially focused on a single diety--Chungichnish. Rites 
included dancing, fasting, animal sacrifice and week long 
observances. Father Boscana recorded the common practice of 
cremation which may explain, in part, the lack of a traditional 
perecPads Sis Ake 28 that normally yield detailed archaeological 
inds. 


The Gabrielinos were passive in nature and accepted the European 
(missions) infiltration. The primary focus was the Mission San 
Gabriel located..-approximately - 30. miles. 4 north. of thes unit. 
Johnston records that the Gabrielinos were devasted by European 
diseases due the lack of immunity. 


Although, the Gabrielinos did not completely vanish, their 
numbers were severly reduced. The remaining Gabrielinos settled 
near Mission San Gabriel and became a functional part of the 
Mission's economy. 


The historic use of the unit began with the land grant of Rancho 
Las, Bolsas to..Manuel Perez Nieto in 1784 by the Spanish. Governor 


Pedro Fages. This grant covered 21 square miles and was used for 
cattle grazing. 


72100ReSE2 to (8/13/87) 


Nieto died in 1804 and thirty years later, his grant was divided 
among heirs. In 1834, Mexican Governor Jose Fiqueroa granted the 
general area to Catarina Ruiz. In 1841, an area consisting of 


Six square miles was termed Bolsa Chica _ and granted to 
Joaquin Ruiz. 


Don Abel Stearns who had resided in Los Angeles since 1833 
obtained ownership of Bolsa Chica and Las Bolsas in the mid 
1850's. This acquisition allowed Stearns to become, the largest 
Owner of land and cattle in southern California. Stearns died in 
1877 and Stearns' successor, the Stearns Rancho Trust began to 
sell portions of the property. 


The unit was part of an area called "Shell Beach" due to the 
large amount of bean clams. This beach included an area that 
rose sharply into bluffs that were subject to wave and tidal 
erosion. This area is essentially the subject unit. Inland from 
the bluffs was a mesa that was purchased by Colonel Robert 
Northam, a manager of the Stearns Rancho Trust. 


In 1901, Philip Stanton formed a local syndicate and bought 1,500 
acres of Rancho Las Bolsas from Robert Northam for the sum of 
$100,000. The syndicate organized the West Coast Land and Water 
Company and on a mesa above Shell Beach laid out streets and lots 
im fafonty,caere: tract. In drilling a well for domestic water, 
considerable gas came out of the hole, much to the annoyance of 
the promoters. In August 1901, the first lots were placed on the 
market with prices ranging from $100, to $200, each. A number 
was given away to persons who would agree to build some kind of 
structure immediately. In 1902, Philip Stanton sold his interest 
in Pacific City to the Vail-Gates Group of Los Angeles. 


Henry E. Huntington, who owned the Pacific Electric Railroad and 
waS a principal stock holdér in the Southern Pacific Lines, 
became interested in Pacific City. His "red cars" were already 
running to Long Beach and the Southern Pacific owned the rails 
extending to Newport Beach. Buying an interest in the West Coast 
Land and Water Co., he extended his red car line along the ocean 
front from Long Beach and electrified the old railroad line to 
Newport Beach. A wooden pier was built into the ocean and on the 
bluff a two-story frame hotel, the Huntington Inn, was erected. 
An extensive advertising campaign drew attention to Huntington 
Beach and a real estate boom developed. Lots that had sold for 
$200 a year before sky-rocketed to $43,000. More land was added 
to the original townsite. The Huntington Beach Company, com- 
prised mostly of Angelenos, had acquired the remaining holdings. 
The company's first president, J. V. Vickers, had been a director 
of the West Coast Land and Water Co., when Stanton headed the 
syndicate. 


The City of Huntington Beach was incorporated February 17, 1909, 
with Ed Manning as the first Mayor. The original townsite 
consisted of 3.57 square miles, with a population of 915. There 
were 542 registered voters. 
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From 1910 to 1920 the City maintained a slow growth rate. The 
Huntington Beach Co. operated a ranch raising food grains on some 
of 1,400 acres they owned. In 1918," they held ‘public land 
auctions to stay out of debt. 


In 1919, Standard Oil Company leased 500 acres of land from the 
Huntington Beach Co. The first oil well was drilled in what was 
then the northwest area of the City. This well was known as A-l 
and was brought in during August, 1920, producing 91 barrels of 
oil a day. They continued to drill more wells on their lease and 
multitude of others moved in with hopes of finding a profitable 
oil well. Wells sprang up and in less than a month the town grew 
from 1,500 to 5,000 people. 


On, November. 6,,.° 1920,-(Standard. Oi1> Co. ‘brought sin, zaasignrercant 
well known as Bolsa Chica No. l. An estimated 4,000,000 cubic 
feet of gas and 1742 barrels of oil were produced per day by this 
well alone. Standard Oil Co. shipped several hundred men from 
other fields into Huntington Beach to help contain the overflow 
Of oil. Bolsa No. 1 proved that the Huntington Beach oil field 
was the most significant discovery and soon the population was 
over 7,000 persons. Areas as small as a City lot were leased and 
used for organizing oil corporations. Scores of them were formed 
and their stock put on the market. The old established oil com- 
panies continued to drill more wells. 


In 1926, the area between 8th Street and 23rd Street, known as 
the town lot field, produced a second oil boom. The profits from 
oil were now available to the owners of these lots. Houses and 
other structures were moved for the purpose of obtaining oil. 


In 1930, oil was discovered and produced from the tideland ocean 
pool utilizing the whipstock method. The development of this 
idea proved that oil from a known ocean pool lying off shore 
could, be.dril leds form the suplband’<byirsl ant driving? and) ine tthe 
process, preserve the beach and _ public recreation area. 
Currently, close to 500 whipstock wells produce approximately 10 
million barrels of oil annually (1980). The wells within the 
unit are a part of this system. 


The unit's other primarly utilization is recreation. Paciiic 
Coast Highway was completed in 1925 and provided direct access to 
the suns ty Other than further public improvements and the con- 
struction of an apartment complex along the north side of the 
pier, the unit has remained unchanged. ne «Cl ty sorte huntington 
Beach has placed some riprap along the bluffs from Goldenwest 
Street to Bolsa Chica in order to prevent wave and tidal erosion. 
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Esthetics Resources 


The unit is a scenic resource comprised of several elements. The 
entire unit provides a panoramic perspective of the Pacific 
Ocean. Santa Catalina Island is located approximately 30 miles 
offshore and is visible much of the time. The unit's area 


between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street is relatively 
flat with ample access to the water edge. 


The area _ between Goldenwest Street and the unit's northerly 
boundary is characterized by bluffs with difficult access to the 


beach. This -bluff«area ‘is not improved with. any recreation 
facilities except with an asphalt path that is adjacent to 
Pacific Coast Highway. However, these bluffs provide vista 


points towards the ocean and along the coastline. 


The ocean meterological characteristics provide a variety of 


scenic attributes. The surface is often calm and reflective. 
However, northern winter storms create an impetus for large surf 
during winter months. Sunsets along the unit's area are 


picturesque when the northerly coastline and Santa Catalina 
Island is silhouetted. 


The bluffs that are within the unit have been subjected to tidal 
and wave erosion. The unit's area between Goldenwest Street and 
the northerly boundary has large amounts of riprap and concrete 
Slabs placed between the water and the bluff. Reinforced steel 
bars, rusted pipes and miscellaneous concrete material is highly 
visible. This area of the unit has bluffs that are not improved 
for recreation purposes. The top of the bluffs are void of 
vegetation and evidence of erosion and soil breakdown is 
apparent. There are a series of oil pumps within fenced areas. 
Some of these areas have had pumps removed, yet the fencing and 
ancillary equipment remains. There is a service road that has an 
asphalt base that connects these oil pumps. 


The unit area between the municipal pier and Goldenwest Street 
has an improved bluff top park. However, there is a series of 
oil pumps between the bluff and the beach area. A service road 
connects these pumps. There is a concrete wall that retains the 
bluff. This wall has been the object of graffiti. The surface 
of the wall has cracks and is in need of painting. There are 
overhead utility lines throughout this area. Additionally, there 
are portable toilets scattered along the service road. 


Recreation Resources 


The unit serves a local and regional recreation need. The unit 
has historically provided an area for recreation because of its 
accessibility. Access to the beach area at the northerly end of 
the unit is predicated upon the tide. At high tide the water 
reaches the bottom of the bluffs precluding any use of the beach 
area. The remaining of the unit's beaches have ample access. 
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Historically and currently, the unit has been utilized for 
general beach activities including swimming, surfing, fishing and 
other recreational activities. The City of Huntington Beach has 
installed a bluff top park from the pier to approximately Golden- 
west Street. This park has not only enhanced the streetscape 
along Pacific Coast Highway, but has provided for safe bicycle 
and pedestrian circulation away from vehicular traffic. 


The unit's activity can be characterized as destination oriented. 
That<—is, it«ise utilized. for, a ‘series. of recreational’ purposes 
because of the sand, water, and its general location. Both 
passive and active types of recreation characterize its usage. 
Essentially, it can (and does) accommodate large groups of people 
for a variety of purposes. The unit experiences intense activity 
and use during the summer months, specifically on weekends. The 
activity level drops noticeably during the autumn and winter 
seasons. 


The unit has ample and direct access to Pacific Coast Highway and 
adjacent neighborhoods. There is on-street parking along all 
areas within the unit. This is further facilitated by pedestrian 
stairways between the pier and Goldenwest Street. There are no 
Stairways between Goldenwest Street and the northerly boundary of 
the ,uni.t < 


There are possible hazards associated with storm surf, primarily 
during the autumn and winter months. Riptides and undertows 
present a constant concern for swimmers and surfers. As pre- 
viously mentioned, there is a degree of hazard associated with 
access down the bluff areas between Goldenwest Street and the 
northerly boundary of the unit. 
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RESOURCE POLICY FORMATION 


Reclassification 


The unit has been part of the Bolsa Chica State Beach until 
October, .1986. At that time, the State Parks and Recreation 
Department reached an agreement with the City of Hunington Beach 
that provided for the assumption of the maintenance and operation 
Of the -unik. The City of Huntington Beach, through existing 
policies, has proposed to enhance the recreational use of the 
unit. by providing a link betwéen:' the: City’s and State’s 
bicycle/pedestrian path, along with additional parking, 
landscape, permanent restrooms and concession facilities. 


This change in responsibility and subsequent’ plans’ have 
necessitated the reclassification of the unit. The following 
definition of a state park, as stated in the California Public 
Resources Code (PRC), Section 5001.5 (c), is pertinent in plan 
formulation for resource management and recreational development: 


"State parks...consists of...areas of outstanding scenic 
or natural character, oftentimes containing also 
Significant historical, archaeological, ecological, 
geological or other such values. The purpose of state 
parks shall be to preserve outstanding natural, scenic 
and cultural values... 


Improvements undertaken within state parks shall be for 
the purpose of making the areas available for public 
enjoyment and education in a manner consistent with the 
preservation of natural, scenic, cultural, and 
ecological values for present and future generations. 
Improvements which do not directly enhance the public's 
enjoyment of the natural, scenic, cultural, or 
ecological values of the resource, which are attractions 
in themselves, or which are otherwise available to the 
public within reasonable distance outside the park, 
shall not be undertaken within state parks." 


The following definition of state recreation units, as estab- 
lished by PRC Section 5001.5 (d), includes references pertinent 
to plan formation: 


"State recreation units, which consist of areas 
selected, developed, and operated to provide outdoor 
recreational opportunities. Such units shall _ be 
designed by the State Park and Recreation Commission by 
naming, in accordance with the provisions of this 
article relating to classification. 
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In the planning of improvements to be undertaken within 
state recreation units, consideration shall be given to 
compatibility of design with the surrounding scenic and 
environmental characteristics. 


Such areas shall be selected for their having terrain 
capable of withstanding extensive human impact and for 
their proximity to large centers of population, major 
routes of travel, or proven recreational resources such 
as manmade or natural bodies of water." 


No natural preserves are proposed for the unit due to the absence 
of threatened or endangered plant, animal or any other ecological 
entity. 


Declaration of Purpose 


The City of Huntington Beach-State Beach has been established in 
order to make available to the general population, outstanding 
natural beach areas, the ocean, and related cultural and esthetic 
features. It is located within Orange County with ample access 
from Pacific Coast Highway along Tus entire length. 
Additionally, specific policies have been established = and 
implemented that assures this access while maintaining scenic, 
culture and esthetics resources. 


Although it is a relatively small area -100 acres/2.3 miles of 
coastline - it serves a regional population from Orange, Los 
Angeles and Riverside Counties. 


Zone Of Primary Interest 


The entire unit, because of its size and uniformity, comprises a 
Single zone of primary interest. Particular concern would be any 
development or changes that would inhibit or threaten to destroy 
the aforementioned environmental - both natural and cultural- 
values. 


Resource Management Policies 


Management of résources” within” this unit is regulated by 
policies, objectives and implementation vehicles established by 
the City of Huntington Beach and the State of California. These 


policies are stated in the following paragraphs. Included are 
previously established policies and directives that are 
especially pertinent to existing or potential resource 


problems. This section of the Resource Element will serve to 
Satisfy the requirements pertaining to the development of a 
Resource Management Plan (PRC Section 5002.2). Additionally, 
other resource management policies are set forth in the 
environmental impact element of the unit's general plan. These 
policies are a synthesis” of ‘existing municipal and state 
policies. 
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There are no resources which will be eliminated or substantially 


altered as result of the proposed general plan. The general 
plan's intent is to preserve and enhance the enjoyment of the 
scenic and recreational resources of the unit. No natural 


processes will be disrupted as a result of the general plan. 


Natural Resources 


Topographic Resources 


Topographic Hazard Mitigation: The unit's topography is defined 
by wave and tidal activity which has created steep bluff areas. 
The hazards include an eroding bluff edge and steep bluff face. 
This hazard is accenuated by the increasing number of people. 


Policy: The bluff edge should be posted and a protective 
element be constructed. Seacliff retreat is 


recognized as a natural process that cannot be 
permanently stopped. 


Monitoring of Topographic Hazards: These bluff areas are the 
result of natural processes. This should be continually 


monitored and appropriate action be taken to assure visitor 
protection. 


Policy: A monitoring program should be established that will 
mark the progress of wave and tidal activity, beach 
and cliff erosion, and surface cracks along the top 
of bluff areas. This program should utilize field 
investigation, periodic reports and photographs. 


Hydrologic Resources 


Water Quality Control The ocean water quality is monitored by 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board's National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Additionally, an 
injection well system maintained by the County of Orange creates 
a barrier against salt water intrusion among the aquifers. 


Policy: The City of Huntington Beach shall support and 
maintain an active role in both the RWQCB's and 
County's water quality programs. 


Geologic Resources 


Geologic Hazard Mitigation: Hazards such as landslides, seismic 
events and tSunamis are geologic hazards associated with this 
area. 


Policy: Hazardous or potentially dangerous areas should be 
posted; and fencing and other protective structures 
should be provided to assure safety. 
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Monitoring of Geologic Hazards: The area is known for historic 
and existing seismic activity. Recognition of these processes 
and. ‘thes».tracing ‘of “their “activity “will? *support™ visttor “and 
infrastructure protection. 


Policy: A monitoring program coordinated among various 
federal, state, county and city agencies should be 
established and maintained. This program could 
include field investigations, periodic reports and 
educational programs. 


Seismicity: The Newport-Inglewood Fault is the primary fault 
responsible for direct seismic activity. 


Policy: New structures within the unit shall be designed to 
withstand a Richter magnitude 7.0 earthquake, with 
repeatable ground acceleration of 0.33 gravity (g). 


Soil Resources 


General Erosion Control: Soil~ erosion has been greatly 
accelerated by foot traffic and wave and tidal activity. 


Policy: Erosion control features should be pursued _ and 
implemented. Such features may include, but not be 
limited to, improved and controlled access routes to 
the beach area, sStratigically placed landscaping and 
fencing and walls. No new permanent structures 
shall be placed on the sand. 


Littoral Sand Loss: Sand loss exposes shoreline facilities and 
ocean-facing cliffs to direct wave attack. Littoral sand loss is 
a regional problem common to the entire Orange County 
coastline. Monitoring of littoral sand movement and appropriate 
recommendations concerning where artificial sand replenishment 
may be beneficial. 


Policy: Littoral sand loss is recognized as a major threat 
to existing recreational resources. The department 
shall work with other agencies, including the County 
of Orange Environmental Management Agency, Southern 
California Association of Governments and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, to develop' regional 
solutions to the sand loss problem. Any major 
program of sand replenishment or retention must 
consider the regional nature of the problem and and 
the regional impact of actions taken along a segment 
of the shoreline. 
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Plant Resources 


General Vegetation Management: There are no known endangered or 
threatened plant species within the unit. The majority of the 
plant life is non-native to the area. 


Policy: Continue Similar landscaping theme throughout 
unit. Emphasis should be placed on water 
conservation and appropriate plant material. 


Animal Resources 


There are no known endangered or threatened species within the 
unit. Very little animal life exists within the unit. 


Marine Life Resources 


Protection of Marine Life: Marine life population could be 
affected by both visitors and oil operations. 


Policy: All applicable State Department of Fish and Game 
regulations pertaining to size, amount and type of 
species taken shall be posted and enforced. The 
NPDES permit shall continue to required weekly 
monitoring reports and all applicable conditions 
associated with said permit shall be enforced. 


Cultural Resources 


The unit is within a larger geographical entity that does not 
contain significant cultural/historical resources. There are no 
known archaeological or paleontological sites within the unit. 


Esthetic Resources 


The scenic resources of the unit are of significant importance. 
They include ocean vistas, Caltalina Island and the municipal 
pier. Scenic detractions include overhead utilities, portable 
toilets and wall grafitti. 


Policy: The scenic resources shall be protected from 
obstructive structures and other’ elements. An 
implementation program for the placement of 
utilities underground should be pursued. The bluff 
walls .should maintain an attractive appearance. 


Recreational Resources 


The unit should continue to have ample access for a wide variety 
of passive and active recreational uses. 
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Policy: The unit shall be preserved for recreational uses. 
Areas within the unit that are improved should be 
developed in a consistent theme with the existing 
park improvements. 


Bicycle/pedestrian paths should be separated from 
vehicular roadways. 


Adequate and safe access points should be provided from 
the bluff top area to the beach area. Adequate restroom 
facilities should located at strategic locations. 


Allowable Use Intensity 


Allowable »use sintensity is determined “by®% ‘analysis, of. three 
components: 1) the impact of any development and use on natural 
and cultural resources; 2) visitor perceptions and attitudes; and 
3) management objectives. 


The first and most important component in determining allowable 
use intensity involves an analysis of the natural, cultural, and 
esthitic resources to determine the area's physical limitations 
for development of facilities, and the ability of the ecosystem 
to withstand human impact (ecological sensitivity). This 
analysis is based on a number of considerations, including: 
cultural and esthetic resources sensitivity; soils and their 
erodibility and compaction potential; geologic factors, such as 
slope stability and relief; hydrologic considerations, including 
the potential for pollution of surface waters, flooding, and 
depleting surface and groundwater through water use; vegetation 
characteristics, such as durability, fragility, wildfire hazard, 
and regeneration rates; and wildlife ocnsiderations, such as 
tolerance to human activity, wildlife population levels,and 
stability. Additional considerations in determining ecological 
sensitivity are: rare and/or endangered plants and animals; 
unique botanical features or ecosystems; and examples of 
ecosystems of regional or statewide significance. 


The second component, visitor perceptions and attitudes, involves 
assessing the social objectives of the department, what degree of 
isolation or corwding is acceptable, and other perceptions and 
attitudesespertaining! «to, the: .qualitys (of tevisitors YS recreation 
experiences. Although these factors are very difficult to 
quantify, this component's influence is extremely important. 


The -management objective for this unit is set fort in the 
statutes defining a state park (see Classification). 


The entire unit can be classified as an appropriate area for high 


intensity use. This provided for the widest range of use 
extending from hiking ans scenic observation (low intensity) to 
parking on paved surfaces (high intensity). Table 1 depicts 


allowable use of sensitive areas. 


72100ReSE1-Misc .9 —1:8- (8313/87) 


It should be noted that the aforementioned recommendations and 
policies pertaining to bluff area northerly of Goldenwest Street 
would insure safe high intensity use. Until specific measures 
are taken, the bluffs, bluff edge and wall could be considered 
constraints to full enjoyment and use of this area. 
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TABLE 1 


Limiting Factors and Allowable Use of Sensitive Areas 


Sensitivity 
High 


Moderate 


Limiting Factors 


Very fragile or valuable 
cultural resources, very 


sensitive ecological 
resources, geologic 
hazards and land 
instability. 


Slope stability, moderate 


eorsion potential, 
sensitive ecological 
resources, important 
scenic resource areas. 


Moderate to low erosion 
potential. 
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Allowable Use 


Light-intensity uses: 
Birdwatching 
Hiking 
Nature study 
Painting (artistic) 
Pho tography 
Scenic observation 


Medium-intensity uses: 
Bicycling (on 
designated paths) 
Fishing 
Picnicking (maximum 
of two sities/acre) 
Sunbathing 
Surfing 


High-intensity uses: 
Camping 
Parking (paved) 
Picnicking (three 
Or more sites/acre) 
Roads (paved) 
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INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL 
STUDIES LIBRARY 


FEB) 188 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


BOLSA CHICA STATE BEACH 


GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT REVISION REQUESTS 


Atachmest 4 = 


BOLSA CHICA STATE BEACH 
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT REVISION REQUESTS 


The following are recommended revisions to the Bolsa Chica State Beach General 


Plan Amendment as suggested by comments received during the public review 


process. 


COVER - Title of report: 


BOLSA CHICA STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 


PAGE 1 - First two sentences of first paragraph: 


The prdjé¢t amendment area is known as the State Beach - City of 
Huntington Beach, It wat is fdérmértly formally a portion of fhé 
Bolsa Chica State Beach. 


PAGE 1 - Project Description 


Second Paragraph - Easterly should be westerly. 


Third Paragraph - northeast should be northwest. 


Fourth Paragraph - southwest should be southwest. 
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PAGE 1 - Project Description - Add the following after the third paragraph: 


The unit is adjacent to the Downtown area of Huntington Beach which is a 
focused redevelopment area for the City. This area consists of approximately 


336 acres and has been targeted for change in both uses and intensity. 


The adopted plan designates the seventeen block area between Goldenwest and 
Sixth Streets primarily for high density residential use with a maximum 
allowable density of 35 units per acre on a fully consolidated block; this 
area accounts for approximately 44 acres. Within this section of the area 
three nodes are designated for visitor-serving commercial uses, totalling 
approximately 8 acres. These commercial nodes include a two block area 
between Goldenwest and Twenty-First Streets, a two-block area between 
Eighteenth and Seventeenth Streets and a one block area between Ninth and 
Eight Streets. Another visitor-serving commercial area is designated adjacent 
to the municipal pier. This area includes the five inland blocks facing 
Pacific Coast Highway between Sixth and Lake Streets and the pier and a 
portion of the public parking lots. The principal intended uses are hotels, 
motels, restaurants, theaters, museums, specialty and beach-related retail, 
and service uses. These uses are located near visitor-drawing attractions 
inland areas. Office and residential uses shall be conditional and shall only 
be permitted if visitor serving uses are either provided prior to other 


development or assured as part of the development. 
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Inland from the first block, the plan designates twelve blocks for mixed-use 
office/residential) uses, approximately 44 acres. The City's General Plan 
includes a broad mixed development category intended to encourage maximum 

flexibility. The Coastal Element refined the category to provide more 


direction for the types and level of development desired. Two new mixed use 


categories were developed for the coastal zone. 


The intent of the mixed-use office/residential designation is to allow a mix 


of medium to high density apartments and condominiums with professional office 


Space. This can be accomplished by integrating residential and office uses 
within the same general area or by vertically mixing these uses within the 
same building. Limited ancillary retail commercial and service uses are also 
conditionally permitted; however, the emphasis is on the office/residential 
mix. To the north of this area approximately 8 acres are designated as 


general commercial. 


Southeast of the Downtown core is another visitor-serving commercial area 
adjacent to Pacific Coast Highway between Lake and Huntington Streets, 
approximately 13 acres. The area further south along the highway is another 
new mixed-use designation, commercial/recreation, approximately 29 acres in 
size. This designation conditionally allows commercial facilities as a major 
use and recreational facilities as a support use. The intent is to encourage 


uses that are open to the public and that capitalize on the beach location. 
The areas immediately north of the commercial areas adjacent to Pacific Coast 


Highway are designated for high density residential uses for a total of 57 


acres. 


3. (0639D) 


Another designation within the plan is open space recreation which will 
accommodate passive and active recreational uses. The entire beach area has 


this designation which encompasses approximately 103 acres. 


PAGE 1 - First two sentences of last paragraph: 


The City of Huntington Beach has ds¢dnéd/fégpdnsibility/df an 
operating agreement with the State to operate this area. frdd/thé/stateé 
OF/CATTFOLCATA/WATCH/ MSs /fOSdTLAd/in/the/ Pec assifiddtidn/df/the/dnit/ 
In assuming this operational responsibility, the City plans to continue 
its recreational improvements from Goldenwest Street to northerly 


municipal boundary. 


PAGE 3 - Map to indicate unit area as the area within Bolsa Chica State Beach 


boundaries. 


PAGE 5 - Delete first sentence of first paragraph and replace with the 


following: 


THE/PUrPdse/SOF/LKTL/ REGUL CE/ EL eAeNL/18/td/éstablisn/gddls(/dbjectives 
dnd/PdTid16s/in/didér/to/presérvdl /dnnandé/dnd/éncddragée/ the 
Fédrveatidndl /dsd/df/thé/dnit! 


The purpose of this Resource Element is to establish long-range goals and 


policies necessary to protect and perpetuate the natural, cultural, and 


recreational resource values for which the unit was establisheca. 
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PAGE 9 - Last sentence under "Plant Life": 


No rare or endangered plants have been found in the unit/ but the 


remnant native species which exist help support migrating sharebirds. 


PAGE 15 - Under "Resource Policy Formation" heading, change subheading: 


Récldssi fication 


Classification 


PAGE 15 - First sentence of first paragraph under "Resource Policy Formation": 


The unit Kds/béén/ part /df/thé/Bdlsd/Chidd/Staté/Bédch was operated by 


State Park System staff until October, 1986. 

PAGE 15 - Third paragraph - Add the following to the second sentence: 
There is on-street parking along all areas within the unit, although the 
existing on-street parking between the municipal pier and Goldenwest 


Street will be displaced with the proposed restriping of Pacific Coast 


Highway. This/i¢/Existing access.... 
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15 - Last paragraph continued to PAGE 16, top of page: 


‘This change in responsibility dnd/supsédqdent/plans/Kdvé/ necessitated 


thé/féclassificdtidn/df/thé/dnit has brought about the need for an 


amendment to the General Plan. The following definition of a state 


park beach, as stated in the California Public Resource Code (PRC), 
Section 5001.5 (¢¥ (d), is pertinent in plan formulation for resource 


management and recreational development: 


16 - Delete second, third, and fourth paragraphs: 


PBEALE/ Parks / LLL /ddnsists/of/111/ateas/df/ddtstanding/sdénic/dr/ndatdral 
CMACACESL ( /dfFENLIMeS/CONLATATAG/ Al sd/ignifiddnt/histdrical / 
avcndddldgidal (/éddldgicdl (/gédidgidal/dr/dtner/sdcn/¥aldés///THKé 

pur pdsd/df/state/parks/snall/bd/td/présérve/dutstanding/ndtdral (/s¢cénic 
and/cdl tural /valdés/ lll / 


Thprdv ements /dnddrtaken/Witnin/stdtde/parks/sndll/be/fdr/thé/purpdsé/ of 
AdKing/thé/dvéds/ava71ablé/ fdr /publi¢/éngdyment/dnd/éddcatidn/in/d 
thannér/ consi stént/with/thé/préséervatidn/df/hdtdral(/sceniel/cdl tural / 
dnd/é¢dldgiddal /valdés/fdr/présént/and/fdturd/géndratidns///1hprdvénénts 
WATEK/dd/Adt/ di rddctly/énhandd/Lthe/pdslid/s/éngdynddt/df/thé/ndtdral f 
$denid(/ddltdral (/dr/éddldgidal /vaTdds/df/thd/résddrcées /whicn/dre 
Attradtidhs/in/thedsdl yds (/dt/WhIch/dré/dtnhérwisé/dv¥di 1 abl é/fd/the 
PUBIIE/WILKIN/ tédsdndblé/distancé/ddtsidéd/thd/park{/snal1/ndt/beE 
Undértaken/Within/staté/parks/? 
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THE/FOTI OWING / defini tidn/dOf/statd/fedreatidn/dnits(/ds/éstasli gned/by 
PRE/SECLIDN/ BOOT /B/ (dd (/indTudds /Lofer ences /Péertinent/td/plan/ formation! 


PAGE 16 - Delete last paragraph continued onto top of PAGE 17 under 


“Declaration of Purpose" heading and replace with the following: 


THE/CILY/dF/MUNLIAgtdn/Béddh/Staté/Bedch/hds /béén/ bs tabi sned/in/ order 
£6/HdKE/AVAT IAB A/Ed/ thE /Gendrdl /populdatidon/ /ddtstanding/ndatural /bédch 
dféds(/thé/ddddn{ /dnd/stélatéd/cul tural /dnd/éstnéetic/féatdrés///1t/i8 
1dddtéd/Within/Ordnge/County/witn/anplé/ddcess/frod/Paci fi¢e/Cddst 

Hi gGnway/Aldng/i fs /eALtisd/Téngtnl//AddiLidnhdall yl /spédcific/polidiés/hdve 
BEen/eStaAblisndd/and/ Impl émentéd/ that /dassdrés/this/acdcéss/whilé 
Hhdintdaining/sdénid{/cdltdré/dnd/ésthétics/tésdurdés / 


The purpose of Bolsa Chica State Beach is to make available to the 
people, for their benefit and enjoyment, the scenic, natural, cultural, 
and recreational resources of the ocean beach and related uplands. 
Management of the unit shall be to preserve and protect public 
opportunities for ocean beach-oriented recreation in a high-quality 


environment. 


PAGE 17 - Delete second paragraph: 


CATENOUGK/1L/78/d/ FT ALIVE Y/ Shdl1/dtbd/4/100/ de rés /2/3/h11é8/ Of 
EDALETING/A/1£/86¢VES/d/FegIdNAT /Pdpulatidn/frdoh/Orangéel/Uds/Angel és 
and/Rivéssidé/Cddntiés/ 
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PAGE 17 - Delete third paragraph under "Zone of Primary Interest" heading and 


replace with the following: 


THE/ENETLE/ GATE { /BeCddsd/df/1£8/8126/ dnd / dni Forni ty /dddprisés/d/singlé 
Zoné/Of/prindry/interéest///Partidular/edndern/Wddld/b6/dny/dével opment 

OY /endnges/ that / WOU d/ TANT BIE/ OY / LHL bdtén/td/déstrdoy/théd/afdrémentidned 
Envi sdnmental/4¢/BdLK/Adtdral /dnd/ cdl tdrdl/4¢/v¥al des / 


A zone of primary interest is that area outside the unit in which land 
use and development changes could adversely impact the resource of the 
unit. This area includes adjacent City of Huntington Beach, the Pacific 
Coast Highway, and offshore areas. Of particular concern would be any 
adjacent development that would impact parking in the unit for State 
Beach users. If it is determined that adjacent development would impact 
parking in the unit, then a certain number of spaces in the unit shall be 


set_aside during daylight hours for beach users only. 


PAGE 17 - Transfer everything under “Natural Resources" heading at bottom of 
page to PAGE 31 following first paragraph under "Potential Operational 


Concerns" heading. 


PAGE 18 - Transfer everything under "Geologic Resources" heading at middle of 


page to PAGE 31 following the previously transferred paragraph from PAGE 17. 
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PAGE 18 - Delete the two paragraphs under the "Monitoring of Geologic 


Hazards:" heading and replace with the following: 


Monitoring of Geologic Hazards: Thé/drtéd/is/Kndwh/for/histdrid/and 
EXTSETAG/SeT omIid/ Activity //RECOGHILIDN/ OF /LMESA/prdddssés/dnd/ thE 


EFACTAG/OF/EMATL/ACLIVILY/ WITT / Sdpport/¥isitor/and/infragtrddtdreé 
pYotectidnl 


Policy! A/AOKTESKING/prddranh/cddrdindtéd/dddng/varidds/ fédéral {/etaté/ 
County /dnd/dity/Agéndids/snduld/bé/éstabli théd/dnd 
Hai ALAT Ned! //THIs/prdgranh/cddld/indlddé/filéd 
TAVestIgdtidns {/périddid/épdrts/dnd/éducatidnhal/prdagrans / 


Monitoring Erosion and Sand Loss: Beach erosion and seacliff retreat 
have been recognized as serous threats to facilities and use of coastal 
units of the State Park system. Better baseline information on erosion 
rates and coastal geological hazards is needed to plan for appropriate 


land use, resource management, and visitor safety. 


Policy: A monitoring program shall be established to document: 


1) block falls on and adjacent to beach, 2) landslides, 

3) gully development, 4) pavement cracks or building cracks 
from differential settlement or subsurface movements, and 

5) beach elevation and width. The program should include the 
comparison of historical and recent aerial photos, ground 
hotos with explanations (date, time, tide status), and 


installation of permanent monuments, if necessary. 
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Coastal Erosion: Following several years of significant storm damage in 
Many coastal State Park System units, the Department adopted a policy for 
coastal erosion on October 24, 1984. The intent of the policy is to 
avoid construction of new permanent facilities in areas subject to 
coastal erosion, unless the risk of loss is clearly offset_by the need 
for the facility, and to promote the use of expendable or movable 


facilities in erosion-prone areas. The policy reads as follows: 


The Department of Parks and Recreation shall avoid 
construction of new structures and coastal facilities in areas 
subject to ocean wave erosion, seacliff retreat, and unstable 
cliffs, unless specific determinations have been made that the 
risk of loss of the facility is clearly offset by the 
investment and need for the facility. Measures shall be taken 
to_ minimize human-induced erosion by reducing: concentrated 
surface runoff from use areas, elevated groundwater levels 
from irrigation and urbanization, and surface disturbance of 
blufftop soils. In recognition of California's actively 
eroding coastline, new structures and facilities located in 
areas known to be subject to ocean wave erosion, seacliff 
retreat, or unstable bluffs shall be expendable or movable. 
Structural protection and reprotection of developments shall 
be allowed only when the cost of protection is commensurate 
with the value (physical and intrinsic) of the development to 
be protected, and when it can be shown that the protection 
will not negatively affect the beach or the near-shore 


environment. 


-10- (0639D) 


PAGE 19 - Delete the first paragraph at top of page under "Soil Resources" and 


replace with the following: 


Général /Evdsidn/Control Sd11/érdsidn/hds/Bédn/Gredtly/ddcelératéd 
BY/fddt/ftatti¢/and/Wave/and/tidal /detivity/ 


POli¢yl EF OST dn/ COALS OT/fFedtdrds/snddld/bé/pdrsddd/dnd/ ipl édéentéd/ 
BUCK/fédtdres/Ady/TACT ddl /bdt/Adt/bé/1ihitéd/tdol/inprdved 
and/€dntralléd/dddéss/sdutés/td/thé/beacn/aréd/ 
strategically /pladéd/landsddping/and/fénding/dnd/walls///¥d 
néw/pérmandnt/strddturds/ svat] /bé/pldcéd/dn/the/sdnd/ 


Bluff Setbacks: That seacliff retreat is an ongoing process should be 
taken into consideration when designing and placing facilities near bluff 
edges. To protect investments in facilities, minimize the need for 
coastline protective devices, and assure public safety, it is a sound 
principle to establish setback zones -- both "zones of demonstration", 
where facility development is precluded, and “zones of demonstration", 
where facility development is allowable if stability and geologic 


suitability can be demonstrated. 


Policy: A zone of exclusion shall be established to include the base, 
face, and top of all bluffs extending inland to a plane formed 
by a 45-degree angel from the horizontal at the base of the 


bluff. No new structures shall be constructed within this 


zone unless they are either movable or expendable. Existing 
facilities may remain in use subject to regular inspections. 


aa tee (0639D) 


A zone of demonstration shall be established in the unit to 
extend inland from the zone of exclusion to the intersection 


of the ground surface with a plane inclined 20 degrees from 
the horizontal from the toe to the bluff. 


Shoreline Protection Devices: Although structural protection measures 
are not consistent with the general objectives for resource management 
within the State Park System, in certain circumstances, when the public 
facility is of greater necessity and importance than the natural 
resources which may be negatively affected, structural protective 


measures may be appropriate. 


Policy: Structural protection measures shall be undertaken only if 
non-structural measures (i.e., relocation of facility, 
setback, redesign, or beach replenishment) are not feasible. 
If a protective structure is constructed (i.e., riprap at the 
base of the seawall or construction of a new seawall), the 


structure shall not: 


— 
. 


Significantly reduce or restrict beach access; 


2. Adversely affect shoreline processes and sand supply; 
3. Significantly increase erosion on adjacent properties: 
4. Be placed further than necessary from the development 


requirin rotection: or 


Create a significant visual intrusion. 


aio (0639D) 


PAGE 19 - Plant Resources - Add the following sentence to the end of the 


policy under General Vegetation Management: 


Policy: Introduction of non-native plants shall be limited to the 


greatest extent practicable. 


Policy: A plant list shall be prepared and submitted to the Department 


of Fish and Game for review. 


PAGE 19 - Add the following policy under "Animal Resources": 


Policy: Pursue a more detailed inventory of wildlife values during 
ideal conditions as governed by tides, time of year, weather 
conditions and human disturbance factors. The inventory 
should be conducted four times during the year (spring, 


summer, fall, winter) during early morning hours and during 


low tide. 
Policy: Limit improvements which could encourage human activity in the 


sand dune area at the northern portion of Area Three and 
explore development of the area as a natural area for native 
migratory and resident water-associated birds either in Area 


III or in the area immediately north of Area III. 


Policy: Prohibit dogs not on a leash in the sand dune area at the 


north of Area Three. 
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Policy: Prohibit trash recepticles in sand dune area of the north of 


Area Three. 


PAGE 20 - Fourth paragraph/policy under “Esthetic Resources", add the 


following sentence after the first sentence in the paragraph: 


Policy: The scenic resources shall be protected from obstructive 
structures and other elements. All new developments shall be 
designed to enhance view opportunities and to the greatest 
extent practicable? maintain existing scenic views of ocean 
and shoreline from the Pacific Coast Highway. An 
implementation program for the placement of utilities 
underground should be pursued. The bluff walls should 


maintain an attractive appearance. 
PAGE 21 - Third from last paragraph (one-sentence paragraph): 
The management objective for this unit is set forth in the statues 
defining a state park beach (see Classification). 
PAGE 23 - Land Use Patterns of Surrounding Area - Add the following sentence 
to the end of the paragraph: 


The Introduction section of this document provides a more detailed 


description of surrounding land use patterns. 
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PAGE 23 - Second from bottom paragraph under "Ownership" heading: 


With the exception of the residential stock cooperative located in 
Area I, the entire unit is owned by the State of California with various 
Téasé/dgrddnents /With/inddstrial/ (di) /dnd/todidénti dl /édnddndi hidngy 


utility easements. 


PAGE 24 - Under Area II, add the following sentence to the end of the first 


paragraph: 


Mobile concession vendors were also introduced into this portion of the 


unit on a_trial basis for the summer of 1987. 


PAGE 24 - Add the following items under Area I needs: 


es Permanent restroom facilities 


- Concessions 


PAGE 24 - Add the following items under Area II needs: 


2 Permanent restroom facilities 


- Concessions 
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PAGE 24 - Area III Needs, modify the first item as follows: 


Off-street parking is needed to replace the on-street parking on Pacific 


Coast Highway which is scheduled to be removed south of Goldenwest Street. 


PAGE 26 - Modify first sentence as follows: 


- There are Ad/d1édrtly/idéntifiéd limited points of access 
from the bluff top to the beach. 


PAGE 26 - Bottom of page, first paragraph under "Area I": 


~ Construct a £f747é¥é7 multi-level parking structure on the 
existing parking lot site consistent with Esthetic Resources 
policy. (This structure will not extend above the elevation 
of PCH or beyond the existing bicycle path and will be 
designed to (enhance view opportunities and to the greatest 
extent practicable) maintain existing scenic view of the ocean 


and shoreline from Pacific Coast Highway. 


PAGE 26 - Bottom of page, second paragraph under "Area I": 


- Provide for passive (surf museum) and active (volleyball, 
basketball, etc.) recreation both within and on top of the 


parking structure respectively. If necessary, prepare a 
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feasibility assessment for the surf museum according to 
Department of Parks and Recreation standards. 


PAGE 26 - Add the following items under Area I Facility Recommendations: 


- Expand the decking area on the north side of the pier to 


accommodate new food concessions. 


= Place utility lines underground. 


- Provide for lifeguard facilities. 


PAGE 27 - Add the following items under Area II Facility Recommendations: 


- Place utility lines underground. 

- Provide for screening of oil facilities in area. 

- Provide for separation of vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
where feasible. Investigate the feasibility of a pedestrian 
overpass at both Goldenwest and 11th. Streets. 


- Provide for lifeguard facilities. 


PAGE 27 - Add the following items under Area III Facility Recommendations: 


- Place utility lines underground. 
- Provide for viewing areas and seating benches. 


- Install permanent restroom facilities at selected locations. 
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- Investigate extending City beach into boundary of developed 
unit of the Bolsa Chica to provide for enhancement and 
preservation of shorebird habitat area. 


ws Provide for lifequard facilities. 


PAGE 27 - Bottom of page, after the first paragraph under "Unresolved 


Planning/Environmental Issues", add the following paragraph: 


In Area I, there is a potential parking conflict between State Beach 
users and others visiting adjacent areas. A parking management plan that 
maximizes the parking opportunities for beach users will need to be 


approved by the Department prior to construction of the parking facility 
at_the State Beach. 

PAGE 27 - Last paragraph at bottom of page, last sentence: 
It is necessary to monitor this erosion in order to prévédt/ddmdgé/ td 


determine proper siting, consistent with bluff setback and shoreline 


erosion policies, for future improvements. 
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PAGE 29 - After first paragraph under "Interpretive Themes" at middle of page, 
add the following paragraphs: 


Cultural History - The flow of history from Native American to Hispanic 
to American period and how Bolsa Chica became a unit of the State Park 
System. The story of oil discovery in the region ad early coastal 


recreation is similarly overlooked. 


Natural History - Topics of interest may include how a beach is created, 
sand movement and replenishment, ocean tides and currents, shore birds, 


etc. 


PAGE 29 - Second from last paragraph, second sentence under "Cultural 


Significance of Surfing": 


The museum, if after further study it is determined to be appropriate, 
would include a chronological depiction of the sport as well as its 


current impacts on music, fashion and recreation. 


PAGE 36 - Noise - Add the following sentence to the end of the last paragraph: 


A secondary source of noise impacting the Area III unit is the Shell Oi] 
operation on the inland side of Pacific Coast Highway, north of 
Goldenwest Street. Oi] drilling and reworking operations and helicopter 
traffic create intermittent noise impacts. 
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PAGE 37 - Traffic/Circulation, in the first paragraph, (330) spaces should be 
(315) spaces. 


PAGE 37 - Section from last paragraph, second sentence: 


Off-street parking will be provided by the proposed parking structure 
appraximdtdly/$00/ddrs}, parking stalls along the existing service road 
in Area II (dpprdXkihdtély/172/¢a¢2) and near the intersection of 


Goldenwest Street and Pacific Coast Highway. fapprdkiddtély/200/14/200 
¢arsy/in Area III. 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FEB9 1988 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
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During the circulation and review period, the City of Hunting 
hi Plan 
Beach transmitted comments regarding the State Beach General 


moO the consultant for review and response. 

i ovide a copy 
ine rmat used for the response to comments is to Dr 
2 Tre HS? sth 


ultant-prepared 
of the actual correspondence followed DY “a “consul p 


nm appropriate 
é en noted and: an 
cesponse. All comments have be 


ATTACH m eof ‘i Tt 


LOU, WO sa ee} 
(72100—-RTC3/Misc9) 


: 
- 


ine CEES 7 
ce vy) ee a 


Be EE ihe 
ae 
: endnglo apse i Grud 


hy. Dn, ae yee ; ee | 
e (ha ch Lonctrncd , Madind Fir Kee 
nal dae {ie bl. es A ; rare Parbing ie 


Lie “Tl Laie pel le! oa 


Lie ghirk, nud, add ell 
Wecacd Me Musk ae Yan a aze 


wl. Cn Ugy Gara 
We ep hae My =the (astl 
; : , A 7 


Dp 


/74 
{YQ 
‘ 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY E.D. CONLON, 
227 9TH STREET, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED AUGUST 28, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 
the top of the proposed parking structure will be determined 
ataaeilater date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


State agencies. 


(72100-RTC2/Misc9 ) i (9/10/87) 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY HENRY J. BOHRMAN, 
21112 POSTON LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 
RECEIVED AUGUST 28, 1987 


I. The general plan does indicate that the primary use will be a 
linear park with ancillary uses supporting the park and the 


general beach area. 


2. This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 
the top of the proposed parking structure will be determined 
aurea slater <date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


State agencies. 


3.  Dedicating park area or similar open space uses in perpetuity 
can occur with the consensus of various agencies and property 
Owners. Often, a charitable organization is established in 


Order to receive such a dedication. 
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E TO COMMENTS BY BARBARA CHUNN 


RES PONS 
$722, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CATS 


80 HUNTINGTON STREET 
RECEIVED AUGUST 28, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design 
the top of ,the proposed parking 


he City of Huntington Be 


structure will Db 
at a later date By. & ach and 


state agencies. 


2648 


and use of 


e determined 


various 


August 22, 1987 


Mr. Hal Simmons 


Paamoane slept... cyo) City Clerk ( For the Record) 
2600 Main Street 


Huntington Beach, Ca. 92648 
Dear Mr. Simmons: 


Rae etter. 1s in regard to the North of Pier Resource and in- 
Ventary and General Division Pian, 


eae eevee ivira Wi. Cravacan, MoD. sand [ want. to goon record that 
Memwien that the top of the North Side of the Pier Parking vstructime 
be dedicated forever for a park. The parking Structure should be one 
Poot telow the Pacific. Coast Highway So as not to obstruct tne view 
Of the ocean. 


We would hope that no structure would ever be built on the public 
pemen to block the view of the ocean. 


betes developwithout destroying our natural assets! 


vi Cravagan, 1. D. 
mes W. Cravagan 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY DR. AND MRS. CRAVAGAN 
RECEIVED ALGUST 28, 1987 


te This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 


the top of the Parking structure will be determined by the 


City of Huntington Beach and various state agencies. 


(72100-RTCZ2/Misc9 ) =e (O71 07335) 


dy W 


ioe Tea ar 
|[- Administ ation 
LORRAINE FABER 1- Mike ADAMS 


15271 Nottingham Lane Ae 
Huntington Beach, California 92647 L- 


een ATivewe 
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Aveust 222, LIo7 As 


Seaercrty Counci.d Members: 


Having received the State Beach General Plan dated 8/13/87, 
in yesterday's mail allowed me only one day for review prior 


to leaving on vacation but I did wish to express my concerns 
related to the document. 


I am disappointed in the vagueness of the document. At this 
point, it would be difficult to pinpoint whether thistis 


attributable to City Staff instructions (or lack thereof) or 
the consultant firm's inexperience. 


Although existing conditions and history are more than 
adequately described in the General Plan, there is no 
ment 


ention of proposed development adjacent downcoast and 
eienale | Limremy, opinion, such, omission is a fatal ftlaw. 


Although the document suggests need to reclassity the unit 
and two classifications are mentioned, it is ambiguous as to 
which is being proposed; Section S001. 5(c).. state park. Of 
Sacti on eOOka> td), "State Recreation Unit". How each of the 
three sub-areas should be designated is also unclear. No 
discussion -is included on what other state classi tice lone 


were available or why they would have been less appropriate 
Glassiplications » 


While the State General Plan mentions that there is a 
redevelopment overlay inland of PCH and downcoast, there is 
no mention of same in regards to Area Te oin facts le ems 
into question whether it is legal or appropriate to have 


included state property in a local agency redevelopment 
zone. 


On page 21 the General Plan comes closest to explaining the 
City's mission in regards to planning and management 
efforts: 

"Me management objective for €his Unie 2S 

set forth in the statutes defining a state 

park (see classification).” 


&: 


Then in the next 
Saying: 
rine e€ntire unit can be classified as an appro- 
priate area for high intensity use” (this is 
followed by reference to table one (page 2). 
The table by title is limited to uses in highly 
sensitive areas and includes only low-cost, rela- 
tively passive activities. 


paragraph the doctument contradicts itself 


The table effectively brings the reader back full circle as 
moteeven Gne commercial activity is listed. 


I can not accept the inconsistency built into page 26 
descriptions of facility recommendations with either a state 
park classification or the table listings. If the city 
plans a 20,000 square foot up-scale restaurant pad, (as per. 
contractual commitments and Coastal Commission permit 
application) in Area I, let the document say so. If the 

Pra tevel Parking structure is to be partially subterranean, 
let the document explain how you can tri-level without 
exceeding the street level height. 


the “commercial (food) pad" on top of the parking 
ructure 1s to be two-level, let the document say how high 
can be built above street level. 


I 
S 


rr ct th 


-- 


4 


he traffic/Circulation title on page 37 says approximatel 
Oscar, Spaces wril -be provided in the parking structure 
eplace those on the existing lot and on street: parking 
Spaces ~ Ope Tost. Inere 125 no explanation “in regards to 
ene, cCOCAl number OL spaces in the proposed parking structure 
SE their intended use. If the additional 1,300 spaces are 
to be used to satisfy commercial needs of Pierside I and/or 
inland commercial zones, the General Plan should so state. 


ng 
fo) 


yt Un 
 1@, 


La 


I have problems with pages 40 and 41. in, paragrapn one, 
page 40, the statement is made that the General Plan is 
CPOonststent with District, 10 regulations without cescriptions 
Of applicable regulations or reference to appropriate 
document and pages. (I have previously expressed my 
arspleasurerat the City s approval of Piersidce. 1 heights 
which are based upon an exception clause in the Local 
eoastad Plan that. is titled “Notation: ™.) 


Tne page 4l, paragraph 4, statement as follows is on its 
face false: 

"Te general plan is essentially an extension 

Of vexisting, uses.” 


~w 7 


13 


In conclusion, - respectively mex thaceyou delay approval of 
the submitted Strate General Pian pefore you: aoa os 
furtner instruct the staff what you expect tO find in future 


araft documents: 


respectfully yours. 


Px oe Wouldn © 2° be possible for the City Statice optain a 
few sample (approved) State General Pians for similar peach 
units S° that tne Grey, Council and the local public would 
have 4 compar ison yarastick? 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY LORRAINE FABER, 
15271 NOTTINGHAM LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA, 
RECEIVED AUGUST 28, 1987 


The intent of a general plan for reclassification purposes is 
Soe POGciay, CONnGeptvial Utilization of ther unite. L€ -1S° not a 
concise Site development: plan.:-.Onécofs ithe: functtons cf ens 
document is to generate public input at the conceptual stage 
that will eventually be considered for the’ site development 


phase. 


Public Resources Code Section 5001 et seq. establishes that 
resource documentation and general plan be completed for the 
area that is being reclassified. Although,n adjacent areas 
will have various impacts on the reclassified area (unit) it 
is necessary to confine. the primary discussion ‘to the 
specific area. The Resource Inventory and previously 
prepared documents (e.g. Downtown Specific Plan and EIR, 
Pacific Coast Highway Widening Project EIR/EIS, Local Coastal 
Element, etc.) contain information for adjacent areas. “These 
documents have been, and are, available for public review at 
the City's Department of Development Services and public 
libraries. Additionally these documents have been cited 
within the Resource Inventory and Resource Summary and have 
been incorporated by reference in accordance with Section 


15150. of CECA Guidelines. 


The terms state beaches, state parks, and state recreational 
units are not mutually exclusive and can often be applied to 
the same area. The Resource Documentation Guidelines 
(provided by the State Department of Parks and Recreation) 
encouraged the citing of generally relevant sections of the 


Public Resources Code. 
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ba 


The term "State Recreation Unit™® is the generic cerm 
reguested by the State Department of Parks and Recreation in 


the preparation of general plans. 


The sub areas were delineacedespy.. ehe varying degrees and 


characteristics of the proposed changes. 


Other state classifications" imelude State Seasnoress State 
Wilderness Areas and State Preserves. These classifications 
are determined by the State. The part 1cular unit does not 
quatify for the aforementioned classification due to several 
characteristics including size, use and natural/ecoloqgieas 


elements. 


The General Plan (pg.40) does relate Area I to Distriet 10 of 
the Downtown Specific Plan. Additionally, Area Il is noted 
as being in District 11 of the Downtown Specific Plan: hire 
issue of a local agency's Pleqal “OG “appropriate” abi liey eo 
zone state property is moot. The State grants zoning autho- 
rity to local agencies in accordance with Section 65800 of 
the California Government Code - “= = + Dt. so. ene intention 
to provide only a minimum of limitation in order that 
eounties, Japd. cities may exercise the maximum degree of 
control over local zoning matters." Furthermore, various 
State agencies have reviewed, approved and endorsed several 
land use regulatory documents concerning the Specific akea 


over the past several years. 


It appears that Table 1 of the General Plan was misread. 
That iS, areas Phat. have oa. zon degree of sensitivity 
(ecologically), should only be subjected to relatively 
passive uses- The issue of "low-cost" activities “is noe 


recognized within the State Guidelines 
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ee 
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In reference to the previous response, the issue of 
"inconsistency" has not been determined. The precise size 
and height of the proposed commercial structure (if any) has 
not been decided. There is a draft plan of the proposed 
barking structure” that indicates that three (3) levels of 
Horning can oe designed so that the top feverers at “Or Celow 
the grade level of Pacific Coast Highway. This rendering was 
an exhibit at the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of 


Huntington Beach Planning Commission held on August 4, 1987. 


Should a commercial building be permitted on top Of Sehe 
packeng structure, the final height will be the result of 
negotiations between the City, VarElous, state agencies, the 
general public and the developer. That is, the final height 
of the proposed commercial building is not known at this 


time. 


There are no final ‘construction drawings for the proposed 
parking structure, therefore, an absolute number of Space 
cannot be determined. As mentioned in the general plan, the 
primary intent of the new parking is to replace the on-street 
packing that ‘will be removed as the result of widening 
Pacific Coast Highway. These spaces currently serve those 
who utilize the beach area. Therefore, the proposed parking 


structure will be for those who utilize the beach area. 


Both the Public Resources Code and the California Env ironmen- 
pal ‘Ouality Act (CEOA) discourages redundancy by encouraging 
incorporation by reference of existing environmental and land 
use documents. fhe height, Limit tor Pistict 20 is twency= 
five feet and no more than two (2) stories above the pier 
level, pursuant to Section 4.12.04 of the Downtown Specific 


Plan. 
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12. This comment represents an opinion. 


13. Previous general plans for beach areas have been prepared by 
the State Department of Parks and Recreation and are avail- 
able at public and university libraries and at the Cali fornwa 

rate Department of Parks and Recreation, Resource Protection 


Division. b.O. BOX 9390, Sacramento, CA OS Bite. 
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RESPONSE TO CQCMMENTS BY GENE H. CHANEY 
5812 MIDWAY DRIVE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 


the top of the proposed parking structure will be determined 


@fua later date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 
State agencies. 


l one 


fon) 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY NANCY J. ZELEZNIKAR 
20771 AQUATIC LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


ta, This comment has been received, 


the 


Ultimate design and use of 


top of the proposed Parking structure will be determined 


at a later date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


State agencies. 
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August. 2i. bse 


Mike adams 

Planning Department 

eae. sy Clerk (for the Pecora) 5 
eo Ma Ln Siu is 
dancington Beach, CaA 92643 3% 


at ome} 


an uriting in reference to the North Of The Pler Resource 
rnyentory and General Plan (Development Plan). Any plans to use 

ig area for development must be discontinued. Such plans would 
atroy one of the best California coastlines in addition to 
ocking the coastal view from Pacific Coast Highway. Furthernore, 


.y development on the beach aide of Pacific Coast Highway would 


‘ey 


man ft TO CRO’ tees 
sy 9-1 : 


be in the beat interests of either the general public or of 


z= you to consider that the above referenced area be 
manently dedicated to the beachgoing public. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 


Stneerely, 


Mark Giet 
{1884 Mayflower Cir. 
Fountain Valles 92708 


1 § 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY MARK GIST 
11884 MAYF LOWER CIRCLE, FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708 
RECEIVED SEPIEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received as an opinion of which 


BeSponseslS necessary. 


No 
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Jo-Anne Jarvis 

2132 Gheendoro, Ln. 
Huntington Beach, Ca, 92646 
(714) 960-2191 

8-27-87 


Hal Simmons 

ero City Clerk 

2000) Main S&. 

Huncing ton Seach, Cas 92642 


Dear Mr. Simmons: 


I would like to take the opportunity to make my feelings known 
pegarding any construction on the  norht side olerne Huntington 
Beach pier. I feel strongly that every effort should be made to 
preserve the ocean views in this area, and that the top of any 
structure should be at least one foot below Pacific Coast 
Highway, and that the top of such structure (should it be Diaecy 
should be used as a passive public park in keeping with the 
seaside resort aura. 


There should not be any consideration given to the idea of using 
this area for a parking Jot. 


Sincerely, 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY JO-ANNE JARVIS 
21132 GREENBORO LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 
the top of the proposed parking structure will be determined 
at agbaber date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


State agencies, 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY APRIL L. VAN WIE 
818 WALNUT AVENUE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


It is the intent of the general plan to incorporate and 
include all previously established municipal ordinances by 


reference. 


n~w er 


2 Augue tees pe lgoo 


Planning Department 
Peo city Clerk (for the record); 
2000 Malin S*. 


Huntington Beach, CA 92648 1.2 


I am writing in reference to the North Of The Pier Resource 
Inventory and General Plan (Development Plan). Any plans to use 
this area for development must be discontinued. Such plans would 
destroy one of the best California coastlines in addition to 
blocking the coastal view from Pacific Coast Highway. Furthermore, 
any development on the beach niderotl Pacific Coase Highway would 
not be in the best interests of either the general DUD icror fo be 
Huntington Beach citizens. 


I urge you to consider that the above referenced area be 
persanenatly Gedicated to the beachgoing public. 


Beane you ror your attention to this matter. 
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Robert Coffman he 


Boietake St. #5 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY ROBERT COP PMAN 
201 LAKE STREET #5, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 
the top of the proposed parking structure will be deternined 


at a later date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


State agencies. 


FRANK CHAMBERS & MINNIE CHAMBERS 
2VA462 PACIFE LC COAST HCW iE 7 
HUNTINGTON BEACH CA. 92648 
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duntington Beach Ca. 92648 


Horch Of pLer Cesource 
antory and general 
ant plan 


MEN 


Aa concerned citizens of the city of Huntington Beach ne would like to 
esant the following conditions for inclusion in tne plan for the "North of - 
he plier parking structure: 


< . 

Thea top leval of the structure snal be dedicated forever ag a pack. tne 
atructure shall be designed so that the top surface will be at least one foot 
balow the level of pacific coast highway and will not obstruct the view of the 
ocean Ero 


m the sidewalk on Pacific Coast Highway 


Very Truly Yours 
Frank Chambers 


tek tine 


Minnie Chambers 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY FRANK AND MINNIE CHAMBERS 
21462 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY #97, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 


the top of the proposed parking structure will be determined 


at a later date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 
state agencies. 
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327 SEVENTH STREET 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA. 92648 


August 25, 1987 


dr. Hal Simmons 

Planning Cepartinent, City of Huntington Beach 
CaoreGrty. Gierk. FOR? THE RECORD 

200 Main Street 

Huntington deach,Ca. 92643 


Re: Land adjacent to, and on the north side of the pier 


Dear Mr. Simmons, 


For the record, I remain totaliy against any development on the 
ocean side of Pacific Coast Highway. However, since plans are in 
the making for a parking structure on the beach, [ am writing in 
favor, of two conditions: 


1. The entire top of the narking structure should be 
dedicated, forever, as a park. 


2. The top of said structure should de at least one foot 


below Pacific Coast Highway, so as not to obstruct the 
view. 


The quality of life has declined greatly since I moved here 27 


years ago. The good things I moved to Huntington Beach for no 
longer exist. 


Let's start thinking about “optimum", rather than “max imum" 
development. Let's start thinking about the families, and the 
concerned citizens wno live here, rather than how to attract 
more tourists, and where they park. 


Sincerely, 


Tika Uns 


Roger Anderson 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY ROGER ANDERSON 
327 7TH STREET, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 
Ehe too of the “proposed ‘parking structure will” be deternined 
at «a later date by. the City of Huntington, Beach and various 


state agencies. 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY ARCHIE AND JOANNE KESSELL 


Set 7a SIREET, 


These comments 


HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 


RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


essentially support 


and do not warrant a response. 


the proposed general plan 
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17422 Lido Lane 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
August 28, 1987 


Mr. Hal Simmons 

Planning Department 
Huntington Beach City Hall 
2600 Main Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


- 


dear Mr. Simmons, 


Having lived in Huntington Beach for nineteen years, and been active with many 
orjanizations interested in city planning during that time, [ am writing to ex- 


ee my concern for the development proposed north of the Huntington Seach 
Piar, 


Curing the summer weekends there is certainly a need for additional parking 

near the beach for beachgoers, and the multi-level parking structure proposed 

north of the pier would help meet that need. But over 80 percent of the year there 
is no such need. A parking garage that conceals the cars is certainly advantageous 
to the exposed one-level parking lots that presently exist, and is more efficient 
use of surface area. However, I urge that the design of that parking structure 

be required to (1) be one meter or more below the grade level of Pacific Coast 
Hignway, and (2) that the top of the structure be retained for ail the future 

as open space for the public, that no buildings of any sort be permitted on top. 


This would allow all to have the visual and physical access to enjoy the oceanfront 
--those driving along Pacific Coast Highway, those reaching the coast from tne 

“Main Street corridor, and those wanting to picnic, stroll, or sit and enjoy our 
special piece of nature without getting into the sand. This would provide a good 
location for a large number of people to view pier-side activities that occasionally 
occur. There will be quite enough visual obstruction of the ocean, and enough 
commercialization with the shops of various sorts, restaurants, restrooms, and 

more parking, etc., in the new construction approved south of the pier. 


This visible, usable, open beach is such a unique resource here in Southern Cali- 
fornia, that IT MUST NOT BE TAKEN AWAY FROM ALL THE PEOPLE WHO ENJOY IT--those of 
us fortunate enough to live here, and the thousands who visit. 


On a slightly different issue--the building of new concession stands along the 

beach between the pier and Goldenwest appears to have reasonable controls in the 
size, separation, and location of the structures to meet the needs of the beachgoers, 
to increase the use of the waterfront north of the pier and the apartments, and 

yet not detract significantly from the recreational uses of the sand beach. 


Please continue to consider the interests and needs of the majorit of the people. 
we all want to continue enjoying our 8 mile open stretch of the Pacific Ocean and 
its prime sandy beach. 


Sincerely, = cc: Grace Winchell, City Council 

See raaede 4 aN Vic Leipzig, Planning Commission 

17 het aul « Curihy Betty Kennedy, Community Services Con. 
Margaret A. Carlberg Dean Albright, Environmental Board 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY MARGARET A. CARLBERG 
17422 LIDO LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 


Phe too of the oroposed parking structure wtll be determined 


at a later date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


neteest®ro. the beach Tareal lisCcainquidangayno Wicy byneaia tie 
Git shaceneral. Plan, Locai Coastal “Plain; — Won eonD Soecit fic 
Plan and the subject general plan. 


Comment received with no response necessary. 
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rhe September 2, 1987 
Mike Adana 

Planning Department 
C/O City Clerk (for the record) ee a ee 
2900 Main-St. me 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


T an writing in reference to the North Of The Pier Resource 
Inventory and General Plan (Development Plan). Any plane to use 
thie area for development must be discontinued. Such plans would 
destroy one of the beat California coastlines in addition to 
dlocking the coastal view from Pacific Coast Highway. Furthermore, 
any development on the beach aide of Pacific Coast Highway would 


not be in the best interests of either the general HUO LLC TOL of © 
Huntington Beach citizens. 


urge you to conagider that the above referenced area be : 
ermanently dedicated to the beachgoing public: 


= 
L 
5 
re 


Popes you for your attention to this matter. 
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LEE T. CARLETON 
REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER 


32 W!LDOWOOO CIRCLE 


MUNTINGTON BFACH. CALIFORNIA 02646 (714) 836.7888 


Puguat 26, 1987 
ry Hal Sun morn 

Penn ay Cu eae: 

Booty, Cea kk , TA. recnd 

Beta coc DS ee 

etl TS a faract, CA G16Y¥S 


Pad 1 Teenie og Pear Vesna ee arnt Pa venterg Te 
Se ee 

ee eee. Dewebe at (sda ye 

Ee Se 


4) 2 Qnre 
er ee preceoes, Co al pang 
Ca Cee Vane Our tle ted Ce alt cae J 


Wn RES) 
Ores auppint thy ea es f° 
Lh es eee os a 
Ahn Topp Behe The Binet ef Poerfee Comat eG 
PO nec cleh pti 


V aad Conpitr olemn tvrll te af pre teal 


ViCTA JAAD TF Sa 
NISMO 04 Sih OO ORASTAARA Sa - 


reds Shits . Co 4 hen Besaia Sotws vie geie, lin 
f] iy SJ Po 
~~ ee re Sus MOA e UOT Onet ee, 


a ma | 
WOPY SS FS ct 
+ - 
mar 7. 
\ we apd 2 ie Dy 
i ‘ \ 


teat! Yn 3 ea tt seh 


‘aot aA oan 4 ; SS a8 a\> ; 


ae Spd (earthen SAM ) Ree og 1] a 
-h a ees x ma sa sky tere Tig GY > pe ta F 


ry 
2 
. Ls NAS on a 
i” oe 
v Oa a as : - 
s 


— 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY LEE T. CARLTON 
8132 WILDWOOD CIRCLE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


This comment has been received. Ultimate design and use of 


the top of the proposed parking structure will be determined 


at a later date by the City of Huntington Beach and various 


state agencies. 


Oe CALIFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENT 


nao fae 


PARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 


BOX 2390 


MENTO 95811 
> (916) 445-2358 


HUNTINGTON BEACH 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 


a eee 


P). Box ieJ 


SEP 1 8 G87 7 . Huntington Beach, CA 92546 


Mr. Hal Simmons, Associate Planner 
Department of Community Development 
City of 4untington Beach 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Dear Mr. Simmons: 


Tne Department of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the amendment. 
comments follow: 


rile a) ae 


nh 


Loe 
. 


(oa) 
e 


The document should be clearly titled as a General Plan Amendment, as 
identified in the Operating Agreement. 
Tae restaurant Site 13 not. in accord with Exhibit: “D> of the. agreemenc, 


The Environmental Impact Element does not adequately address the concerns 
identified in this Department's response to the Notice of Preparation. 


The parking structure as depicted in the "Pierside" development may not 
allow public views of the beach and ocean from the Pacific Coast Highway. 


The property was acquired with the assistance of the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. The conditions of this purchase may not permit the 
use of these lands for private commercial parking. The amount of parking 
appears to be in excess of that reasonably needed for beach use. 


The project includes a parking structure and other parking areas on the 
seaward side of Pacific Coast Highway. The document does not include any 
background material on the risks to these developments from ocean action 
or any history of storm damage or wave run-up. 


More specific comments on the "Resource Inventory" and "Resource Element” 
follow: 


Resource Inventory 


On page 16, the inclusion of Public Resources Code Sections on State Parks and 
State Recreation Areas is not relevant to the unit. The appropriate 

PRC Section is 5019.56, for both the general discussion of State Recreation 
Units and the discussion under (c) State Beaches. 


10 


las 


Mr. Hal Simmons 
Page 2 


StP 1 § S87 


pg. I-l. References to project site former]: being Bolsa Chica State Beach 


and change in responsibility (operating agreement) constituting a 
reclassification are incorrect. 


DO 
wo 


H-7 Flood Prone Areas. Information on flooding frequency of parking lot 
Sy Storm waves is needed, 


Geology Section. We have questions about the validity of 


information, evaluation, and recommendations provided in this 
Section. 


tba : ; 

Gg. 0-12 subsidence. Discussion of past and potential future subsidence of 
project area needs to be expanded. Amount of subsidence mentioned 
In text does not appear to correlate with Figure G-6. 


og. 6-20 Coastal Erosion. The material provided under this subheading is 
seriously lacking in information. For example, no information is 
provided on present rate of bluff erosion, measures already taken to 
minimize bluff retreat and their effectiveness, beach sand 
denletion, etc. Coastal erosion information and analysis is the 
most crucial resource issue that needs to be addressed in coastal 
UNG esi 


pg. 5-5 Sand Supply. Information provided is inadequate. No assessment is 
made of historic beach sand resource vs. present and future. Only 


annual regional and delivery data from three major rivers is 
provided. 


Resource Element 


pat The purpose of a Resource Element is not just "to preserve, enhance, 
and encourage the recreation use of the unit". A more balanced 
statement is needed. 


pgs. 1 The text incorrectly refers to the project site as formerly Bolsa 
Re i5 Chica State Beach and states that the operating agreement between 
the State and City "constitutes" a reclassification. The project 
site is still part of Bolsa Chica State Beach and has not been 
reclassified. It appears that the project proponent desires to 
split off and rename the project area from Bolsa Chica State Beach. 
If this is the proposal, it should be clearly stated. 


Dgsii2,  textuotethe first three pages), and the map on page 25 (Figure 3) 
23, 24 all imply that 106 condominium units are located on State land. 
& 25 This should be checked. 


eepees) Replace first sentence with the following: "The purpose of this 
Resource Element is to establish long-range goals and policies 
necessary to protect and perpetuate the natural, cultural, and 
recreational resource values for which the unit was established.” 
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Information On constraints related to flooding by wave and tidal 
action and erosion needs to be greatly expanded. 


The ethnographic and historic background section appears to be 
well done, although it is fairly long considering the absence of 
physical cultural resources or significant historical activity in 
the amended area. 


Reference to the State Park classification is not pertinent and 
Should be deleted. 


The proposed Declaration of Purpose should be deleted and raplacead 
with the following: 


The purpose of Bolsa Chica State Beach is to make available to 
the people, for their benefit and enjoyment, the scenic, 
natural, cultural, and recreational resources of the ocean 
beach and related uplands. 


Management of the unit shall be to preserve and protect public 
opportunities for ocean beach-oriented recreation in a 
Nign-quality environment. 


If this project area’ is solit off from Bolsa Chica State Seach, the 
new name adopted by the State Park and Recreation Commission should 
be substituted. 


Zone of Primary Interest. Replace paragraph with the following: 


A zone of primary interest is that area outside the unit in 
which land use and development changes could adversely impact 
the resources of the unit. This area includes adjacent City of 
Huntington Beach, the Pacific Coast Highway, and offshore 
areas. Of particular concern would be any adjacent development 
that would impact parking in the unit for State Beach users. 


Reference to Resource Management Plan (PRC Section §002.2) is 
incorrect. 


Topography Hazard Mitigation. This policy should be relocated to 
the Operations Element. 


Geologic Hazard Mitigation. Policy should be relocated to 
Operations Element. 


Replace section on Monitoring of Geologic Hazard with the following: 
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Add t 


23 


Monitoring Erosion and Sand Loss 


Beach erosion and seacliff retreat have been recognized as 
Serious threats to facilities and use of coastal units of the 
State Park System. Better baseline information on erosion 
rates and coastal geological hazards is needed to plan for 
appropriate land use, resource management, and visitor safety. 


Policy: A monitoring program shall be established to 
document: 1) block falls on and adjacent to beach, 

2) landslides, 3) gully development, 4) pavement cracks or 
building cracks from differential settlement or subsurface 
movements, and 5) beach elevation and width. The program 
should include the comparison of historical and recent aerial 
photos, ground photos with explanations (date, time, tide 
status), and installation of permanent monuments, if necessary. 


he following: 
Coastal Erosion 


Following several years of significant storm damage in many 
coastal State Park System units, the Department adopted a 
policy for coastal erosion on October 24, 1984. The intent of 
the policy is to avoid construction of new permanent facilities 
in’ areas subject ‘ta coastalterosion, unless the rrsk of lossiis 
clearly offset by the need for the facility, and to promote the 
use of expendable or movable facilities in erosion prone 

areas. The policy reads as follows: 


The Department of Parks and Recreation shall avoid construction 
of new structures and coastal facilities in areas subject to 
ocean wave erosion, seacliff retreat, and unstable cliffs, 
unless specific determinations have been made that the risk. On 
loss of the facility is clearly offset by the investment and 
need for the facility. Measures shall be taken to minimize 
human induced erosion by reducing: concentrated surface runoff 
from use areas, elevated groundwater levels from irrigation and 
urbanization, and surface disturbance of blufftop soils. In 
recognition of California's actively eroding coastline, new 
structures and facilities located in areas known to be subject 
to ocean wave erosion, seacliff retreat, or unstable blu f fs 
shall be expendable or movable. Structural protection and 
reprotection of developments shall be allowed only when the 
cost of protection is commensurate with the value (physical and 
intrinsic) of the development to be protected, and when it can 
be shown that the protection will not negatively affect the 
beach or the near-shore environment. 
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og. 19 


24 


25 


Delete General Erosion Control section. 


Add the following: 


Bluff Setbacks 


That seacliff retreat is an Ongoing process should be taken 
into consideration when designing and placing facilities near 
bluff edges. To protect investments in facilities, minimize 
the need for coastline protective devices, and assure public 
safety, it is a sound principle to establish setback zones-- 
both "zones of exclusion", where facility development is 
preciuded, and “zones of demonstration", where facility 


development is allowable if stability and geologic suitability 
can be demonstrated. 


Policy: A zone of exclusion shall be established to include 
the base, face, and top of all bluffs extending inland to a 
plane formed by a 45-degree angle from the horizontal at the 
base of the bluff. No new structures shall be constructed 
within this zone unless they are either movable or expendable. 
Existing facilities may remain in use subject to regular 
inspections. A zone of demonstration shall be established in 
the unit to extend inland from the zone of exclusion to the 
intersection of the ground surface with a plane inclined 

20 degrees from the horizontal from the toe to the blu ft. 


Add the following: 


Shoreline Protection Devices 


Although structural protection measures are not consistent with 
the general objectives for resource management within the State 
Park System, in certain circumstances, when the public facility 
is of greater necessity and importance than the natural 
resources which may be negatively affected, structural 
protective measures May be appropriate. 


Policy: Structural protection measures shall be undertaken 
only if non-structural measures (i.e., relocation Of facility, 
setback, redesign, or beach replenishment) are not feasible. 
If a protective structure is constructed (i.e., riprap at the 
base of the seawall or construction of a new seawall), the 
structure shall not: 


1. Significantly reduce or restrict beach access; 
2.  Adversely affect shoreline processes and sand supply; 
3 Significantly increase erosion on adjacent properties; 


26 


30 


31 


32 
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4, Be placed further than necessary from the development 


requiring protection; or 
a Create a significant visual intrusion. 
og. 20 Esthetic Resources. Add after first sentence in policy, All new 
b] 
developments shall be designed to maintain existing scenic views of 
ocean and shoreline fram the Pacific Coast Highway. 


Oi] wells are mentioned in sections on ownership, history, and 


esthetic resources, but are 10t mentioned in the one policy on 
esthetic resources’. 


BOK In the third paragraph, replace “state park" with "State Beach". 


The first sentence under Cultural Resources in the policy sections is 
difficult to understand: “The unit is within a large geographical entity that 
does not contain significant cultural/historical resources." Does this again 
infer, as mentioned above, a belief that the project lands are to be separated 
from Bolsa Chica State Beach and separately Classifred? 


Land Use and Facilities Element 


Area 1, comprised of low bluff and wide gentle sloped deach, is the only 
section of the shoreline within the City limit that motorists on PCH may have 
a view down to the beach and the ocean shoreline. The proposed parking 
structure, extending 200 feet from the edge of PCH and at the same level with 
PCH, blocks fran view everything that is below the highest edge of the 
structure, including the entire view of beach and ocean as it is now visible. 


pg. 26 Land Use and Facilities Element did not mention the capacities of 
the proposed parking structure and commercial (food) pad. This 
gives no basis for the reviewers to make comment. 


Og. 0 Area 1, Add to the first sentence _,.existing parking lot site, 
consistent with Esthetic Resource Policy. 


while providing for “active (volleyball, basketball, etc.) 


recreation" is appropriate in a Vocalspark, %t° 1s, no appropriate in 
a State Beach. 


a3 Combine second and third items as follows. Provide for concession 


area as part of parking structure to replace, in kind, existing 
concession stand for State Beach area. 


concession stance Ct 2. 


Nddwas clas Lem Consider surf museum after the Department of Parks 


34 and Recreation makes regional or statewide assessment of need and 


appropriateness of location. 
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35 


3? 


If a surfing museum is proposed, then such items as thematic 
approach, appropriate locations, who is going to pay for it (the 
Department has a policy of not funding specific industry museums), 
should be detailed in the Interpretive Element. 


The interpretive themes do not cover several important topics such 
as: 


a. Cultural History - The flow of history from Native American to 
Hispanic to American period and how Bolsa Chica became a unit 
of the State Park System. The story of oil discovery in the 
region and early coastal recreation is similarly overlooked. 

bd. 


Natural History - Topics of interest may include how a beach is 
created, sand movement and replenishment, ocean tides and 
currents, shore birds, etc. 


Area II. Add to the last sentence, "“Droyvide for concessions 
directly related to beach use activities. 


Unresolved Plannina/Environmental Issues. Add after first paragraph: 


In Area I there is a potential parking conflict between State 
Beach users and others visiting adjacent areas. A parking plan 
that maximizes the parking opportunities for beach users will 
need to be approved by the Department prior to construction of 
the parking facility at the State Beach. 


Change last line to read: 


It is necessary to monitor this erosion in order to determine 
proper siting, consistent with bluff setback and shoreline 
erosion policies, for future improvements. 


Paragraph 3, under Traffic/Circulation of EIR section (parking 
structure), approximately 500 cars is misleading because it does not 
conform to the actual count of the drawings provided by the City of 
Huntington Beach which propose 1,400 cars. 


The "State Beach General Plan" as proposed by the City of Huntington 
Beach requires serious consideration concerning the amount of 
parking provided. 


The beach is, of course, the natural resource to be accessed by the 
public, so it follows that the beach's capacity for accommodating 
people should be the basis for the amount of parking provided. 
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The typical max imum standard used by this Department for 
recreational carrying capacity on Southern California beaches is 
100 sf/person. Most of our beaches never reach this density. 


Higher density may adversely affect public safety because the use of 
rescue and patrol vehicles becomes restrictive. 


The 100 sf/person standard occurs within the first 100 feet from the 
water. Beach user density further than 100 feet from the water is 
drastically reduced. Such areas are either unused except for 
walking across to get near the water or used for volleyball, 
baseball, and other informal sports and games. This lesser density 
will probably average less than 1,000 sf per person. 


The “Area I" beach is 900 feet in length and 300 feet wide. The 
beach recreation capacity would be 90,000 sf at 100 s*/person plus 
180,000 sf at 1,000 sf/person or 900 + 180 or 1,080 people. 

1,080 people at three people per car would require 360 cars if 
everyone who came to the beach came in a car and parked at the 
beach. To encourage bus, bicycle, automobile drop-off, and walking 
transportation, somewhat fewer cars would be accommodated by good 


planning. 
A three level parking structure along the 900 lineal feet of 
° "Area I" beach will park 1,400 vehicles or 4,200 people at 3 people 


per car. This is nearly four times the capacity of the maximum 


standard of the carrying capacity for State Beaches in Southern 
California. 


Sincerely, 
VM ax: Pe 


{) bes McCargo 
Chief Deputy Director 


Y-3217L 
cc: Mr. Henry R. Agonia Mr. Ross T.. Henry 
Mr. Jack V. Harrison Mr. Bruce Kranz 
Mr. Richard G. Rayburn Mr. Thomas Miller, District Superintendent 
Mr. Kenneth L. Mitchell Orange Coast District 
Ms. Jackie Deuschie 
Mr. Keith L. Demetrak Mr. Ronald McCullough 
Mr. Robert 0. Cates Regional Director 
Mr. Roberto P. Vellanoweth Southern Region 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY LES MCCARGO, CHIEF DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 23, 1987 


l. This comment is accepted and the final document will be 
amended as noted. 


tO 
. 


The General Plan proposes the location and conceptual design 
of uses and structures, respectively. Final design and 
elevations of any structures shall be determined by the Ciry 
of Huntington Beach, various state agencies and through 


PuDLLeG Participation. 


3. This 1S a General comment and no response 1s necessary. 

4. Refer to Response #2 

Se inere is no’ intent Of designating any proposed parking tor 
“private commercial parking.” All proposed parking is 


intended to replace on-street parking that will be removed 
when the widening project occurs. This 1S primarily “for 


beacn trartic. 


6. No significant “storm damage or wave run up" has been 
recorded for similar structure in the vicinity. The 
adjacent residential structures, which extended closer to 
the mean high tide mark than the proposed parking structure 
has not suffer any significant ocean storm damage with the 
exception of periodic flooding within the subterreanean 
parking area. The municipal pier has sustained damage over 
the past 70 years from wave action. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) has established that the subject 
site is within Zone V - areas of 100-year coastal flood with 
velocity (wave action); base flood elevations flood hazard 


factors not determined. Risk will be reduced through con- 
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10. 


tie 


Struction pursuant to FEMA's criteria, City of Huntington 
Beach Building Code and the County of Orange Coastal 


Floodplain Management Guidelines. 


Comment accepted and final document will incorporate the 


pertinent sections. 


Comment accepted and final document wi JUMe@incorporate Bike 


pertinent sections. 


Refer to Response #¢ G: This  intormattone as) 2been 


incorporated into The Resource Element. 


The wCuidelines) £5) "kesource Documentation (1984) published 
by the Department of Parks and Recreation state that the 
GBology Section “...should, at a minimum, meet the require- 


menmen toe wethe = "Board™ of” Registration efor Geologiststland 


Geopnysreists.” There is no specified requirement for wa 
registered geologist. All authors' resumes are on file For 
review. 


Figure G-6 is a general overview of the area while the text 
focuses on the specific unit. There is no conflict between 


the figure and the text. 


At the time of the preparation of the resource documenta- 
tion, no Current “study existed that adequately described 
bluff erosion and_= sand depletion as these environmental 
issues pertain to the Specific as referred to in Comment 
No 22s The existing program of beach replenishment 
(Anderson Street) was noted in the General Plan Amendment. 
Stem sa  specit re Sscudy would require approximately 18 to 24 
months to complete. These U.Se. CObGrsacurren Shy preparing a 
specific study for the Dana Point: area. However, the COE 
wiltenotoaunitiate «a similar study for the Huntington Beach 


area for approximately two years. 
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It has been recommended to the Gity of Hunting consBbeach that 
a coastal Serosion analysis, specifically addressing the 
bluff area, be prepared prior to final plan development for 
the proposed bike trail and parking areas. 

Nese Preservation, enhancement and accessibility to an existing 
resource is the primary intent of the general plan 
amendment. The reciprocal would Ce ~ change “Inwse. 


negligence and limited access. 


14. Refer to Response # l. 


15. Futher investigation reveals that these residential units 


are actually a stock cooperative with ownership in common. 


16. Comment accepted and will be incorporated into final 
document. 


17. Refer to Response # 6. 
18. No response is warranted. 


19. Comment accepted and will be incorporated into the final 


document. 


20. Comment accepted and will be incorporated into. che s tinal 


document. 


21. Comment accepted and will be incorporated into the final 


document. 


22. Comments accepted and will be incorporated into “the “fimal 


document. 
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24. 


2s 


tO 
~J 


28. 


Zoi 


30. 


These are general comments that can be incorporated into the 
final document. 


These are general comments that can be incorporated into the 


final document. 


These are general comments that can be incorporated into the 


final document. 


Thais comment is establishing a broad policy that which che 
Creve Cor Hunting ton Beach “has ) yet 7) toe “smake wea finiae 


determination. Therefore, is is “not ~“aDProOpr vateum sco 


incorporate the comment into the General Plan at this time. 


The existing oil wells will be reduced or removed in, tne 
Hect steny "tO. bilftecn | years. There. LS. a, currence) ciey 
ordinance which requires screening for oil wells. The 
Resource Inventory (p. E-l) does note that the oil wells are 


negative esthetics features. 


Comment accepted and will be incorporated into the final 


document. 
The paragraph should read as follows: 


The unit is within a larger geographical entity which 
contains significant cultural historical resources that have 
been documented in other studies. However, there are no 


known archaeological or paleontological Sites ‘wLthin. -the 
UPI iey. 


Please refer to Response # 26. 


The General Plan Amendment addressed conceptual land uses in 
proposed locations. The final design and capacity of any 
Structure is not known at this time. A significant amount 


of public comment and input has been received regarding this 


(7O100-RTC4/Misc. 9) she (10/14/87) 


a 


Batis 


area and the proposed uses. This participation process has 
assisted in forming preliminary parameters that will 
eventually lead to construction drawings. At that time, 


further environmental review may be warranted. 


Comment accepted and will be incorporated into the final 
document. 


Comment vaccepted and. will “be “incorporated “into “final 
document. 


This. was sa. concept that swaspiinitdated iduring ather pubiac 
participation that was originated by an interest group. A 
regio nal. assessment ot need and appropriateness of 
location" will occur at a later date and be submitted to the 


State Department of Parks and Recreation for review. 
This portion of the document has been amended as noted. 


Comments accepted and have been incorporated Ly tOw celine 


document. 


This portion of the document has been expanded to include 
"worst case" scenarios. These parking generation figures 
are accepted as valid. It should be noted that the Coastal 
Commission has encouraged the replacement of the on-street 
Pacific Coast Highway (PCH) parking at a one-to-one basis on 
the ocean side of PCH. Additionally, limiting the amount of 
parking in this area will not have a correlating reduction 
on the amount of beach destination traffic. Other parking 
sites, could be identified. However, such siting may 
increase pedestrian/vehicular conflict (PCH) “and decrease 
tigas bac movement efficiency by creating additional 


destination points adjacent to PCH. 
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their hearing and taking actions on same pri 


HUNTINGTON BEACH 


OEE MOMENT compara 15271 Nottingham Lane 
hac Huntington Beach, Ca. 92647 
aR goed Home Telephone (714) 897-3994 
Business Telephone (213) 431-7040 
P U eee) 
Huntington Beach, CA 926.44 September 21, 1987 
RE: Bolsa Chica General Plan and Environmental 


Impact Element of the State Beach Planning Unit 
dated August 1987 


The Environmental Impact Statement by its text incorporates 

a number of City documents by reference but makes no statement 
on Page 33 as to the consistancy of said documents. Discussion 
of inconsistancies should be included as indicated by valid 
festimeny received at the Planning Commission hearing on 
September 15th. Whe abr ity or tne public to comment on this 
and referenced documents has been seriously prejudiced by PCS 
having been transmitted to the State agencies prior to local 
hearings and approvals. lt has been further prejudiced by 
the Huntington Beach Planning Commission holding and closing 
tor ita “the chos tng 
of the comment period. 


Ciayestarr Nas rarsed tire defense that a pre-hearing workshop 
was held earlier. The fact is that only a four page outine 
was available for comment and staff has not provided any listing 


of notification of interested parties. 


The page 35 reference back to page 23 for Project Description 
and information on the surrounding area /eaves much Mek Le eX-, 
imagination. It could be much more SOCChT 1 Ce Information should 
be included summarizing what the City plans incicude for rature 
uses downcoast of and incoast of the unit. Namely the Pierside 
Village and the County's Bolsa Chica Land Use Plan should be 
shamamied. badentionsostathe: Boll sauChicadaivearfhagk, approved 

in concept in 1977,to link the Bolsa Chica State Beach with 

the Central City Park should be included. The planned visitor 
serving hotels and motels included in the surrounding commercial! 
uses should be summarized. 


[Also on page <22. there is mention of State ownership of beach 
condo property which I believe to be inaccurate. J 


The page 27 reference for provision of concessions in Area takes 
(now modified by the Planning Commission) and any like it should 
be more specific as to whether these are fast food, restaurant, 
bicycle rental or unbrella operations. The lack of specificity 
is apparent here and throughout the document. 


Page 35 references back to various other sections of the general 
plan leaves the reader without a clear picture from the provided 
2 paragraph description of the Environmental setting. Trying to 
critique and suggest improvements is made most difficult. [ts 
like trying to hit a moving target. At the minimum this. paragraph 
should acknowledge the proximity of the beach unit to the State 


10 


11 


\\ 


Page Two, Faber Comment to Bolsa chica State Beach General! 
Plan and Environmental Impact Element. 


Ecological Reserve and the high level of use of same by migratory 


water fowl! and shorebirds which feed on the edge of the shoreline 
within the state beach unit. 


The section on Noise (page 36) should acknowledge that 
Area II! jis impacted by of! well re-drilling operations and 
helicopter traffic in and out of the helipad located just inland. 


The traffic/Circulation section fails to acknowledge the 
proposal to replace beach recreational parking places (approx. 
a0) being displaced by the Pierside | project just downcoast 
on City property in the parking structure north of the pier 
when they have an adjacent City owned parce! immediately down- 
coast of Pierside that could be utilized for this purpose. 


No mitigation #s proposed to accomplish lifting the Trap tey 
parking caused runorlr Crom one parking structure(s) and or 
parking strips on the lower road. These being below PCH grade 
level will frow out onto the beach unless proper mitigation 


Ps specifically demanded. (See pg 34 inadequate language and 
absence of language on page 37. 


The page 40 discussion of Plans and Zoning begs the issue in 
stating that the proposed State General Plan for the beach 
is consistant with the Huntington Beach Specific Plan for the 
ared. The real question should be whether the proposed plan 


meets the statewide purposes appropriate to a State owned 
property dedicated to public use. 


Page 4! section on Commercialization is vague. It fails to 
describe the intended level and nature of proposed commercialism. 
Are we talking high priced restaurants in-the futdreor are 

we talking bicycle rentals, sailboards, etc. The paragraph is 

a contradiction. First it says the area could be used for 

higher commerical intensity, then it cautions against same. 


Page 4] (Short-Term....) makes the statement that the general 
plan is essentially an extention of the existing uses. That 
statement is inaccurate as to Area | General Plan facilities 
(as proposed before modification be the HB Planning Commission). 


Page 4! Growth Inducing Impacts... section is inadequate without 
stating the intensity of the changes (upzoning) in the residential 
community that will come to be under the HB Downtown Specific 

Plan. While the General Plan (as modified) will not have 

growth inducing impacts, plans for the surrounding growth 

fre Pee ons should be Piscussed. (1-¢- P! ane hote!s & motels 


Suggestions for additons, corrections and deletions from other parts 


of the General Plan as such has been 


incorporated by reference. 


Plant Life Pg@After No rare and endangered plants have been 
PoUnamimithewunit. “Adds.etne remnant native species that 
exist help support migrating shorebirds. 


Add an entire section jin Animal Life to describe the shore 


birds that move back and forth between the Bolsa Chica wetlands 
and the shoreline for dawn and dusk feeding. The Bolsa Chica 


Wetlands host daily populations of more than 10,000 migrating 
& over wintering birds euch year. 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY LORRAINE FABER, 
12571 NOTTINGHAM LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 25, 1987 


The Environemental Impact Element is prepared in order .oCO 
Satisty; sinespart,; the California Enviornmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). As authorized by Section 15150 of the CEQA 
Guidelines, the referenced documents are incorporated by 
reference because of the consistency of addressed issues. 
The issue of "valid testimony" as it relates to the 


consistency/inconsistency issue is an opinion. 


An expanded discussion of the downtown redevelopment project 


has been incorporated into the document. 
The type of concession is undetermined at this time. 


The degree of specificity is determined by the stage of the 
process. The proposed General Plan Amendment is a 
conceptual land use document. Subsequent and detailed 
environment review can occur at a latter date when the 


conceptual uses are defined with greater accuracy. 


The issue of mitigatory birds are well documented in the 


noted documents incorporated by reference. 
Comment acknowledged and noted in final document. 


The transfer of parking spaces from the south side of the 
pier (tos ene snorch side of the pier is not intended nor 
Optic aa ly acknowledged and, therefore, cannot be 


substantiated. 


The final design and size of the proposed parking structure 


has not been determined. Therefore, the amount of storm 
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water runoff cannot be determined. The EIE establishes a 


mitigation measure for this anticipated (though not expected 
to be significant) impact. 


The proposed General Plan Amendment appears to be consistent 
with state and local policies. 


These sections are mandated alternatives to be noted 


pursuant) to "CEQA. The sections are not intended to advocate 


amystLormecor intensity of use. 


The section is inadequate if the unit involved these 
areas. However, it does not and open space/recreation is 


not a substantial growth inducing use in and of itself. 


The remaining comments are recommendations Lor the 
documents. They are accepted and _ incorporated where 


consistent with the remainder of the proposed General Plan 
Amendment. 
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OF CAUFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY 


‘ 


VCURUC UTURAMQIAN, Govermars 
a 


ARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 


24S W. Broadway, Suite 350 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4467 
Qys S20=—5203 


September 15, 1987 


Hal Simmons 


City or Huntington Beach 
2000 Main Street 


Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Dear Mr. Simmons: 


We nave reviewed the State Beach General Plan and related 
documents for the project known as the State Beach -Gilcy of 
Huntington Beach (SCH 87070811). It is our understanding that the 
project site was formerly a portion of the Bolsa Chica State Beach 
but now the City of Huntington Beach (City) has assumed 


responsibility of this area from the State of California. 


This 
has resulted in reclassification of the subject site. The subject 
site is located between the Huntington Beach Municipal Pier and 


the City’s northerly municipal boundaries, a distance of 
approximately 2.3 miles in length and encompassing apprcximately 
190 acres. The City plans to continue its recreational 
improvements from Coldenwest Street to the northerly municipal 
° boundary which is now devoid of improvements. We have the 
following comments for your consideration. 


The document is inadequate in that the wildlife values were not 

thoroughly assessed. Wildlife usage is a function of tides, time 
7 of year, weather conditions, and human disturbance factors. With 

these factors in mind, the area would reveal a much larger 


abundance and diversity of wildlife (mostly shorebirds) when 
conditions are ideal. 


The Department recognizes that development of the beach for 
recreational use between the pier and Bolsa Chica State Beach 
would be desirable for beach users. However, we recommend that 
the sand dune area between the south boundary of Bolsa Chica State 
Beach and the metered parking on the bluff along Pacific Coast 

2 Highway be developed as a natural area for native migratory and 
resident water-associated birds, such as the endangered California 
least tern which use the beach area for foraging and roosting 
activities. Since parking is currently limited, this stretch of 
yeach does not receive the heavy impact of human use as compared 


tO beaches to the north and south. Also, the stee Crates, 

especially at high tide, limit further beach relabed:.recreational 

use. pe “GX 
kes 


hers a. 
55 ae = : NE 
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Mr. Simmons WA September 15, 1987 


Regarding landscaping plans, we recommend that only native 
California plants be used. Invasion of exotic plants is a problem 
at Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve, and non-native wildlife are 
also encouraged by non-native vegetation. 


The bicycle path would not have a negative impact on a potential 
designated natural wildlife area and could provide: an 

interpretive/educational function with proper fencing and 
placement of interpretive signs. . 


Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this 
project. Department Wildlife Management personnel are available 
to meet with City planning starf to discuss a potential plan 
design. If you have any questions, please contact TeeeeheeSpeur ls 
of our Environmental Services starf at (2130959049127. 


Sincerely, 


A 
Ce ae Y 
- a/ . vr memes 
Fred Worthley “~ 


Regional Manager 
Region 5 


ce: ESD, Sacramento 
State Clearinghouse 
E. Burkett 
R. Hein 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY FRED WORTHLEY, 
CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME, 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 22, 1987 


Unsess me tdeal (conditions "are: “realized, any wildlife 
observation and analysis would be inadequate. This was 
noted by the biologist performing the biology (animal and 
plant life) section of the resource inventory. However, the 
biotic characteristics of the unit as well as the surround- 
ing area, is well documented in the referenced environmental 
reports specifically regarding the Bolsa Chica Wetlands EIR 
and the Pacific Coast Highway Widening Project EIS. 


This is a sound recommendation; and although the referenced 
area is technically outside of the unit, the General Plan 


Amendment will reflect these comments. 


Comment received and noted. 
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_ § California 


Business, Transportation and Housing Agency 


/ 
/emorandum 


r 


From 


Subrect : 


EXECUTIVE OFFICER Date September 9, 1987 
Office of Planning & Research 
State Clearinghouse File No.: 


IGR 

State Beach 

City of Huntington 
Beach SCH# 87070811 


1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


W. B. BALLANTINE ~ District 7 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


Project Review Comments 


CALTRANS has reviewed the Resource Inventory for the State Beach 
General Plan. CALTRANS will not be a Responsible Agency for this 
project, however, the resulting increase in trafticewitieatcece 


Pacific Cost Highway (State Route 1) which serves the project 
area. 


Your inventory has identified the possible change in vehicular 


circulation patterns and mitigation measures which appear to be 
sufficient. 


We would anticipate continued coordination between our agencies 


regarding land use development and relationships to our 
transportation system. 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Any Future 


correspondence should be referred to Ronald Kosinski (213) 
620-3755). 


ncn 
W. B.-BALLANTINE, Chief 
Environmental Planning Branch 
meansportation District 7 
Clearinghouse Coordinator 
Por information, contact Al Fisher 
(ATSS) 640-3935 or (213) 620-3935 


Attachment 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY J.B. BALLANTINE 
CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 22, 1987 


These comments are general in nature and do not warrant a 


response. 
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aves chle abctsy, 
411 6th Street 
suntington Leach 
California 92648 


Mepamina Ne we OG. S51 On 

¢/o Tnairzan, Planning Densrtment 
Senvuane von ceagchecheyana ll 

20CO Main Street 

aAunwvi neg ton fe=ch 

czlifornia 92648 


subject: Pierside Villege - North Side Development 
Year Planning Commissioners, 


We strongly believe Piersde Village should not be extended 
to tne North side of the pier. The plan should remain 
with only parking on the North side of the pier. The 
widening of FCH and the development of Pierside Village 
will add to our already serious traffic congestion and 
parking displacement problems. Any additional loss of 
parading on the North side, is a loss we can not afford. 


The North side of the =ier belonzs to the state. The 

state est-blished the or-chase of this area by a bond 

issue for the peoples u: it should remain in tact 

for the peonle now and tf . future genere=tions. Everyone 
should be able te view our beautiful beach on the North 

side of the pier to 7th Street without any visual interru tic 


oincerely, 


Ve 


hr. and Mrs, Nayne Wolfe 
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RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 23, 1987 po manees eit 
RECEIVED is é 


hg oe  . Directors Office 
September 10, 1987 St oot 
This is general observafion EnaeeiG genes. No SER rdods88ss 


velopment Divisio; 


necessary. 


DEPT. PARKS & RECREATION 
Henry Agonia 
Director, Department of Parks 
and Recreation 
P02 Bex. 623,90 
Sacramento, Ca. 95811 


Re: Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan (North of the Pier) 
Scheduled Hearing Date: October 9, 1987 


Dear Mr. Agonia: 


I am writing to you on behalf of Huntington Beach Tomorrow, 
a 400 member group of concerned citizens who live and work 
here in Huntington Beach. Our group is concerned with 
preserving and protecting the quality of life we are so 
fortunate to enjoy in Huntington Beach. Specifically, we 
are interested in preserving and protecting the State 
beaches in Huntington Beach in order that they can be 
enjoyed not only today but also by future generations. 


The purpose of this letter is to request that you cancel the 
hearing that is scheduled to be held on October 9, 1987, in 
Santa Ana, California, for the purpose of reviewing the 
proposed Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan. This request 
is being made by Huntington Beach Tomorrow due to the fact 
that there has been no opportunity for any type of public 
input for the proposed General Plan. The citizens of this 
community are outraged at the actions of the City in 
approaching your Department and requesting that the State 
hearing be heard at the earliest possible date. It is my 
understanding that this action was taken by your Department 
in response to a request by City Administrator Charles 
Thompson and Mayor Jack Kelly at a meeting held in your 
office on August 17, 1987. Both Mr. Thompson and Mayor 
Kelly are outspoken pro-growth advocates who support 
building on the beach. Likewise, they are supportive of 
grandiose: redevelopment plans for the downtown area of 
Huntington Beach that will seriously impact the State beach 
which is located directly across Pacific Coast Highway from 
the redevelopment area. Neither Mr. Thompson nor Mayor 
Kelly had the permission or consent of the Huntington Beach 
City Council to meet with you and request the early State 
hearing date which is now scheduled for October 9, 1987, in 
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meaningful comments on the Plan. Any public comments made 
by a citizen at the City Council meeting to be held on 
September 28, 1987, would no doubt not be included in the 
Plan submitted to the State due to the fact that there would 
be insufficient processing time to include such comments, 
Suggestions, and ideas in the Plan. Ten days is simply 
insufficient time for a project of this magnitude to be 
processed ina fair and equitable manner. 


5. The Huntington Beach Environmental Board is an 
advisory board to the City Council and makes recommendations 
to the Huntington Beach Planning Commission as well as the 
City Council on matters that are deemed to be 
environmentally sensitive. The Huntington Beach 
Environmental Board aas not had an opportunity to review or 
analyze the proposed Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan. 
The Environmental Board is not scheduled to meet until 
September 10, 1987. Presumably, they will review the Plan 
at that time (if they can obtain a copy), but once again, 
there will be insufficient time for the Environmental Board 
to convey its written comments to the Planning Commission 


which will be considering the matter five days later on 
september 15, 1987. 


6. When an individual is reviewing the Plan, it is 
necessary to cross-reference and consult with a large amount 
of written material, rules, regulations, and State law to 
determine whether or not the Plan complies with these rules, 
regulations, and laws. These rules, regulations, and laws 


include but are not limited to the following: (1) Huntington 
Beach General Plan (Scenic Highway Element); (2) Resource 
Inventory; (3) Resource Summary; (4) Resource Element; (5) 


Greer & Company Traffic Analysis Report; (6) Historical 
Resources Open Space and Conservation Element; (7) 
California Public Resources Code; (8) miscellaneous traffic 
studies. All of these rules, laws, regulations, and studies 
must be referred to in order to determine whether or not the 
pruposed Plan complies with the requirements cf the law. 
Once again, because the hearing process has been compressed 
into a relatively short period of time, there is 


insufficient time to adequately review and analyze these 
regulations. 


In conclusion, I would once again respectfully request your 
cooperation in cancelling the hearing scheduled for 

October 9, 1987, wherein the State of California is 
scheduled to consider the Bolsa Chica State Beach General 
Plan. Approval of this Plan without the necessary public 
input would result in a substantial miscarriage of justice 
and would be granting a virtual blank check for development 
of our precious beach. Recent Court cases have held that in 
situations where a public hearing is required, the denial to 
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CantasAnateeinefact; athe City Council was not even: informed 
of the existence of the Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan 
until August 24, 1987, which was one week after Mr. Thompson 
and Mayor Kelly met with you and made representations to tne 
effect that the general plan had been previously approved. 


Set forth below are numerous reasons which I would 
respectfully submit to you for your consideration in 


determining whether or not to cancel the State hearing 
scheduled for October 9, 1987. 


1. As of the date of this letter, there have been 
absolutely no public hearings of any type whatsoever held in 


connection with the proposed Bolsa Chica State Beach General 
Plan. 


2. In early August of this year, the Huntington Beach 
Planning Commission held a work-study session concerning the 
Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan. Members of the public 
were permitted to attend this meeting, but they were not 
permitted to comment or testify on the Plan. In fact, quite 
to the contrary, members of the Commission stated that work 
on the Plan was just beginning and there would be plenty of 
time in the future for further input by members of the 
public concerning the proposed Plan. Unfortunately, this 
was not the case as the proposed plan was delivered to the 
State of California for processing before any local citizen 
input was permitted. 


3. The Huntington Beach Planning Commission has 
scheduled a public hearing to be held on September ES ee 
concerning the proposed Bolsa Chica State Beach General 
Plan. This is all well and good, however, the only problem 
is that copies of the proposed General Plan are not 
available from the City of Huntington Beach. Several 
members of Huntington Beach Tomorrow have within the last 
few days attempted to secure copies of the proposed Plan 
only to be told by City staff memoers that the Pian 1s not 
avatlaple, is at the printer, or they don't have sufficient 
copies available to distribute to members of the public. 
Lacking copies of the Plan to review and analyze, it is 
impossible for a member of the public to make any 
intelligent comments. The net effect of aL sths Ss 715200 
reduce the public hearing process to a shan. 


4. After the Planning Commission hearing described 
above, the proposed Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan has 
been scheduled for a public hearing to be held before the 
Huntington Beach City Council on September 28> 1987. >this 
is only ten days before the Plan is to be considered by the 
State of California at the hearing to be held in Santa Ana 
on October 9, 1987. With the hearing process being "speeded 
up" in this manner, it deprives citizens of making any 
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the public of a timely right to be heard is grounds for 
setting aside any actions taken by the public agency that is 
involved. Simply stated, "Haste makes waste | Urge 22 
to reconsider the necessity for having the public hearing on 
October 9, 1987, when the public's rigne co be heard has 
been obviously obstructed and thwarted by City officials. I 
suggest you inform the City that they will have to go back 
to square one and do it right as required by law. 


Thank you for your assistance and cooperation in this 
matter. 


oe truly yours, 


maiden Yan nden 


THOMAS G. HARMAN : 
President 


TGH/emt 

ec: Les McCargo 
George Dong 
Tom Miller 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY THOMAS G. HARMAN, 
P.O. BOX 865, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 15, 1987 


This comments were directed towards the State Department of 
Parks and Recreation in order to postpone the October 9, 
1987 meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission. The 
meeting was’ held for discussion purposes and _= public 
testimony was received. However, a decision regarding the 
General Plan Amendment will be determined at the December 1, 


1987 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting. 
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~ of 
a Directors Office 


To: Mr. Henry Agonia, Director SEP 1 4 1987 
Department of Parks & Recreation 
P.O.Box 2390 DEPT PARKS & RECREATION 
Sacramento, California 95811 

From: Kay Seraphine Re C Ei ee 
509 17th Street ’ 
Huntington Beach, California 92648 SEP 23 1987 

Date: September 8, 1987 Development Division 


Dear Mr. Agonia: 


As a citizen of Huntington Beach and ag & member of 
that City's Environmental Board, 1 personally am 
becoming increasingly frustrated and angry with 
the speed with which the State Heach General Plan 
is being pushed through the process. The only 
meeting the Environmental soard (which has not yet 
taken @ position) has before the September 15th 
Planning Commission meeting is on September 10th. 
That means all gathering of information (see 
attached list), reading and digesting that 
information, and preparation of the ad hoc 
committee report for presentation to the full 
Board must be finished previous to the 10th. 


Furthermore, I feel the public hearing process has 
been prejudiced by the City's spending $705,566. 
for parking structure design, geological testing, 
and the negotiating of a contract for a restaurant 
at PCH and Goldenwest Street (State Beach General 
Plan, p.32).- What this tells the citizens of 
Huntington Beach is that their public imput is 
merely a formality required by law, that the 
adscigicns om the Stste Beack Master Pian have 
already been made by the City. 


Sincerely, 


cco: Mr. Les McCargo, Chief Deputy Director 
Mr. Tom Miller, Superintendent, Orange Coast District 


REFERENCE LIST 


State Beach General Plan, August 1987 

Resource [Inventory for the State Beach General Plan 

HB Open Space/ Conservation Element, Dec. 1980 

HB Historical Resources Survey Report, Sept. 1986 

HB Genera} Plan, June 1984 

HB Coastal Blement, Revised 19%4 

HB Seismic-Safety Element, Oct. 1974 

Alquist-Priolo Geological Hazard Zones Summary 

HB Downtown Specific Plan, Nov. 1983 

10. los Angeles: The Architecture of Four Kologies, 
Reyner Banham, Harper & kow 

ll. Smithsonian magazine, Sept. 1982, pg. 61+ 

12. Halcyon Report, Market Opportunities, Main-Pier 
Phase II Redevelopment Site, July 23, 1987 

13. Parsons, Brinckerhoff Downtown Parking, Transit 
and Financing Study, Aug. 1985 

14. Greer & Co, Technical Memorandum, Traffic Impact 
Analysis=-Pierside Development Project, July 16, 1987 

15. Public Resources Code, Article 1, State Park System, 
Policy No. 19, Concessions 

16. Los Angeles Times, June 18, 1982, "Panel to Study 
aiarso Fian tToda7" 

17. HB News, Sept. 4, 1987, "Robert Mayer Corp. Unveils 

New Plans For the Waterfront" 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY KAY SERAPHINE 


209 SEVENTEENTH STREET 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 23, 1987 


These comments were directed to Mr. Les McCargo of the 
State Department of Parks and Recreation and are 

intended to question the public hearing process which 

was used for the State Beach General Plan. In fact, the 
public hearing process was entirely legal and provided 
adequate Opportunity for public review and input. The 
first Planning Commission public hearing was held on 
August 4, 1987, with the second Planning Commission hearing 
not held until September: 1515 1987. the CityrCouneias public 
hearing is scheduled for November 2, 1987 with State Parks 
Commission action scheduled for December 1, 1987. This is 
a four month period during which public comments have been 
or will be solicited and received. 


September 11, 1987 


Kant Pierce, Chairman 

Huntington Beach Planning Commission 
2000 Manm ocre et 

Huntington Beach, California 92648 


Sear chairman  Lrerce 


Ar our Septemper. 10tn Environmental Board meeting, 
we discussed our environmental concerns On. tis 
North Side of the Pier project. Our discussion was 
based upon the diligent efforts of our Ad Hoc Com- 
mittee who reviewed 21 documents ai On CW Cos ace 
Dyeted at the end of this letter: 


The Environmental Board recognizes the entire North 
Side of the Pier to be a highly sensitive area as 
Glassiried im the. State Beach General Plan, sage 22. 
(limiting factors, very fragile of valuable cultural 
resources, very sensitive ecological Presgurces, GeCq 
logical hazards and land Vaswao wi cy 


we recommend approval on a General Flan level of Area 
1 subject to a number of conditions listed below. 

We request tne Planning Commission to continue the 
conditional Use Permit for the parking structure and 
any discussion of the restaurant on top of the stru- 
erume to be ata later time. The Site Plan and Cond- 
itions for the parking structure Will not De: Deagy 
for CuO LC distribution until September Tere aeves 
our Septemher 10th Environmentsl Board Meeting. Tis 
ope ject needs the careful scrutiny af the public ane 
the time alloted for the review of this important 
documentation is not adequate. 


(Conditions: Area 1) 


ie eascamorenensive geological analysis shall be con- 
ducted that will demonstrate clearly that the land 
is stable enough to support a tri-level parking 
structure. IMis analysis 2S 100 include questions 
regarding liquefaction potential and potential 
water tadle problems. 


245) AO appteoriate environmental review shall de pre- 
pared to demonstrate the funneling of 1200 plus 
CAs toomed chi=level Parking structune has no 
significant environmental impacts on PCH during 
holidays, the summer and/or other peak times. 


Sei Geab ame olbe Plan Gnall. De ~recared Limiting 
TResmeloane or any Completed Structure not torex- 
ceed the elevation of PCH. 


Pe CtLve stor siall provide surricient document tacion 
ShowinG. ne following agencies Raving no Signiri- 
Cant anout into the proposed project: “Army corps 


of Engineers, Cal Ttans, Fish and Game, Orange 
County, Sanitation, District, amdaQrange Cougty 
Environmental Agency. 


The Environmental Boards concerns for Areas II and joes 


The Environmental Board recognizes the proposed plan 
for areas 11 and 111 as being in direct contilict wing 
the Coastal Element. (ref. pg. 138 Coastal Element 
1984 revised). 


Our position may be summerized as follows: 

A well-planned program for Areas 1,7u andi? can oe 

a OUblac benefit as lang as ihe environmental concerns 
We have Gutlined im this letter are approppiacely 
addressed, especially since the entire north side of 
taevoier, is recognized asa highly sensitive ared as 
classified in the State Beach General Plan. (pg. 22D 


ifsyouwhave any turther guestions, olease feel free xo 
eomtact. us. . [nanky you. 


Simeereiy, 


Tom Steele 
Chairman 
Ad Hoc Conmittee 


Adhoe Committee Members 


Dean Albright 
Cindy Doe 
Irene Alfieri 
Cirrinne Welch 
Kay Seraphin 
Chuck Montero 


'ee Weider, Chairman Huntington Beach Environmental Boars 


ecPlanning Commission 
RUCherLey, lL ason 
Peter Green, Liason 
Tom Mays, Liason 
Vic eie2ig, =leson 
Paul Cook, Administrator 
Planning Department 


The additional documents that were researched are as follows: 


Historic Resources Survey Report - City of Huntington Beach 


2. Huntington Beach General Plan, June 1984 

4. Coastal element, City of Huntington Beacn, August 1980 

4. Downtown Specific Plan, November 1983 

>. Downtown Parking, Transit and Financing Study, August 1985 

é. Traffic Impact Analysis, Greer and Company, July 1987 

7, Retail Market Opportunities and preliminary Tenant Report 
POI MaimoPier, chase: 11, Sully 1987 

3. Alquist-Priolo Geological Hazard Zones Act - March 1985 


State of California Division of Mines and Geology Report 

198071981 

10. Safety Element - City of Huntington Beacn, 1974 

. Open Space and Conservation Element, City of Huntington 

Beach, December 1973 

iZ. Open Space and Conservation Element, Background Repert, 
August 1976 

13. Open Space and Conservation Element Amendment 80-1, December 
1980 

14, Parks and Recreation Element 

15. Letter to State Department of Parks and Recreation from 

Charles Thompson, August 1987 

‘A Last. hurrah fOr Sseagirt" Smithsonian Magazine, 1732) edge 

61-68, regarding Huntington Beach Pier 

17. “tos Angeles: The Architecture of Four ecologies” by Reynar 
Bannam, page 52-53, regarding Huntington Beach Pier 

18. Water Development in Orange County, Past, Present, and 
Future, August 1986 (Water Advisory Committee of Orange 
County ) 

19, Coastal Element revised 1984 

20. Resource Element for the State Beach General Plan (provided by staff) 

21. State Beach General Plan (provided by staff) 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY TOM STEELE, CHAIRMAN, 
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 15, 1987 


Lilss 1s as CyYDical site specific soil analysis “that. is 
normally required for similar structures pursuant to the 
Crty’s Building Code. 


This iS a recommendation that can be further accommodated 


when the final design and size of the parking structure has 
been determined. 


The final design and elevation of the proposed parking 
structure shall be determined by the City of Huntington 


Beach various state agencies and the public participation 
process. 


All comments and corresponding responses have been 


incorporated as a part of this documentation. 


This appears to be a conflicting opinion as City staff notes 
the contrary. Policies established by the Coastal Element 
were utilized as preliminary parameters to develop 
conceptual land uses. 
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sept. 651987 


Mr. Henry Agonia, Director 

California Department of Parks and Recreation 
1416 9th Street 

Sacramento, Ca 95814 


Dear Mr. Agonia: 


This letter will address questions surrounding the Bolsa Chica State Beach 


and the so called General Plan proposed by the City of Huntington Beach to 
manage this facility on a lease agreement. 


Certain City Officials and Council members past and present are attempting 

to force upon the citizens of Huntington Beach a shopping Center on the City 
Beach called Pierside Village. The latest extention of that so called Redevelop- 
ment plan is to extend the shopping center to the North side of the Pier 

(up coast side) and "redevelop" State Parkland with a restaurant and other 
facilities. The site is presently a State owned parking lot. 


I represent a citizens group called Huntington Beach Cares that is unilaterally 
opposed to commercial centers on the beach and question the need for redevelop- 
ment or development north of the Huntington Beach Pier. I would like to make 
the following points regarding the City's plan: 


1. I believe that the City of Huntington Beach may have 
7 violated California State Redevelopment law in not 
notifying the State that Parkland was being placed 

into redevelopment and stating what thetr plans were. 


2. The proposed restaurant and other projects will screen 
the last view of the historic Huntington Beach Pier from 
2 Pacific Coast Highway. The Coastal Commission has declared 
Pacific Coast Highway along this area of Orange County 
as a Protected scenic route. 


3. When Pierside Phase I village is completed there will be 
3 in excess of 65 eStablishments that serve food and beverages 
withina a 3 block area of the pier/main intersection. 


4. The parking structure proposed for the site will benefit 
A the builder of Pierside and make up the shortfall in parking 
in Pierside Phase I, to the detriment of the beach users. 


5. Pacific Coast Highway is being expanded from 4 to 6 lanes in 
1988 and this is being accomplished by the removable of 
5 Street parking on P.C.H. On Labor Day my wife and I took 
a tour of the area and found it entirely inadequate in Park- 
ing. The Beach lots, P.C.H. street parking, temporary 
‘ lots and inland streets were jam-packed. 


page 2, Mr. Agonia 


6. Commercial development of this parkland will create 
"traffic blight" on Pacific Coast Highway. This traffic 
6 problem will be overwhelming. Citizens will be discouraged 
from using Public and State Parkland. Cal-trans has estimated 
in their Environmental Impact Report (January 1986) that 
by the year 2000 the traffic will be operating at between 
level "D" and level "F" without either Pierside project! 


The Beaches and Parks of California must be protected from the onslaught of 
the vested interests in development. Our Coast line must be protected. The 
Ocean and Beaches are the one great natural resource of this city. Greed is 
prevalent everywhere. Your office must protect the average citizen from the 
abuses of greedy and powerful politicans. 


As I write this letter the City of Huntington Beach has not held Public Hearings 
on the Proposed General Plan for the Bolsa Chica State Beach. Huntington 

Beach Cares is concerned that our former City Adminstrator, Charles Thompson, 
has told the State of California that the Public has be noticed. This is not 


true. Please see attached newspaper articles from the Huntington Beach 
Independent. 


Thank you. We will see you at the Public Hearing! 


Vi Chote 


James A. Lane 
637 Frankfort Ave. 
Huntington Beach, Ca 92648 


Member, Steering Committee 
Huntington Beach Cares 


Members: Huntington Beach City Council 
Huntington Beach Planning Commission 
Huntington Beach Tomorrow 
Huntington Beach Cares 
Huntington Beach City Clerk 
Huntington Beach City Planner, Mr. Hal Simmons 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY JAMES A. LANE 
637 FRANKFORT AVE., HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 15, 1987 


is This is not within the scope of the project, and, therefore, 
no response is necessary. 

cae Through the public hearing process, it appears that the view 
impacts through relocation of the proposed restaurant or 
some other mitigative measure. 

3:6 This 1s an opinion (calculated) and does not warrant a 
response. 

4. The primary intent of all proposed parking is to replace 
parking areas eliminated by the widening of Pacific Coast 
Highway and to accommodate other beach use Enathirc. 

5. 


This is an observation and does not warrant a response. 


6. The referenced "traffic blight" cannot solely be attributed 
to the proposed General Plan Amendment. 
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Mayor, City Council and Planning Commission mMemoers 
Attn: Caty Clerk 


ZAI Main St. 
Huntington Beach, CA 32643 


Dear Mr. Mayor, Council and Planning Commission Memoers, 


Iam writing to you regaraing tne Bolsa Chica State Flan, 
wnicn will soon be before you for review. I urge you to use 
extreme caution in approving any building nortn of the oer. I 
am oarticularly cancerned tnat 1f a parking structure is burit 
north af the pier, commercial estabdlisnments will be allowed ors 


too of the structure, and the scenic beauty of this town will be 
destroyea. 


We must oretect cur oeacn ard view fram cestructicn. Please 
co rot allew yourselves to give in to cevelocomernt, gacreiricing 
what tnis city 18S all adout. I urge you to dedicate the too OF 
any Darking structure nortn of tne o1er to a Oark, forever. 08 
tnis oarking structure were to 5e il foct pelaw e#Cr, witnocut 
Suiiding on tep, none of tne views would oe destroyed. 


muntinoatenm Keacn stanas alone in socutnerr Caiiforria wn 
snowing concern for tne seacn, views ana general orotection of 
the ernvirorimernt. We must contirue tni1s ocsition. Commerciai 
cevelcoment aon the inland side of FCH is necessary ta revitalize, 
put olease allow tnis city ta oe tne special olace it 1s. 


Thank you for your consideration. 


oo. . | 


irene C. Briggs 
602 Btn St. 
suntington Beacn, CA 92648 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY IRENE BRIGGS, 
602 8TH STREET, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 23, 1987 


hes These are general comments regarding view preservation. 


These comments are noted and accepted. 
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September 1, 1987 


Mike Adams 

Planning Department 

C/O City Clerk (for the record) 
2000 Main St. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


I am writing in reference to the North Of The Pier Resource 
Inventory and General Plan (Development Plan). Any plans to use 
this area for development must be discontinued. Such plans would 
destroy one of the best California coastlines in addition to 
blocking the coastal view from Pacific Coast Highway. Furthermore, 
any development on the beach side of Pacific Coast Highway would 


not be in the best interests of either the general public or of 
Huntington Beach citizens. 


I urge you to consider that the above referenced area be 
permanently dedicated to the beachgoing public. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 


Sincerely, 


Sally Lemon 
19843 Cambridge Lane 
Huntington Beach CA 92646 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY SALLY LEMON, 
19843 CAMBRIDGE LANE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 23, 1987 


l. This is a general comment regarding the disposition or 


approval of any development on the beach area. 


Comment has 
been noted and accepted. 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY DAVID HALL 
9702 MADISON CIRCLE, GARDEN GROVE, CA 92644 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 12, 1987 


The General Plan proposes the location and conceptual design 
of structures, respectively. Final design and elevations of 
any structures shall be determined by the City of Huntington 


Beach, various state agencies and through public 
participation. 


itis anticipated that the majority of the roof of the 
structure will be utilized for both passive and active 


recreation. 


The proposed siting of the parking structure will not be in 
the middle of the beach. Rather, it is situated were the 


existing terraced parking is - adjacent to the north side of 
the pier. 


The majority of the 100 acret area will not have view 
obstructive structures above the grade level of Pacific 


Coast Highway. 


The existing bluff walls serve to reinforce and stabilize 
the bluff area which is generally composed of weak sedi- 
mentary material that is subject to a moderate to hioneEe te 
of erosion. The term "attractive" generally refers to the 
absence of grafitti blight. Attractive may mean a Dlank 


face or artistic designs or murals. 


It is not anticipated that additional bluff walls wih! -pe 


constructed. 


Fill material (e.g., back soil) and landscaping will be used 


to prevent debris collection. 
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8. Currently, there are no OCTD transit bus stops between 
Golden West Street and Warner Avenue. The primary reason is 
that the current road design precludes such stops as well as 
the presence of on-street parking. The General Plan does 
designate Area III as having access inadequacies and recom- 


mends an improved bike trail, rest stops and improved direct 
access to the beach area (pg. 27). 


9. The General Plan expresses conceptual uses at various loca- 
Glonsee=wLthin the unit. Te is (the. tirst oftva, scwiccerc. 
Duahning “acthons —praor to the realization to wWse \form: and 
function. Section 15004 of the CEQA Guidelines states that 
environmental documents should be "...prepared as early as 
feasible in the planning process to enable environmental 
considerations to influence project program and design..." 
Mitigating measures will be the result of environmental 
constraints, responsible agencies' comments, public input 
and, ultimately, design elements. Therefore, adverse 
impacts may be anticipated and avoided through the afore- 


mentioned process. 


10. Traffic and air quality are regional issues which have been 
addressed in referenced environmental documents. The sub- 
ject area (and planned uses) do not represent a new 


generation source of traffic and degradated air quality. 


il. Financial. implications, are; not ‘delineated at) thisetumeston 
the purpose of this document. However, the City is cur- 
rently preparing cost estimates FOr the proposed 


improvements. 


12. The poimagy intent) tor ali proposed parking is to replace 
the on-street parking will be removed as the result of 
widening Pacific Coast Highway; which is currently serving 


the beach going population. 
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Douglas M. Langevin 

Co-Director, Huntington Beach Cares 
8196 Pawtucket Drive 

Huntington Beach, CA 92646 

(714) 960-5872 


August 26, 1987 


7 


Mr. George Dong 


Landscape Architect D) E CE | V E = 
Department of Parks and Recreation __on 
Pp. O. Box 2390 Sl ase ee = 
Sacramento, CA 95811 SEE 3 1987 ae 
RE: North-of-the-Pier Bolsa Chica CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH : ‘i 
State Beach General Plan . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 


Dear George: 


Pursuant to our phone conversation of August 26th I am enclosing 
the following documents: 


A. General Plan -—"“State Beach General Plan; 


B. Huntington Beach Planning Commission Agenda pages 
for August 4, 1987 pertaining to above General Plan; 


c. Huntington Beach Planning Commission Action Agenda page 
for August 4, 1987 with Instructions to Stafle: on 
General Plan; 


Dp. Huntington Beach City Gouncil Redevelopment Agency 
page for Tully so pe lees Ttemab- cea Ppierside Village 


Phase Il Authorization to Proceed; 


E. Huntington Beach- City council Redevelopment Agency 
page for ouULy 2, TORT Lteme4e> Reimbursement Agree~ 
ment for the Design and Preparation of Construction 

documents for parking structure within the Main-Pier 
beach project areas 


F. Huntington Beach City Council Redevelopment Agency 
Agenda pages for August 24, 1987, Item F-3d - Author- 
{zation for Request for Qualifications and proposals 

for Pierside Phase I and II Project Construction 
Management Consulting Service, and Item F-3e - Approval 
of Consultants and Reimbursement for the Design of 
Parking Structure within the Main-Pier Redevelopment 
Project Area; 


G. State of California Department of Parks and Recreation 
Operating Agreement - Bolsa Chica State Beach, pages 
index, 5 and 12, Signed December 1, 1986 and approved 
January 13, 1987; 


H. State Beach Generale-Plan, August, 1987, page 32 - 
Potential Concession Activities; 


I, City of Huntington Beach Downtown Specific Plan Draft, 
May, 1982, pages 93-95; ana 


J.. City of Huntington. Beach. Downtown specific Plan (Sixth 
revision), March, 1985, pages Sivand 115-117. 


I bring to yourattention for your consideration: 


Item "A" is the only General Plan for the Bolsa Chica State Beach 
that has had a hearing of any kind, and as younotein items "B" 

and "C", the hearing was, in reality, a study session for open 
comments and no vote or decision was made. Please also note that 

On Item "C" under action, the staff is directed to incorporate 
comments from the Commissioners into "further studies made of the 
area". This was not done and no mention of a General Plan is made. 
{tem "D" in the Huntington Beach Council/Redevelopment Agency Agenda 
(Item E-3e) shows the first action taken to let contracts for construc- 
tion of Pierside Phase IIon Bolsa Chica State Beach by the Huntington 
Beach City Council/Redevelopment Agency. Items "E" and "F" are 
further contracts entered into by the City for construction of 
Pierside Phase II on Bolsa Chica State Beach. All of these items 
would seem to violate the provisions of Item "G", State Parks and 
Recreation Operating Agreement for Bolsa Chica State Beach, page 5, 
paragraph 7 which states: 


"7. CONSTRUCTION OF IMPROVEMENTS: City may, by its 
Own forces or by contract, undertake projects for 
the development, constructszeong ton improvement to 
Said property. Plans and specifications for any 
such project shall be submitted to State as a State 
General Plan amendment for approval. No such project 
Shall be commenced by City's own forces or contracts 
awarded prior to State approval." 


Especially noteworthy is that the City Council/Redevelopment Agency 
took action on Items “D" and "E" before a General Plan even existed 


Page 3 
Mr. Dong 
Aug. 26, 87 


ora study session was held, and also took action on Item "F" 
before recieving a copy of the General Plan. 


Item "H', potential concession activities, gives the City a 

"blank check" for the construction of another "concession facility 
_ near Goldenwest Street. Information received by us and confirmed 
by sources in City Hall causes us concern that plans are going Lore 
ward today not only for a restaurant on the Pierside Phase II 
North-of-the-Pier parking structure, but also near Goldenwest 
Street as well. We can support concessions on wheels (temporary 
trailers) but no permanent structure adjacent to the pier or at 
the Goldenwest location are acceptable. 


EFinallgyaitems. "I" and "J" are: included) to show the scope of how 
the City Council/Redevelopment Agency plans have changed over the 
years. Item "I" wasthe first draft of the Downtown Specific Plan 
available, dated May, 1982, of which I enclose the section on 
District 10 - The Pier Area. Item “J" is the latest Downtown 
Specific Plan, which is the sixth revision, dated March, 1985. 

I enclose the Section on District 10, Pier Area. Please note the 
major changes in scope and purpose of District 10 over three years. 
Also note on page 31, paragraph 3 that Pierside Village does not 
conform to this plan. There has been no development in District 3 
and further inland, therefore it is inappropriate that Pierside 
Village precede the inland development. It clearly states that 
indand develooment “. > . will directly determine the amount of 
revitalization which can occur to the pier and the beach-related 
commercial uses which can be accommodated." Currently the City 

is moving forward with the South-of-the-Pier commercial shopping 
center with over 30% fast food outlets and three major restaurants. 
Now there is an attempt to expeditiously process (in one month's 
time) through the City's public hearing process, Coastal Commission, 
and the State Department of Parks and Recreation, a further ambitious 
plan to include additional possible large commercial and restaurant 
complexes. This plan will not only commercialize the beach and 
preempt our impending Main Street commercial redevelopment, but 
also constribute to the destruction of our greatest scenic and 
natural resource - our Pacific Ocean frontage. 


Sincerely yours, 


2S Perigo 


DOUG LANGEVIN 
DML: mt 
cc: Henry Agonia, Director 
Huntington Beach City Council 
Huntineton Beach Planning Commission 
Tom Harman, President HB Tomorrow 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY DOUGLAS M.- LANGEVIN 
8196 PAWTUCKET DRIVE, HUNT INGTON BEACH, CA 92646 
RECEVIED SEPTEMBER 4, 1987 


These comments consist of correspondence fron Mr- Langevin 
to Mr. George Dong, Land sc ape Architects De par tent of Parks 
and Recreation. The issues discussed in this were of a 
greater scope than established by the subject General Pian 
as indicated DY the various documents that were mentioned - 
These comments are accepted and noted without specific 


responses: 


10/92/87) 


Shell Western E&P Inc. 

A Subsidiary of Sneil Oil Company 
P.O. Box 11164 
Bakersfield. CA 93389 


August 14, 1987 


Mr. Hal Simmons 

City of Huntington Beach 

Department of Community Development 
2000 Main St. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Dear Mr. Simmons: 


SUBJECT: PL-70096 
HUNTINGTON BEACH FIELD 
ORANGE COUNTY, CA. 
NORTH OF THE PIER PROJECT 


Reference is made to our telephone conversation of August 133. 1967. 
regarding the City's proposed North Of The Pier development project. I! 
attended the Planning Commission's public hearing on August 4 and 
obtained information about the project. 


On August 1, 1986, Shell Western E&P Inc., a subsidiary of Shell 011 
Company, acquired Phillips Petroleum Company's interest in the Huntington 
Beach Field. We have four (4) State wells which will be affected by 
area II of your project. 


Access to these wells is by a narrow road off Pacific Coast Highway at 
Golden West. Your plan shows that you propose to use this road for 
access to parking areas which will be constructed in the narrow strip of 
land between the access road and the bluff; and, that cars will be parked 
between and next to our oil wells. While we wish to work with the City 
and cooperate whenever possible, we obviously have serious concerns about 
this portion of your project. Some of these concerns are: 


1. Safety to the Public due to vehicle and pedestrian traffic 
near operating oil and gas wells. 


ae Increased liability. 
3. Access to our wells for maintenance and inspection. 
4, Limited future development. 


Once we have had a chance to review your project in more detail we will 
be glad to meet with you. 


As we discussed, please see that the Planning Commission receives a copy 
of this letter. If you have any questions please feel free to call me 
at (805) 326-5343. . 


Very truly yours, 


Allen S. Kennedy / 


Land Department 
California Divisionv 


ASK:bal 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY ALLEN S. KENNEDY 


SHELL WESTERN E&P INC., P.O. BOX 11164 
BAKERSFIELD CA 93389 


Existing uses such as the referenced wells will be given 
priority when new development occurs. Currently, (ene 
General Plan does designate parking along the surface road 
and a conceptual plan has been prepared. However, a final 
design will assure access, adequate butfer;, andestrartve 
control measures that will minimize pedestrian, bicycle and 


vehicular conflicts. 
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40) CONN OR Mailing Sadress PO Box 4459 Long Beacn. California 90804 
2669 Myrtle Ave ‘Signal Hill California 90806 (213) 426-8135 
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September 2, 1987 


. Hal Simmons 


c/o City Clerk 
For the Record 
2000 Main St. 

H.B., CA 92648 


Re: North Side of Huntington Beach Pier 


Dear Mr. Simmons: 


It is in the best interests of the citizens of California that the 


top of all structures be kept one foot below the level of Pacific 
Coast Highway. 


By enforcing that minimal restriction private enterprise will be 
co-existing with public need. 


Obviously the tops of any structures should be designated a city 
park or ‘view corridor" so that nothing on top of the buildings 
could protrude an interrupt the view. We live in Huntington 
Beach neighborhood where just such a compromise was worked out to 
the benefit of all. 


A walk down the main streets in Miami Beach or Waikiki will 
clearly show how an ocean front community can easily lose it's 
most valuable resource if it doesn't guard it jealously! 


Let's leave a view for our grand kids. .- - and the developers. 
Sincerely, 
1 


William Halpin 
WH : pw 


cc/ Conway 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY WILLIAM HALPIN 
P.O. BOX 4459 LONG BEACH, CA 90804 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 4, 1987 


The General Plan proposes the location and conceptual design 
of structures, respectively. Final design and elevations of 
any structures shall be determined by the City of Huntington 
Beach, various state agencies and through public 


participation. 


LJat mae sity iTHIAMDD CT SaiG@eae 
bOfOG: AD (#5480 OVG) #255 xo 6.4 . a 
(ee, + FSEMRIWSEe daviaaes 


eu EOeLesO (BuvIne ws _ »? f + - 

re, Dh es a ee +5 . uti'é ©] Sas. Se9 Ee SZeo tag "he |! i ¢ — wr ; 

5 eT Ae a ory Me tase8 oN? -—i = 
si : 


30 2Ae136 ig 2 oe at Br.’ Es io — 
ae 


YY 10 0 3 27 e y P44 


a PIeot I oul Lo Vid af4 <@ eerradieh «cd 


amie IS iiav® eswtogata Ghee eee 

A matdeg Agicads a 7 aan -eey . oe 

Leas wZ af oe care peal “he S2tn4e -. Ve (48¢.% acta = 
Wes . netteg inf Seg) 


nae ais 


- 
Ss 
2 
: ’ v8 
7 
: : 


ca: C. O'WREA 


August 28, 1987 


Mike Adams 

Planning Department 

C/O City Clerk (for the record) 
2000 Main St. 

Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


I am writing in reference to the North Of The Pier Resource 
Inventory and General Plan (Development Plan). Any plane to use 
thie area for development must be discontinued. Such plans would 
destroy one of the best California coastlines in addition to 
blocking the coastal view from Pacific Coast Highway. Furthermore, 
any development on the beach side of Pacific Coast Highway would 
not be in the best interests of either the general public or of 
Huntington Beach citizens. 


I urge you to consider that the above referenced area be 
permanently dedicated to the beachgoing public. 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
Sincerely, 


Kazuko Parker 
15521 Mayflower 
Huntington Beach CA 92647 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY KAZUKO PARKER 
15521 MAYFLOWER HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92647 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 4, 1987 


1. The General Plan proposes the location and conceptual design 
of structures, respectively. Final design and elevations of 
any structures shall be determined by the City of Huntington 
Beach, var ious state agencies and through public 


participation. 


(72100-RTC4/Misc- 9) =) 1= (9/22/87) 


KDAAL OHOLAY YS OTRO OF SeeE: 
-6OS2 AD ,WOAZS BOTOMI THUR SeemIGyAN f¢e2i i ; 
; Ses .> AIGNEMA2 GayIaoaR ~ 


Aptesd iavigeonos ons notisse!l od3 ae2zogotg malt j&uans> sAT’..F: 


isegset .estwsmiyse Ye 


49 2noitevels bas adiaeb isnta . vie: ra) 
Rasteizowt Yo y5i5 aft wd Benimzeieh ea [Tete 299 SoUIJ= Fas 


—siiduq’. dqvows the ssioneps sistem ~. evol sad ,fpasa : 


-Rorteg foksysg | 


wf 
¥ 
+ 
rs a 
— 
1 iy 
o 
¥. * roa 
: ies 
t> 
7 
ip * ! 
= | 
a ‘y Z 1 
We 7. 
; @ 
me) 
Fowl nl 


yas ee 


Banteay. baaek Cob! 


La 


oe 


RESPONSE TO COMMENTS ‘BY WARREN W. AND VIOLET COWDEN 
124 16TH STREET, HUNT INGTON BEACH, CA 
RECEIVED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


The General Plan proposes the location and conceptual design 
of structures, respectively. Final design and elevations of 
any structures ShaLd. oe determined by the City oc Huntington 
Beach, var ious state agencies and through public 


participation. 


me 19 (9/22/87) 


September 2, 1987 


Hal Simmons 

C/O City Clerk 

2000 Main Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 


Re: Northside of Pier 


Dear Mr. Simmons: 


As a concerned citizen of Huntington Beach, I would like 

to share with you my interest. With respect to the Northside 
of the Pier, the parking lot should be kept below the level 
of Pacific Coast Highway and I would like to suggest that at 
the top of the structure there should be a permanent city 
park for the enjoyment of us residence. 


Thank you for you attention in this matter. 


Sincerely, 


Rachel Kaloian 
1803 California St. 
Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY RACHEL KALOIAN 
1803 CALIFORNIA STREET, HUNT INGTON BEACH, CA 92648 
RECEVIED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


The General Plan proposes the location and conce ptual design 


of structures, respectively: Final design and elevations OF 


hall be determined by the City of Huntington 


any structures S 
agencies and through public 


Beach, yar ious state 


participation: 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY JOANNE FLICK 
(NO ADDRESS ) 
RECEVIED SEPTEMBER 8, 1987 


comments on redevelopment = and hotel 


l. These are general 
rectly related to the proposed 


construction which are not di 


project. No additional response is necessary: 
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September ll, 19&7 


Kent Pierce, Chairman 
Huntington Beach Planning Commission 
2000 Main Street 


Huntington Beach, California 92546 


Dear Chairman Pierce: 


At our September 10th Environmental Board meeting, 
we discussed our environmentél concerns of the 
North Side of the Pier project. Our discussion wes 
bssed upon the diligent efforts of our Ad Hoc 
Committee who reviewed 21 documents, all of which 
are listed st the end of this letter. 


The Environmental Board recognizes the entire horta 
Side of the Pier to be a hignly sensitive area 4s 
classified in the State Beach General Pian, pege ec, 
(limiting factors: very fragile or valuable cultural 
resources, very sensitive ecologicél resources, 
geologicsl hazards and land instability). 


We recommend approvsl on a General Plan level of 

Area I subject to & number of conditions listed below. 
We request the Planning Commission to continue the 
Conditional Use Permit for the parking structure 4nd 
eny discussion of the restaurant on top of tne 
structure to be at a later time. Tne Site Plan and 
Conditions for the parking structure will not be ready 
for public distribution until September llth, after 
our September 10th Environmental Board meeting. This 
project needs the careful scrutiny of the public and 
the time allotted for the review of this important 
documentation is not adequate. 


(Conditions: Area I) 


1. A comprehensive geological analysis shall be 
conducted that will demonstrate clearly tnat the 
land is stable enough to support 4 tri-level parking 
structure. This analysis is to include questions 
regarding liquefaction potential and potential 
water table problems. 
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2. An appropriate environmental review snall be 
prepared to demonstrate that the funnelling of 
1400 plus cars from a tri-level parking structure 
has no significant environmental impécts on PCH 
during holidays, the summer and/or other peak times. 


3. The Final Site vlan shall limit the height of any 
completed structure to not exceed the elevation of PCH. 


City Staff shell provide sufficient documentation 
showing the following agencies having no significant 
imput into the proposed project: Army Corps of 
Engineers, Cal Trans, Fish and Game, &nd the Orange 
County Sanitétion District. 


Tre Environmental Board's concerns for Areas II and III: 


The Environmental Board recognizes the proposed plan 
for Areas II and III as being in direct conflict with 
the Coastal Element of Huntington Beach, Section 9.5.3, 
6b, which states "Prohibit any alteration of the naturel 
landform of the bluffs seaward of Pacific Coast Hignway 
including grading and the development of parking lots. 


Cur position msy be summarized as follows: 

A well-planned progrem for Areas I, II, and III can be 
@ public benefit as long as the environmental concerns 
we have outlined in this letter are eppropriately 
sddressed, especially since the extire pnortn side of 
the pier is recognized as & highly sensitive @erea &S 
classified in the State Beacon General Flan, Dg. 2c. 


If you have eny further questions, please feel free to 
contact us. Tnéenk you. 


Sincerely, ; 


Tom Steele 
Chairman 
Ad Hoc Committee 


Ae Co wele, 
Lee Wieder, Cnairmén 
Huntington Beach Environments] Bosrd 
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Additional documents that were researched are as follows: 


ely 


Historic kesources Survey Report--City of Huntington Beach 
Huntington Beach General Plan, June 1964 

Coastal Blement, City of Huntington Beach, august 1950 
Downtown Specific Plan, November 1963 

Downtown Parking, Transit and Financing Study, August 1955 
Traffic Impact Analysis, Greer and Company, July 1967 
Retail Market Opportunities and Preliminary Tenant keport 
for Main Pier, Phase II, July 1987 

Alquist-Priolo Geological Hazard Zones Act--Marchn 1985 
State of California Division of Mines and Geology 

Report, 1980/1941 

Safety Element-City of Huntington Beach, 1974 

Open Space and Conservation Element, City of Huntington 
Beach, December 1973 

Open Space and Conservation Hlement, Background Report, 
August 1976 

Open Spece and Conservetion Element amendment 60-1, 
December 1960 

Perks and Recreation Element 

Letter to State Department of Parks ond Recreation from 
Charles Thompson, August 19&7 

"A last Hurrah for Seagirt" Smithsonian Magazine, 19E&c, 
pg. 61-68, regerding Huntington Beacn Pier 

"los Angeles: The Arcnitecture of Four Ecologies" by 
Reynar Banham, pages 52-53, regerding Huntington Bescn Pier 
Water Development in Orange County, Past,Present, anc 
Future, August 1966 (Water Advisory Committee of Orance 
County) 

Coastal Element, revised 198 

Resource Element for the State Beach Genersl Flan 

Stete Beach General Plan 
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS BY TOM STEELE 
HUNTINGTON BEACH ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 


A geologocal analysis will be required prior to approval 
Cee nc permits, aS a Condition Of entitlement. 


Phe conditional use permit for the project will address 
vehicle ingress and egress from the site. 


The State Beach General Plan Amendment stipulates that the 
fou On one. parking strucure shall be one foot pelow the 
elevation of Pacific Coast Highway. 


The project was advertised by the California State Clearinghouse 
for a 30-day CEQA review period. All written comments which 


were received by governmental agencies have been incorporated 
DItG eos ARES onmen te. 


BOLSA CHICA STATE BEACH 
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT 
Fiscal Analysis 


This analysis examines major recurring revenue and cost factors associated with the 
proposed iand uses in the Bolsa Chica State Beach General Plan Amendment. There will 


also be a discussion of assumptions associated with the cost of the proposed project as it 
relates to estimated revenue. 


4 profile of the proposed land uses examined in this analysis is as follows: 


Parking structure, 1400 spaces. 


Full service restaurant, 10,000 square feet. 


Beach concession, 2,500 square foot, located within the parking structure. 


The 3.9 acre site is State land and, therefore would not generate property tax. The 
proposed parking facility (which would include beach concessions) would be owned by the 
City and also not generate property tax. The cost of the parking structure could be 
covered by bond funds, or part of the cost may be incurred by CALTRANS for 
replacement parking that will be lost when the Pacific Coast Highway is widened. 
Whatever form of funding is acquired, parking fee revenue will not be used to offset the 
cost of construction. The City will also own the restaurant, and it too, wili be 
constructed and operated by a private developer. The restaurant lease agreement is a 
component of the Pierside Village lease agreement. As with the parking structure, local 
revenue will not offset costs of construction. The developer will incur those costs. 


In general, lease and parking fees are structured so that they cover all City costs ranging 
from beach maintenance to police services. The annual costs examined in this analysis 
are limited to police and fire services assuming that some annual costs will occur that 
may not be covered by the lease and parking revenue. Also, the annual costs only reflect 
the restaurant and concession operation as there is currently inadequate information with 
which to measure police and fire services associated with parking structures in the city. 
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The factors applicable in this analysis are as follows: 
Revenues 


Sales Tax 

Utility Taxes 
Business License Fees 
Lease Fees 

Parking Fees 


Costs 


Fire 
Police 


1.0 REVENUES 
bal Sales Tax 


The State of California places a six percent sales tax on retail sales. Of that six percent 
the City receives 16.6 percent or one cent for every six cents collected. 


Commercial retail sales tax revenue is based on an estimated sales per gross leasable 
square feet, (85 percent of the total building square footage) derived from the Dollars and 
Cents of Shopping Centers, compiled and published by the Urban Land Institute. 


For the purpose of this analysis, a range of annual sales per square foot for the restaurant 
will be assessed. Based on 8,500 square feet (leasable space) a figure of $170/sq. ft. and 
$250/sq. ft. for annual taxable retail sales will be assessed and shown separately in table 
from at the conclusion of this analysis. The per square foot sales estimate for the 
concessions is $130 per square foot (for 2125 square feet). Typically, concessions, like 
fast-food chains have a higher sales figure per square foot than full service restaurant. 
The figures used in this analysis considers the decline in customers during the off-season 
for the concessions but anticipates a more constant level of business for the restaurant. 


2 Utility User and Franchise Tax 


Huntington Beach collects a five percent utility use tax on the annual sales of electricity 
and natural gas services in the City. 


A franchise tax of one percent of the annual electricity sales and four percent of the 
annual natural gas sales is collected from the respective utility providers in the City. 


Factors provided by the electric and gas companies, and titled commercial, combine retail 
commercial, general office and industrial. Although a parking structure would certainly 
generate electricity sales and revenue, the figures provided by Edison would not be 
applicable to a parking structure as it would require less electricity than conventional 
commercial facilities. Therefore, the contribution to the utility revenue from the parking 
structure is not included in this analysis. 


Factors used for this section are as follows: 


Gals (9326d) 


Electricity 
According to the California Energy Commission, average electricity charges are: 


Commercial - .0894 cents per kilowatt hour, using 12.2 KWH per square foot per 
year applied to commercial and recreation developments. 


Natural Gas 
Average natural gas charges are: 


Commercial = $.669 per million BTU's, using an annual rate of .42 BTU's per square 
foot applied to commercial and recreational developments. 


1.3. Business License Fee 


All businesses, commercial and industrial, in the City are required to have a license. 
Business license fees are based on the number of employees per business and also a fee per 
number of trucks. It is not feasible to estimate the number of trucks per business; 
employees per business have been estimated based on the following assumption. 


Based on leasable square feet, both the restaurant and concessions will have an estimate 
of one employee per 250 square feet. 


1.4 Lease Fees 


As discussed previously, a lease agreement for the restaurant has been proposed as a 
component of the Pierside Village agreement. This restaurant would therefore be charged 
a minimum of $4.00 per sq. ft. based on annual income. Once an annual income of $40,000 
is reached than the lease fee will be based on a percentage of the income. For the first 
six years of operation the rate will be 12 percent, after six years the annual rate will 
increase to 15 percent. The restaurants estimated annual income in two scenarios 
assessed in this analysis exceeds $40,000 per year. For this analysis an annual lease rate 
of twelve percent will be used. 


For the concessions there would be no minimum fee; the payment is based on 12.5 percent 
of annual gross income. 


Sales per square foot estimated in the sales tax section are applicable to the above 
factors. 


1.5 Parking Fees 


It is estimated that each space in the parking structure would generate an average of 
$4.00 in fees per day at an annual sixty percent occupancy rate. The rationale for using a 
sixty percent occupancy rate is based on an existing market analysis for the area and 
parking activity for the existing parking lot with in the proposed project site. During the 
summer months State Park staff reported that the parking lot averages two vehicles per 
day per space. The figure used in this analysis is based on a daily rate of one vehicle per 
day per space. Also, in conjunction with Pierside Village, it is expected that the parking 
structure would be utilized at night. It is anticipated, that the "Village" would also draw 
visitors in the Winter, where there is no attraction now. All of the above factors 
contribute to the estimated occupancy rate. 
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2.0 COSTS 


Although annual costs are expected to be covered by lease and parking fees, staff has 
included a brief examination of police and fire costs assuming it is feasible that some 
police and fire services may not be covered by the revenue generated by the operations. 


2.1 Police 


Commercial land uses typically require one call per 1,693 square feet. 


Calls relate to the number of additional officers per year that would be needed to service 
new development. A patrol officer's average annual salary, including benefits, is 
$54,000. Five or more officers would result in capital expenditures, such as a vehicle. 
When calls per year reach 535, the Police Department would recommend hiring an 
officer. For the purpose of this analysis,, it will be assumed that the Department will 
incur a cost whether the calls for a particular project reach 535 or a portion of that total. 


Z.2rire 


Commercial land uses in the City impact the following fire Department programs: 


Six percent of Fire safety service (programs 300 and 302) can be attributed to commercial 
uses, or (.06) ($7,528,860) = $451,732. In addition to Fire Safety, commercial uses also 
impact program 308, Hazmat Response Unit. It is estimated that 25 percent of the 
1986-87 program budget or (.25) ($36,130) = $9,033 can be attributed to commercial uses. 
Of the three programs the total cost is $460,765. Applied on a per acre basis the coast 
distribution is $460,765 divided by 1223 commercial acres = $377 per acre. 


The following table is a summary of the annual revenues and costs associated with the 


proposed project: 
Revenues 

Sales Tax 

Utility Taxes 
Business License Fees 


Lease Fees 
Parking Fees 


Costs 


Police 
Fire 


Revenue minus Costs = 


Revenue/Cost ratio = 


Alternative I 


$ 17,143 
15132 
172 
207;931 
$1,226,400 


$1,452,778 


Sou 756 
1,470 


S$. -2,226 


$1,450,552 
652.64 


Alternative II 


$e23916 
el ey 
12 
259,551 
$1,226,400 


$1,541,151 


$1,538,925 
692.3 


Alternative I includes estimated annual restaurant income at $170 per square foot while 
Alternative II includes an anual income of $250 per square foot. 
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In conclusion, it is important to note that the above methodology is not intended to be all 
inclusive regarding all costs, revenues, and funding strategies pertaining to the proposed 
project and, in particular, the parking structure. As previously noted, this analysis has 
examined major revenues and costs that would impact the city's General Fund. An 
analysis that thoroughly discusses funding strategies and any additional operation costs 
not identified to date will be presented when the Conditional Use Permit application is 
submitted for the actual development of the proposed project. 


58 (932601) 


sTatt 


|___REPORT 


A 


TO: Planning Commission 

FROM: Community Development 

DATE: September 15, 1987 

SUBJECT: STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
APPLICANT: City of Huntington Beach 

REQUEST: Establish goals, objectives and policies to preserve, 


enhance and encourage the recreational use of the beach 
area through adoption of a general plan for the subject 


area. 
ZONE: DTSP District #10 & #11 (Downtown Specific 
Plan-Districtici0vand 11)ivand Si-0=-c (Shoreline-Oil- 
Coastal) 
LOCATION: 2.3 mile beach area northwesterly of the Huntington 


Beach Municipal Pier bounded by Pacific Coast Highway, 
the Pacific, Ocean, the Huntington Beach Municipal Pier 
and the City's northwesterly boundary at Bolsa Chica 
State Beach. 


i.Q SUGGESTED ACTION: 


Recommend City Council and State Parks Commission adoption of the 
State Beach General Plan by adopting the attached resolution. 


2.0 GENERAL INFORMATION: 


The City of Huntington Beach has recently assumed responsibility for 
Operation of the State Beach area north of the CityoPier. AS bare 
of the City's new responsibility for Operation of the State Beach, 
the State Department of Parks and Recreation requires that a number 
of documents be prepared and submitted to them for approval. Those 
documents are: (1) General plan; (2) Environmental Impact Element; 
(3) Resources Summary; and (4) Resource Inventory. 


In order to prepare the above documents, the City has retained. the 
services of Barrett Consulting Group. 


C-5 
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huntington beach department of community development 


.0 ANALYSIS: 


On August 4, 1987, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on 
preliminary draft versions of the State Beach Resource Inventory, 
Resource Summary and General Plan. The intent of that public 
hearing was to inform the public that the plan was being prepared 
and to Solicit initial comments and feedback. After taking public 
testimony, the Planning Commission summarized the concerns and 
comments to staff. Attachment 1 summarizes those comments and 
explains where they are addressed in the documents. Attachment 2 
contains responses to written comments which were received. 


The draft General Plan, as it has been prepared for sdoppion, ois 
essentially an extension of the bluff top park from the pier 
northward to Bolsa Chica State Beach. The Intent) is) to. tie 
Huntington State Beach together with Bolsa Chica State Beach as a 
unified and complimentary recreational whole. For planning 
purposes, the subject beach area has been divided into three 
Sub-areas. Area I extends from the Municipal Piers to 7th. Street) 
Area II extends from 7th. Street to Goldenwest Street, and Area III 
extends northward from Goldenwest Street. The draft General Plan 
proposes the following uses in each of the three areas: 


Area I: 


Construct a tri-level parking structure at the existing parking 
lot site on the north side of the Municipal Prer 4 = (This 
structure will not extend above the elevation of Pacific Coast 
Highway or beyond the existing bicycle path.) 

Provide for passive (surf museum) and active (volleyball, 
basketball, etc.) recreation both within and on tOp of the 
parking structure, respectively. 

Provide for a commercial (food) pad on top of parking structure. 


Remove existing concession stand from beach area and relocate 
as=part- Of parking structure at beach’ level. 


Install permanent restrooms with parking structure. 


Expand the decking area on the northside of the pier to 
accommodate new food concessions. 


Area IT: 
Install permanent restrooms at points of access. 
Install parking spaces along service road. 
Provide for vehicular access to service road (and proposed 
parking stalls) from Pacific Coast Highway at Goldenwest Street 
and llth. Street. 


Provide for concessions. 
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Area IIT: 


Realign and improve (landscaping) bicycle/pedestrian path. 


Provide off-street parking. 


Provide landscape/fence buffer between proposed parking lots 
and Pacific Coast Highway. 


sea a buffer area between bluff edge and bicycle/pedestrian 
path. 


Install protective railing in the proposed buffer area. 


Install access facilities (stairs or roadway) at strategic 
locations. 


As indicated above, the proposed improvements are recreational in 
nature and entirely consistent with the existing zoning and general 
plan. The parking components are intended to replace on-street 
parking on Pacific Coast Highway which will be lost when the street 
1S re-striped and will in no way impact any portion of the existing 
bluff area. The remainder of the proposed improvements are 
landscaping and concession oriented. It should be noted that 
consistent with the nature of General Plans, the proposed 
improvements are at this time only conceptual in nature. By 
including them in the General Plan at this time, the City can then 
pursue the further design work and entitlements necessary to 
implement the plan. 


Staff believes that the above listed improvements will be extremely 
beneficial to the City in providing access to and enjoyment of the 
beach area. Unfortunately, considerable controversy has arisen 
regarding the proposed parking structure adjacent to the pier. 
Contrary to an apparently perceived notion, the north side of the 
pier parking structure proposed by the General Plan is in no way 
intended to provide required parking for Pierside Village on the 
South side of the pier. The north side parking structure would only 
provide replacement beach parking as well as additional beach 
parking. Staff has proposed that the north side structure be 
constructed concurrently with the south side structure in order to 
provide optimum internal vehicular patterns, provide less costly 
construction, create less disruption to the beach area and provide 
replacement parking immediately. The entire parking structure would 
be below the existing grade of Pacific Coast Highway and would only 
cover the existing parking already on the site, with no expansion 
onto the sand area. 


Additional controversy has arisen regarding the processing of the 
General Plan. There has been no attempt to subvert the public 
hearing process. The State Parks Commission's only scheduled 
meeting before Spring of 1988 is on October 9, 1987. In order for 
the General Plan to get on that meeting agenda, a compressed public 
hearing schedule is necessary. Staff informed the State Parks 
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Department that one public hearing to solicit comments had been held 
and that Planning Commission and City Council action would be 
requested prior to the State's October 9th. meeting. The State 
agreed with that schedule and has placed the General Plan on their 


Baek Oth. agenda. “The City Council will hear the item on October 


For the Planning Commission's action on the plan, staff has prepared 
a resolution which approves the General Plan. The resolution 
contains all of the proposed components within each of the three 
beach sub-areas. The Planning Commission may add to or delete any 
of those components as they deem desirable. For example, conditions 
may be placed on some of the components to require such things as a 
maximum site coverage for parking on the oil road, or designs to 
minimize pedestrian/vehicular conflicts. 


4.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION: 


Pursuant to Section 5002.2(a) of the Public Resources Code, the 
State Beach General Plan has been prepared in conjunction with an 
Environmental Impact Element. The draft EIE is incorporated in the 
document entitled State Beach General Plan. The State Clearinghouse 
has advertised the EIE for a 30-day review period to expire on 
September 21, 1987. All comments which have been received to date 
are forwarded to the Planning Commission with this staff report. 


5.0 RECOMMENDATION: 


Approve the State Beach General Plan for recommendation to the City 
Council and State Parks Commission by adopting the attached 
resolution. 


ATTACHMENTS: 
is 

HS:kla 
1. Area Map 
2. Erratta Sheet 
3. Resolution 
4. Planning Commission comments and responses 
5. Written comments and responses 
6. Bolsa Chica State Beach Operative Agreement 
7. State Beach General Plan and Environmental Impact Element 
8. State Beach Resource Summary 
9. State Beach Resource Element 

10. State Beach Resource Inventory 
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GENERAL PLAN FOR STATE 


£82. BEACH~HUNTINGION BEACH/ 
<< Pay ERVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ELENENT 


huntington beach planning division 


ERRATA SHEET 


The following items are to be added to, deleted from or modified as 
indicated in the draft State Beach General Plan: 


1. Page 1, second paragraph - easterly should be westerly. 
2. Page 1, third paragraph - northeast should be northwest. 


3. Page 23, Ownership - (condominiums) should be (stock 
cooperative). 


4. Page 23, Existing Unit Conditions - condominiums should be 
residential development; (328 spaces) should be (315 spaces). 


5. Page 24, add the following to the end of the first 
paragraph. "Mobile concession vendors have also been 


inteoouced into, this» portion .of the unit. ons aitriale basis econ 
the summer of 1987. 


Ge “Pages 24,2 Areay Vile ofirst, item,madds torsSentences se «re south wo£ 
Goldenwest Street. 


7. Page 26, first sentence - replace “not clearly identified” 
Waste. epams bed". 


8. Page 26, Area I -— Add the following item to the list of 
recommended actions: 


Expand the decking area on the northside of the pier to 
accommodate new food concessions. 


Gye age 37, Traffic/Circulation) =§ (330. spaces), shouldsbe (@15 
spaces). 


10. Page 37, Traffic/Circulation - (approximately 500 cars) 
should be (approximately 1,400 cars). 
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RESOLUTION 1385 


A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF 
THE STATE BEACH GENERAL PLAN 


WHEREAS, the City of Huntington Beach has assumed 


responsibility for operation of Bolsa Chica State Beach north of the 
Municipal Pier; and 


WHEREAS, the California Public Resources Code requires that 
a General Plan be prepared for the Bolsa Chica State Beach area for 
approval by the State Park and Recreation Commission; and 


WHEREAS, the City of Huntington Beach is the responsible 
agency for preparation of the State Beach General Plan; and 


WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 4, 1987, to 


solicit public input in preparation of the State Beach General Plan; 
and 


WHEREAS, the components listed in Exhibit 1 are recommended 
for inclusion in the State Beach General Plan; and 


WHEREAS, the State Beach General Plan and all of Les 
recommended components are consistent with the City of Huntington 
Beach Zoning Code and General Plan; and 


WHEREAS, a public hearing on approval of the State Beach 
General Plan was held by the Planning Commission on September i Roe. 
1987, in accordance with provisions of the State Government Code. 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission 
Seetne City of Huntington Beach, California, hereby approved said 
State Beach General Plan. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said State Beach General Plan 
is recommended for approval by the City Council of the City of 
Huntington Beach, California, and by the State Park and Recreation 
Commission. 


PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE Planning Commission of the City 
of Huntington Beach, California, on the 15th. day of September, 
1987, wby the following «roll call vote: 

AYES 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 


ATTEST: 


Sa ° . . 
Secretary, Planning Commission Planning Commission Chairman 


(90584) 


Area 


EXHE Be tL 
Lis 


Construct a tri-level parking structure at the existing parking 
lot site on the north side of the Municipal Pier. (This 
structure will not extend above the elevation of Pacire1c Coase 
Highway or beyond the existing bicycle path.) 


Provide for passive (surf museum) and active (volleyball, 
basketball, etc.) recreation both within and on top of the 
parking structure, respectively. 


Provide for a commercial (food) pad on top of parking structure. 


Remove existing concession stand from beach area and relocate 
as part of parking structure at beach level. 


Install permanent restrooms with parking structure. 


Expand the decking area on the northside of the pier to 
accommodate new food concessions. 


pe 


Area : 


Install permanent restrooms at points of access. 

Install parking spaces along service road. 

Provide for vehicular access to service road (and proposed 
parking stalls) from Pacific Coast Highway at Goldenwest Street 
and ULth. streec. 


Provide for concessions. 


IOs 


Area : 


Realign and improve (landscaping) bicycle/pedestrian path. 
Provide off-street parking. 


Provide landscape/fence buffer between proposed parking lots 
and Pacific Coast Highway. 


Provide a buffer area between bluff edge and bicycle/pedestrian 
path. 


Install protective railing in the proposed buffer area. 


Install access facilities (stairs or roadway) at strategic 
locations. 
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FO: HAL SIMMONS RE: 72100-87.25 


FROM: FRANK HASELTON 


SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS PERTAINING TO 
THE RESOURCE ELEMENT/SUMMARY 


meme me ee ee ee ee we ee ae ae ae ae aes a — 
ed ee ee ee ee ee we we wee we ee we we we wn a a a we we ew wvrwnl vO ee er 


The following summarizes the issues raised by the Huntington 
Beach Planning Commission at their regularly scheduled meeting of 
August 4, 1987. Also included are comments by the general 
audience. There are recommedations following each comment. 


Livengood: Alternatives for offsite parking; Utinbeizatbron oft tram 
service; recommended feasbility study to determine 
saturation factor of commercial uses around pier 
area; encourages location of surf museum. 


Response: Parking/circulation issues will be addressed ite ble; 
feasibility study may exist in a different format 
within City's redevelopment documents--it is not 
within the State Dept. of Parks and Rec. parameters; 
surf museum will be included in interpretive elements 
of General Plan. 


Summerfell: Encouraged location of surfing museum 
Response: (see Livengood) 


Leipzig: Concerned about absence of littoral drift comments 
within R.I. & R.S.; pier should be scenic resource. 


Response: Littoral drift issues are discussed within Soils 
Gsction of R.il-it will. be included in thelr... and 
FIR; the RI has been amended to include the pier as a 
scenic resource. 


Pierce: Raised issues concerning conflict among bike/ 
pedestrian path and vehicular roadway. 


Response: This will be addressed in EIR. 


Higgens: Encouraged surf museum and recreation on top of 
proposed parking structure; need for permanent toilet 
facilities and showers along beach; suggested 
concessions near 20th Street; need for seating in 
Areas II & III; recommended underground uttLiCles:. 


Response: Surf museum and roof top recreation will be addressed 
in General Plan as well as of toilet and shower 
facilities; concession elements will be discussed 
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Mr. Hal Simmons 


August 5, 1987 
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Schumacher: 


Response: 


Sivas 


Response: 


Surfing 


Museum: 


Response: 


within concession element; seating areas will be 
addressed in General Plan; Utila tres will be 
discussed in EIR. 


Raised issue of bluff erosion; opposes restaurant on 
top of parking structure. 


Bluff erosion issues will be addressed in EIR; 
restaurant is a conceptual element Off Area’ [aoratne 
General Plan. 


Raised issue of Providing buffer between parking and 
PCH in “Area IIT; conflict between bicycle and 
Pedestrian traffic. 


Buffer between PCH and Parking will *be® part soe 
General Plan; bicycle/pedestrain conflict will be 
addressed in EIR. 


Raised issue to include surf museum within Area I of 
General Plan. 


Surf museum could be included as a conceptual part of 
General Plan and addressed in interpretive element of 
General Plan. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Barrett Consulting Group Inc. (BCG) 


EranksL. 
Project Manager 


BERKELEY LIBRARIES 


